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Agenda

1. TRACS Update

2. FTA Safety Advisory 22-1

3. FTA Safety Advisory 22-2

4. Transit Worker Assault Special Directive

5. Spring 2022 Safety Regulatory Agenda Overview

6. Risk-Based Inspections

7. Upcoming Fall Workshops and Webinars

8. Recently Published FTA Safety Research Reports

9. Questions
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TRACS Update

• On February 2, 2022, FTA re-established 
TRACS via a 2022-2024 Charter.

• The member solicitation period opened 
on February 7 and closed on April 8.

• FTA may select up to 25 members for the 
2022-2024 Charter.

• FTA received 155 applications.
• The DOT Secretary is reviewing and 

approving selections.

Visit FTA’s TRACS webpage for more information or 
email tracs@dot.gov.

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/transit-advisory-committee-safety-tracs
mailto:tracs@dot.gov
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FTA Safety Advisory 22-1 

S a f e t y  A d v i s o r y  2 2 - 1

The FTA is issuing Safety Advisory 22-1 to recommend safety practices for Periodic 
Maintenance Inspections (PMI) for Rail Car Passenger Door Inspection and Function 
Testing. FTA recommends that State Safety Oversight Agencies (SSOAs) and rail transit 
agencies (RTA) review current RTA policies, procedures and checklists for Rail Car 
Passenger Door PMIs to determine if they meet the recommended practices outlined 
in this FTA Safety Advisory and should revise and improve them as necessary.

Safety Advisory 22-1 is expected to be issued the week of October 10.
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FTA Safety Advisory 22-2 

S a f e t y  A d v i s o r y  2 2 - 2

The FTA is issuing Safety Advisory 22-2 to recommend that SSOAs direct RTAs that 
operate Rail Fixed Guideway Public Transportation Systems (RFGPTS) in their 
jurisdictions to consider signal system safety and train control as part of their Safety 
Risk Management (SRM) processes required under the Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plan regulation, to include safety hazard identification, safety risk assessment 
and safety risk mitigation, within 30 days of the Safety Advisory date. 

Safety Advisory 22-2 is expected to be issued the week of October 10.
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Transit Worker Assault Special Directives

S P E C I A L  D I R E C T I V E  G O A L S

1. Enable FTA to determine how transit agencies are using their Safety Management 
Systems processes to manage transit worker assault safety risk.

2. Enable FTA to determine if additional FTA intervention is necessary to mitigate 
transit worker assault safety risk.

FTA issued Special Directives to nine transit agencies to collect 
information on how those agencies have assessed and are mitigating and 
monitoring transit worker assault safety risk in their transit systems.

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/fta-special-directives

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/fta-special-directives


7

Spring 2022 Safety Regulatory Agenda Overview

• Establishes minimum baseline standards and risk-based redundant 
protection requirements

Rail Transit Roadway Worker 
Protection

• Introduces changes to clarify State Safety Oversight Agencies' (SSOA) 
oversight responsibilities and authority to conduct inspectionsState Safety Oversight

• Amends training curriculum to reflect new requirements and training 
course information

Public Transportation Safety 
Certification Training Program

• Incorporates new requirements established through the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law

Public Transportation Agency 
Safety Plans

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/
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Risk-Based Inspections Background

L A W  R E Q U I R E M E N T S

1. The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law directs FTA to assess the capability of an SSOA to 
conduct risk-based inspections of the transit agencies they oversee.

2. Congress has directed FTA to issue Special Directives to each SSOA requiring them 
to develop and implement a risk-based inspection program of the Rail Fixed 
Guideway Public Transportation Systems (RFGPTS) they oversee.

In 2021, Congress passed the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which 
amended FTA’s Public Safety Transportation Program to require SSOAs to 
develop and implement risk-based inspections as part of SSOA oversight.
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Bipartisan Infrastructure Law Requirements

• Must Issue a Special Directive to each SSOA requiring the Development and 
Implementation of Risk-Based Inspection programs by November 15, 2022

• Must assess the capability of each SSOA’s to conduct risk-based inspections 
compliant with 49 U.S.C.§5329.

FTA

• Must develop and implement a Risk-Based Inspection program in accordance 
with 49 U.S.C.§5329 (k) and the Special Directive.

• Must ensure the Risk-Based Inspection program must be effective no later 
than 2 years after receiving Special Directive.

SSOAs

• Must coordinate with the SSOA on policies and procedures for inspection access 
and data collection and incorporation the policies into their ASP.

• Must share with SSOAs the data the RTA collects when identifying and evaluating 
safety risks. 

RTAs
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Provisions to Requirements

Provisions to Requirements:

Requirements 
Applicable to 
SSOAs

✓ Has authority to enter the facilities of each rail transit agency that the SSOA oversees to 
inspect infrastructure, equipment, records, personnel, and data

✓ Has policies and procedures created in consultation with each RTA to conduct RBIs, 
including access for inspections that occur without advance notice

✓ Has policies and procedures created in consultation with each RTA for data collection
✓ Has inspection practices that are risk-based and commensurate with the number, size and 

complexity of the RFGPTS
✓ Incorporates policies and procedures for inspection access and data collection into 

Program Standards

Requirements 
Applicable to 
RTAs

✓ Has policies and procedures created in consultation with the SSOA regarding access to 
the RFGPTS to conduct risk-based inspections, including access with and without advance 
notice

✓ Has policies and procedures created in consultation with the SSOA for collecting and 
sharing data the RTA uses when identifying and evaluating safety risks.

✓ Incorporates policies and procedures for inspection access and data collection and 
sharing into the ASPs
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Risk-Based Inspections Implementation 
Timeline
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2022 FTA Joint SSO and RTA Workshop

Washington, D.C.
Tuesday, October 25–Thursday, October 27

Email: FTASafetyStakeholder@dot.gov

Registration Website

mailto:FTASafetyStakeholder@dot.gov
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcvent.me%2FqPYByM&data=05%7C01%7Ckatherine.spawr.ctr%40dot.gov%7C65995d2f3c5e4a0ce15d08da86117737%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637969706819884408%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=o5a99sEgELORYDVjFCmp5MMMU6adz%2BAuA37n2OPy3IM%3D&reserved=0
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Workshop Agenda Preview

October 25

• Transit Safety Policy 
Updates

• Risk Based Inspections
• Accident Investigation 

Updates
• State Safety Oversight 

Audits and RTAs – Top Five 
Most Frequent Non-
compliance Areas

• Drug and Alcohol Program 
Update

October 26

• Eligible Activities for SSO 
Grant Funding

• Signal System Safety and 
Train Control Safety 
Advisory

• Rail Grade Crossing Safety
• FTA Special Directives –

Shared Practices on 
Successful Implementation

• Whistleblower Protection
• Transportation Safety 

Administration – Cyber 
Security

October 27

• State Safety Oversight 
Reporting Tools

• Effective Practices for CAP 
Management (part 2)

• Transit Worker Assault 
Prevention

• SSOA’s Oversight of Safety 
Certification – Shared 
Practices
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• FTA will host a webinar to provide details of the 
federal whistleblower protection program enforced 
by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) which protects transit agency 
employees from retaliation.

o Visit www.osha.gov for more details.

Whistleblower 
Protection 
Webinar –
November 
2022

Upcoming Fall Webinar

http://www.osha.gov/
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Recently Published FTA Safety Research Reports
Mitigations for Trespasser and Suicide Fatalities 
and Injuries | August 2022

This report presents research focused on 
mitigation strategies and countermeasures that 
may be used by rail transit agencies to reduce 
trespasser and suicide fatalities and injuries, 
including RTA practices and practical and 
promising strategies and countermeasures.

Needs Assessment for Transit Rail Transmission-
Based Train Control (TBTC)| August 2022

This report presents the results of a rail transit 
industry needs assessment and research to 
identify standards, systems and products that 
have the potential to provide risk reduction 
benefits from the industry.

Transit Bus Operator Temporary Barrier to 
Reduce COVID-19 Exposure| August 2022

This report presents the results of the study to 
demonstrate the production of a durable 
physical temporary between the front and rear 
passenger compartment of a transit bus to 
reduce the exposure risk to COVID-19.

Medical Fitness for Duty and Fatigue Risk 
Management | July 2022

Assesses current standards and identifies gaps in 
practices for hours of service for transit workers, 
route and personnel scheduling, medical 
examination certifications, training, and more.

Over-the-Counter and Prescription Drug Use in 
the Public Transit Industry | June 2022

Identifies gaps that exist in current standards, 
recommended practices, and guidance 
documents for prescription and over-the-counter 
medication.

Use of Event Data Recorders in Rail Transit | 
August 2022

This report presents information on current 
Event Data Recorder (EDR) standards and the 
evaluation of the rail transit industry's needs for 
updated EDR standards and guidance.

https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/fta-standards-development-program-mitigations-trespasser-and-suicide-fatalities
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2022-08/FTA-Report-No-0225.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2022-08/FTA-Report-No-0224.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/fta-standards-development-program-medical-fitness-duty-and-fatigue-risk
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/fta-standards-development-program-over-counter-and-prescription-drug-use-public
https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/2022-08/FTA-Report-No-0226.pdf
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Questions

Joe DeLorenzo
Associate Administrator for Transit Safety and 

Oversight & Chief Safety Officer
Federal Transit Administration

joseph.delorenzo@dot.gov
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