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Learn. Share. Engage. Need Assistance?

This issue of the PTASP TAC Update focuses on
recent questions from transit agencies about the
Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan (PTASP)

Contact the PTASP Technical
Assistance Center (TAC) to speak

regulation (49 CFR Part 673). with a specialist today!
PTASP-TAC@dot.gov
Featured Resources 1-87 PTASP-AID

) ) 1 (877) 827-7243
New! The Rail and Bus Safety Data Reports illustrate

rail and bus transit safety outcomes and present 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. EST, M-F
trends and patterns in safety event data. The

national data in these reports may help agencies as ﬂ Contact the TAC for one-
they review and update their Safety Performance :. on-one technical sessions
Targets (SPTs). @m for ASP support.

The Agency Safety Plan (ASP) Review Process offers
an example of how an agency might choose to review

their ASP. (This article originally appeared in the ASP Implementation .
April 2021 TSO Spotlight.) Workshop Recorded Version

Carrying Out the Annual ASP Review (April 29, 2021): | The recorded version of the

Webinar Presentation | Webinar Recording Workshop and its accompanying
Participant Workbook are available

Access the entire TAC Resource Library by visiting in the TAC Resource Library.
FTA’s PTASP TAC website.

Revisit Past Webinars

Q & A Highlights

Question 1: Looking for past webinars? Check out

the PTASP webinars page.

What training is available on Safety Management
Systems (SMS)?

FTA Response:

FTA sponsors several free courses through the Transportation Safety Institute (TSI), such as
the e-Learning course SMS Awareness and the virtual courses SMS Principles for Transit and
SMS Safety Assurance. (See the Fiscal Year 2022 training schedule here.) SMS resources are
also available in the PTASP TAC Resource Library.

PTASP Technical Assistance Center | 943 Glenwood Station Lane - Suite 102 | Charlottesville, VA 22901



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/07/19/2018-15167/public-transportation-agency-safety-plan
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/rail-and-bus-safety-data-reports
https://www.transit.dot.gov/safety/public-transportation-agency-safety-program/agency-safety-plan-review-process
https://www.transit.dot.gov/safety/public-transportation-agency-safety-program/carrying-out-annual-agency-safety-plan-review
https://connectdot.connectsolutions.com/p1xb32fo03hd/
https://www.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-TAC
https://www.transportation.gov/tsi/course-catalog
https://www.transportation.gov/sites/dot.gov/files/2021-09/TSI-FY-22-Transit-Training-Schedule-v.2_090221.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-TAC
mailto:PTASP-TAC@dot.gov
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZnDouMMgl40
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/safety/bus-asp-implementation-workshop-participant-workbook
https://www.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-Webinars
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Question 2:

What resources are available to help agencies develop their emergency preparedness and
response plans?

FTA Response:

FTA has worked with the American Public Transportation Association to develop voluntary
standards and recommended practices that focus on emergency procedures, such as:

e Rail Transit Agency Emergency Management Requirements

e Transit Incident Drills and Exercises

e Emergency Communication Strategies for Transit Agencies

FTA also offers the Effectively Managing Transit Emergencies course through TSI.

Per § 673.11(a)(6), each emergency preparedness and response plan should address, at a
minimum:

¢ Assignment of employee responsibilities, as necessary and appropriate, during an
emergency;

¢ Integration of responses to all hazards, as appropriate; and

e Processes for coordination with Federal, State, Regional, and local officials with roles
and responsibilities for emergency preparedness and response in the transit agency's
service area.

Question 3:

Our agency is currently reviewing and updating our ASP. Which sections of the ASP should we
expect to update?

FTA Response:

Agencies will update their ASPs based on their specific circumstances. Some examples of
items to review and update include the following (note, this list is NOT exhaustive):

e Processes that no longer reflect the agency’s operating reality;

e System characteristics that have changed in a way that may impact the content or
language of the ASP;

¢ New or modified SMS processes, policies, or procedures;
e Safety Performance Targets that may need to be updated; and
¢ Changes made due to continuous improvement activities.

Note that rail transit agencies must make sure their processes align with their State Safety
Oversight Agency Program Standard requirements.

The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the public in
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under

the law or agency policies. Grantees and subgrantees should refer to FTA’s statutes and regulations for
applicable requirements.



https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/Standards_Documents/APTA-RT-OP-S-007-04-Rev-2.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/Standards_Documents/APTA-SS-SEM-S-004-09.pdf
https://www.apta.com/wp-content/uploads/APTA-SS-SEM-S-009-09_Rev1.pdf
https://www.transportation.gov/transportation-safety-institute
https://www.federalregister.gov/d/2018-15167/p-692
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