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Agenda

• Program Overview
• Eligibility Information
• Evaluation Criteria
• Application Requirements & Documents
• Q&A
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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
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Program Description

Section 5307(h) Passenger Ferry Grant Program
Authorizes FTA to award grants for passenger ferries through a competitive 
process for projects that support passenger ferry systems in urbanized areas, 
such as ferry vessels, terminals, and related infrastructure. 
• The Passenger Ferry Grant Program is a set-aside from the Section 5307 –

Urbanized Area Formula Program. 
Funding Available
• $38 million available in FY2021 

• At a minimum, $4 million must go toward low or zero-emission ferry projects. 
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2020 Passenger Ferry Competition 

Quick Facts:
• 19 eligible project proposals from 9 states plus U.S. Virgin Islands 
• Total of $102 million requested
• 12 projects funded for a total of $47.5 million
• Largest award was $5.2 million
• List of funded projects on the FTA website:

• https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/passenger-ferry-grant-
program-section-5307

• To date, approximately $257 million has been awarded for 85 
ferry projects. 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/passenger-ferry-grant-program-section-5307
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2021 Important Program Dates

• Notice of Funding Opportunity: August 6, 2021
• Applications Due: October 5, 2021 by 11:59 P.M. EDT

– Opportunity ID is FTA-2021-006-TPM-Ferry
– Application Package can be found at www.grants.gov by searching for keyword “Passenger Ferry” 

or “Ferry Program”.  
– It is recommended that applicants register on www.grants.gov at least 4 weeks prior to applying to 

ensure system access. 

• Project Evaluations: October 2021
• Award Announcements: Late Winter 2021

http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/
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ELIGIBILITY INFORMATION
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Eligible Applicants

• Designated Recipients
• Direct Recipients of Section 5307 funds (or those eligible to 

become such recipients)
• States (including Territories of the United States)
• Federally-recognized Tribes

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 1. Eligible Applicants
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Eligible Projects

• Capital projects to purchase, replace, or rehabilitate passenger ferries, 
terminals and related infrastructure and equipment (including fare equipment, 
communication devices).

• Projects must support public transportation ferry systems serving an 
urbanized area.  

• Vehicle ferries are eligible if they also accommodate walk-on passengers.
• Workforce development/training 

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 3. Eligible Projects
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Eligible Projects (Cont.)

• Workforce Development: 
– Recipients are permitted to use up to 0.5% of the requested grant 

award for workforce development activities. 
– An additional 0.5% can be used training at the National Transit 

Institute.
• Cannot exceed 1% of the requested grant award.
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Ineligible Projects

Projects not eligible for Passenger Ferry funding:
• Planning
• Operating expenses
• Preventive maintenance

NOFO Section D. Application and Submission Information, subsection 5. Funding Restrictions
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Cost Sharing or Matching

• Maximum 80% Federal / 20% non-Federal match unless:
• Vehicles: Maximum 85% Federal/15% non-Federal match if compliant with the 

Clean Air Act (CAA) and/or the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990
• Vehicle-related equipment or facilities: Maximum 90% Federal/10% non-

Federal match if compliant with the Clean Air Act (CAA) and/or the Americans 
with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990

• The NOFO lists eligible sources of local match. 

NOFO Section C. Eligibility Information, subsection 2. Cost Sharing or Matching
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EVALUATION CRITERIA
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Evaluation Criteria
1. Demonstration of Need

- What is the age, condition, and performance of assets to be replaced or rehabilitated?
- What are the capacity constraints and/or demand for new or expanded service?

2.      Demonstration of Benefits
- How will the proposed project improve state of good repair, safety, ridership and reliability
of service?
- Does the proposed project connect to other modes?
- For low or zero-emission ferries projects, does your proposed project reduce energy
consumption?

3. Planning and Local/Regional Prioritization 
- How is the proposed project consistent with local and regional priorities?
- Is the project in the long-range plan and TIP/STIP?
- Are there letters of support from local stakeholders?
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Evaluation Criteria (Cont)
4. Local Financial Commitment

- How will the local funds be secured?
- What is the source of the local share, and is it available and set aside for the project?

5.     Project Implementation Strategy
- Is the implementation strategy detailed, reasonable, and complete?
- What is the status of planning and environmental work?

6. Technical, Legal, and Financial Capacity
- Does the applicant demonstrate the ability to carry out the proposed project?
- Does the applicant have experience with projects of comparable
size/scope/requirements?
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Other Considerations
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Climate Change

• Executive Order 13990: Protecting Public Health and the 
Environment and Restoring Science to Tackle the Climate 
Crisis:

- Climate Change and Environmental Justice in planning stage
- Climate Change impacts 
- Reduce emissions, promote energy efficiency, incorporate 
low or no emission technology

-Additional information can be found here: 
Federal Register :: Protecting Public Health and the Environment 
and Restoring Science To Tackle the Climate Crisis

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01765/protecting-public-health-and-the-environment-and-restoring-science-to-tackle-the-climate-crisis
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Environmental Justice 
• Environmental justice populations include low income and minority 

population(s) as defined in Executive Order 12898 “Federal 
Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority Populations 
and Low-Income Populations” and FTA’s Environmental Justice 
Circular 4703.1.

• Applicants should identify any EJ populations located within the 
proposed service area and describe anticipated benefits to that 
population(s).

• The geographic unit should be appropriate to the scope of the 
project.

A formal EJ analysis is not required.
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Racial Equity and Barriers To Opportunity
Executive Order 13985: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for 
Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government:
• How does your project address Racial Equity and Barriers To 

Opportunity?
- Fair treatment for all individuals, including individuals who 

belong to underserved communities that are characterized by 
poverty and lack of access to resources.

- Planning and policies related to racial equity and barriers to 
opportunity

- Summarize project investment costs that are related to racial 
equity and barriers to opportunity.  

• Federal Register :: Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved 
Communities Through the Federal Government

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/01/25/2021-01753/advancing-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government
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Other Considerations (Cont)

• Geographic diversity
• Diversity in transit system size
• Other competitive awards
• Low or zero-emission ferry projects
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Application Instructions
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Applying for FTA Grant 
Opportunities in Grants.gov
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity

FTA website: https://www.transit.dot.gov/
Funding Opportunity Notices: https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices

https://www.transit.dot.gov/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
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FTA Notice of Funding Opportunity
FTA NOFO Page contains:

• Summary Description
– Application requirements
– Eligibility

• Supplemental Form
• Links to Grants.gov 
• Links to Program Information
• Other references and links

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices

FTA NOFO provides hyperlinks to 
Grants.gov opportunity notice, 
related documents, and application 
package.

Link to 
Grants.gov 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
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Download Application

NOTE:  Anyone can download the application 
package from Grants.gov. However, only 
“authorized organizational representatives” can 
submit applications in Grants.gov.
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Application Package
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Application Package
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The “Attachment Form” shown below 
is included in the SF-424 Grant 
Application Package in Grants.gov. 

Please attach the FTA Supplemental 
Form to the Attachment Form shown 
below when submitting in Grants.gov.

CAUTION: Do not use  “Supplemental Form” from 
prior years or create your own form. Please use the 
file provided on the FTA website.



28

Grants.gov – Applicants

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html

https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
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Applicant – Organization Registration

Organizations must register 
in Grants.gov in order to 
submit applications
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Workspace in Grants.gov
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Web Addresses
FTA Funding Opportunities:

• https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
Grants.gov:

• http://www.grants.gov/
• http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html

Contact Grants.gov Support Center to get help with Grants.gov issues:
GRANTS.GOV Applicant Support
1-800-518-4726
support@grants.gov

Passenger Ferry Webpage:
• https://www.transit.dot.gov/passenger-ferry-grants

Reminder:  Applications must be submitted through Grants.gov by

11:59 PM EDT on October 5, 2021

Late applications may not be accepted. 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grants/notices
http://www.grants.gov/
http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants.html
mailto:support@grants.gov?subject=GRANTS.GOV%20Support%20Center
https://www.transit.dot.gov/passenger-ferry-grants


32

Questions

Vanessa Williams
Federal Transit Administration

Phone:  202-366-4818
Email:  vanessa.williams@dot.gov

mailto:vanessa.williams@dot.gov


TRANSIT.DOT.GOV
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