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Background

➢ Grants for planning, engineering, or development of technical or financing plans for 
projects eligible under Chapter 53 of Title 49 in “areas of persistent poverty”

➢ Funding opportunity with $16,259,614 currently available

➢ NOFO published July 1, 2021

➢ Applications due August 30, 2021 (please apply early)

➢ For more information:  https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/areas-persistent-
poverty-program-2021-notice-funding-opportunity

https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/areas-persistent-poverty-program-2021-notice-funding-opportunity
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Eligibility 

➢ Eligible applicants include: 

➢ States, tribes, and designated or direct recipients eligible under 49 U.S.C. 5307, 49 U.S.C. 
5310, or 49 U.S.C. 5311 that are located in areas of persistent poverty. 

➢ State departments of transportation may apply on behalf of eligible applicants within their 
States.

➢ Applicants are also encouraged to work with non-profit organizations.
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Eligibility, Cont.
➢ Eligible projects must be located: 

➢ In a county that had greater than or equal to 20 percent of the population living in poverty 
over the 30-year period preceding the date of enactment of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2021 as measured by the 1990 and 2000 decennial census and the 
most recent Small Area Income and Poverty Estimates, or 

➢ In a census tract with a poverty rate of at least 20 percent as measured by the 2014–2018 
five-year data series available from the American Community Survey of the Bureau of the 
Census; or 

➢ In any territory or possession of the United States. 

➢ Use this link to confirm that your proposed project is in an Area of Persistent Poverty and 
document that in the Supplemental Form to the application -
https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij.

https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij
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Eligibility, Cont.
➢ Eligible activities may include planning, engineering, or development of technical or 

financing plans for:  (see NOFO for full list)

➢ improved transit services; 

➢ new transit routes; 

➢ engineering for transit facilities and improvements to existing facilities; 

➢ innovative technologies; 

➢ low or no emission buses or a new bus facility 

➢ Ineligible activities: 

➢ capital, maintenance, or operating costs of any type

➢ procurement of vehicles or equipment and 

➢ support of the operation and maintenance of system
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Goals

➢ Improve transit services /facilities in areas of persistent poverty by planning, engineering, 
or development of technical or financing plans for projects that:

➢ Address Equity:

➢ Advance racial equity, support underserved and environmental justice populations and 
communities, racial equity, and barriers to opportunity.

➢ Protect public health and the environment

➢ Address Climate Change

➢ Executive Order 13990: Protecting Public Health and the Environment and Restoring Science 
to Tackle the Climate Crisis, and 

➢ Executive Order 14008: Tackling the Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad
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Evaluation Criteria

➢ Demonstration of Need

➢ Demonstration of Benefits

➢ Funding Commitments

➢ Project Implementation Strategy

➢ Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity
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Examples of Supporting Objectives

➢ Improve system condition/reliability of service to underserved communities 

reduce vehicle emissions

➢ Implement advanced technologies

➢ Reduce regulatory barriers to affordable housing

➢ Enhance modal options to private auto travel
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Grant Conditions

➢ Maximum individual award is $850,000

➢ Local Match is 10 percent of Total Project Cost

➢ Cash or In-kind contributions, transportation development credits (toll revenue 
credits), sale of advertising/concessions, amounts received under service agreement, 
value capture, and others

➢ Pre-award authority guidance to be made available and described with notice of 
award selections

➢ Planning requirements apply - see 23 CFR 450
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Submitting an Application
➢ Apply through grants.gov (FTA-2021-005-TPE)

➢ SF 424 Mandatory/Supplemental Forms with attachments

➢ Cumulative 15-page limit for applications and all attachments

➢ Application and Proposal Profile form - https://www.transit.dot.gov/applying/notices-
funding/areas-persistent-poverty-program-2021-notice-funding-supplemental-form

➢ Confirmation of location in “area of persistent poverty” 
https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij

➢ Confirmed eligibility and legal, technical, and financial capacity

➢ Documentation of availability or commitment of match

https://www.transit.dot.gov/applying/notices-funding/areas-persistent-poverty-program-2021-notice-funding-supplemental-form
https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij
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Common Questions

1.  How do I determine whether my project is in an “Areas of Persistent Poverty?”

FTA has provided a full list and map of all counties in areas of persistent poverty at 
https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij. Prospective applicants should 
determine that their project lies in one or more of the designated areas.

2.  What is the maximum amount of funding for which I can apply?   

The maximum award amount is $850,000 but the actual award amount may be lower, 
so that additional projects may be funded.

https://datahub.transportation.gov/stories/s/tsyd-k6ij
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Common Questions cont.

3. Is it required that a state or other designated recipient of FTA funding apply for a
Areas of Persistent Poverty award in Grants.Gov on behalf of a subrecipient in 
either an urban or rural area?

No. Any recipient or subrecipient of Section 5307, Section 5310 or Section 5311 funding 
may apply directly through Grants.Gov for Areas of Persistent Poverty award. 

However, as described above, applicants that are not direct recipients of FTA funding, 
or have limited experience as a direct recipient, will need to secure the commitment of 
a designated recipient of FTA funding, such as the State Department of Transportation, 
to apply on their behalf for funding through TrAMS if selected for award.
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Common Questions cont.

4. What should an applicant who is not an FTA direct funding recipient do to 
demonstrate they are eligible to receive an Areas of Persistent Poverty grant 
award? 

Any eligible applicant and sub-recipient must provide documentation of an agreement 
with a current FTA direct recipient, such as the State Department of Transportation or 
another FTA direct recipient, to apply for funding through FTA’s Transit Awards 
Management System (TrAMS) on their behalf if they are selected for a funding award. 
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Common Questions cont.

5.  What is the non-federal share of the project cost (local match) funding required? 

The local, non-federal share of the project cost is 10 percent of the total project cost. 

6.  Can my transit agency propose to use “in-kind” match? 

Yes. In-kind match is permissible provided the source is documented. 
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Common Questions cont.

7.  May tribal governments or rural planning organizations or economic development 
agencies apply for Areas of Persistent Poverty funding?

Yes, provided that they coordinate with a recipient of Section 5307, 5310, or 5311 funds 
or with the State Department of Transportation to develop the application. If they are 
not a recipient or sub-recipient of Section 5307, 5310, or 5311 funds, they should 
obtain partnership agreements with eligible entities.
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Common Questions cont.
8. How will projects be selected for funding? 

Primarily in consideration of the five (5) Rating Factors (Need, Benefits, Local Finance, 
Implementation, and Capacity), as well as the additional factors just described.

The following factors will be considered - NOFO: Section E (1b) Demonstration of 
Benefits

• System Condition

• Service Reliability

• Enhanced Access and Mobility

• Emissions Reductions

• Barriers to Low Income Housing  

• Racial Equity and Barriers to Opportunity

• Environmental Justice

• Regional Support
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Common Questions cont.

9.  Are private non-profit organizations that work in collaboration with a public 
transportation service provider eligible to apply for funding under the Areas of 
Persistent Poverty program?

No. However, private non-profits are welcome to participate in the Areas of Persistent  
Program by entering into a partnership with a public transit provider whereby the non-
profit would be a sub-recipient of the funding award. 



Applying for FTA Grant 
Opportunities in Grants.gov
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity

FTA website: https://www.transit.dot.gov/ 

Funding Opportunity Notices: https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity

FTA NOFO Page contains:

• Summary Description

– Application requirements

– Eligibility

• Supplemental Form

• Links to Grants.gov 

• Links to Program Information

• Other references and links

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices

FTA NOFO provides hyperlinks to 

Grants.gov opportunity notice, 

related documents, and application 

package.

Link to 
Grants.gov 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
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Download Application

NOTE:  Anyone can download the application 

package from Grants.gov. However, only 

“authorized organizational representatives” can 

submit applications in Grants.gov.
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Application Package
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Application Package

The “Attachment Form” shown below 

is included in the SF-424 Grant 

Application Package in Grants.gov. 

Please attach the FTA Supplemental 

Form to the Attachment Form shown 

below when submitting in Grants.gov.

CAUTION: Do not use  “Supplemental Form” from prior 

years or create your own form. Please use the file 

provided on the FTA website.
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Grants.gov – Applicants

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
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Applicant – Organization Registration

Organizations must register 

in Grants.gov in order to 

submit applications
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Workspace in Grants.gov
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Web Addresses

FTA Funding Opportunities:

• https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices

Grants.gov:

• http://www.grants.gov/

• http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html

Contact Grants.gov Support Center to get help with Grants.gov issues:

GRANTS.GOV Applicant Support
1-800-518-4726
support@grants.gov

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
mailto:support@grants.gov?subject=GRANTS.GOV%20Support%20Center
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