
  

                                                   

 

 

  

          

 

 

    

  

     

    

      

   

 

 

    

     

     

     

      

    

 

   

  

 

 

TAMNews April 2023 
FTA's Transit Asset Management (TAM) newsletter keeps you up to date on asset 

management initiatives and creates a forum for the industry to share information and learn 

from one another. 

announcements | events | resources | articles 

Announcements 

2021 TAM Data Summary: A Snapshot of Asset-Related Data Reported to the National 

Transit Database: This report summarizes data that transit agencies reported to the National 

Transit Database (NTD), providing an inventory and assessment of the condition of assets 

used to provide transit service nationally. This report provides a snapshot of data submitted for 

Report Year (RY) 2021, with some references and comparisons to data submitted in previous 

report years. RY 2018 was the first year in which transit agencies reported this information on 

transit assets, in accordance with the requirements of the Transit Asset Management (TAM) 

rule (49 CFR 625). 

Biden-Harris Administration Announces Availability of Nearly $1.7 Billion to Modernize 

Fleets and Deploy Clean Transit Buses Across America: FTA announced the availability of 

nearly $1.7 billion to support state and local efforts to modernize aging transit fleets with low-

and no-emission buses, renovate and construct bus facilities, and to support workforce 

development. Made possible by the President’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL), which 

included historic support for public transportation, the Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) 

makes available funding for two programs that help transit agencies replace old buses, provide 

good-paying jobs, improve transit affordability and reliability, invest in community health and 

environmental justice, and contribute to the President’s goal of net-zero emissions by 2050. 

The first year of these programs under the BIL-allocated funding will nearly double the number 

of no-emission transit buses on America’s roads. 

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/asset-management/2021-tam-data-summary-snapshot-asset-related-data
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/asset-management/2021-tam-data-summary-snapshot-asset-related-data
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/biden-harris-administration-announces-availability-nearly-17-billion-modernize-fleets
https://www.transit.dot.gov/about/news/biden-harris-administration-announces-availability-nearly-17-billion-modernize-fleets
https://www.transit.dot.gov/notices-funding/low-or-no-emission-and-grants-buses-and-bus-facilities-competitive-programs-fy2023


 

    

   
  

     
  

 
   

  
     

  
     

    
 

     

    

  

 

  

 

     

  

   

   

 

    

        

 

      
 

  
  

     

 

       

    

 

   

     

  

   

  

  

Upcoming Events 

Back to the TAM Basics Webinar: Register for FTA’s Back to the TAM Basics webinar on 

Thursday, April 27 at 3:00 p.m. ET. The webinar will provide an overview of the TAM Rule 
and the elements that go into TAM plans. The intended audience for this webinar is transit 
agency staff who are new to TAM and those who are seeking a refresher on the TAM Rule 
requirements. 

Discussion Forum on TAM Considerations for Zero-Emission Bus Fleets: Apply to 
participate in TAM’s Peer Program discussion forum on Considerations for Zero-Emission Bus 
Fleets on Wednesday, May 17 at 2:00 p.m. ET. Attendance is limited to 10 participants; 
registration closes April 17. The discussion forum aims to bring together staff from different 
transit agencies to engage virtually on topics beyond TAM requirements to promote peer 
learning, share peer-designed resources, and collaborate on best practices. 

2023 FTA Transit Asset Management Roundtable: FTA’s TAM program will host its 2023 

TAM Roundtable as an in-person event on Sunday, July 9, 2023, in Boston, MA. It will be 

held in conjunction with TRB’s 14th National Conference on Transportation Asset 

Management, which will take place from July 8 to July 11. In addition to the TAM Roundtable, 

the TRB conference includes additional transit specific sessions, so we encourage participants 

to attend both conferences. 

The annual TAM Roundtable brings together participants from across the country directly 

involved in the management of transit capital assets. The event will feature two peer learning 

sessions that will focus on how TAM has evolved at agencies, including how TAM processes 

have evolved over the last few years. This meeting is an excellent opportunity for agencies to 

exchange best practices. The TAM Roundtable is open to public sector employees only, 

including transit agency staff, state DOT and MPO staff focused on transit. Please visit the 

2023 TAM Roundtable registration page to request to attend the event. 

New Resources 
Cybersecurity Assessment Tool for Transit (CATT): The CATT, developed as part of the 
COVID-19 Research and Demonstration Grant/Cybersecurity Tool development project, allows 
transit agencies to self-assess their cyber preparedness and resilience. The tool helps develop 
and strengthen public transit organizations’ cybersecurity programs to identify risks and 
prioritize activities to mitigate them. 

Articles 
Chicago Transit Authority (CTA) Continues Efforts to Adapt Electric Buses to Winter's 

Challenges: CTA started experimenting with electric buses in 2014 and has developed a 

system that will work as the transit authority moves to an all-electric fleet by 2040. Currently, 

CTA has about 1,900 buses that run mostly on diesel fuel. CTA is continuing to adapt electric 

buses to run efficiently during the cold winter months when lithium-ion batteries are not as 

efficient and lose their range. 

Over $32 million announced to modernize Ohio's bus fleets and facilities: FTA 

announced $32.2 million in grants for Ohio to help modernize bus fleets and facilities. Grant 

funds will help transit agencies purchase or lease low or no emission vehicles. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vdXNkb3Quem9vbWdvdi5jb20vd2ViaW5hci9yZWdpc3Rlci9XTl9RMS1qSm5TZFJhT0FrZndkdEp0UENBIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDMzMC43NDMxNjAxMSJ9.sJp0o5l3eL9S3meAeR3-KUTPp321Iw7bHb26-ISeQrQ%2Fs%2F908613525%2Fbr%2F157155057074-l&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.lawless%40dot.gov%7Ca5c1e99d379e47da335c08db315d5f46%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638158049325173422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uG4u5j%2FdjsIoCnIhH7PteEev8vzhcVHiWaPK%2BH7tXoU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZlZGVyYWxyZWdpc3Rlci5nb3YvZG9jdW1lbnRzLzIwMTYvMDcvMjYvMjAxNi0xNjg4My90cmFuc2l0LWFzc2V0LW1hbmFnZW1lbnQtbmF0aW9uYWwtdHJhbnNpdC1kYXRhYmFzZSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzAzMzAuNzQzMTYwMTEifQ.RgQgjlWjljkrAp_xWMeg-n_ZpB2LA-jt85WbC-htW50%2Fs%2F908613525%2Fbr%2F157155057074-l&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.lawless%40dot.gov%7Ca5c1e99d379e47da335c08db315d5f46%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638158049325173422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SSLvWq%2BXfDqWqGOMymyqJLSwqb5p98AIh1DcRKGLLDo%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vZm9ybXMub2ZmaWNlLmNvbS9QYWdlcy9SZXNwb25zZVBhZ2UuYXNweD9pZD1XeVROeFBCRWxVT2hxamhJMGxqM2k2M0VVYnNmTjJOTWgtS2xzZHRKUnQxVU1qRlpNMWs0VDBGRk1qUkxXVUV4TnpsWlJETklWekpDU0NRbFFDTjBQV2N1JndkTE9SPWM5QjI2NUQ0MS1ERDQ1LTQ1NkItQUM3Ni1CODIzMzlGMEQ0RTMiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjMwMzMwLjc0MzE2MDExIn0.1qvabYYyhjHKBkAhMno2TNozv-i94oNG1DsdGFPrbhM%2Fs%2F908613525%2Fbr%2F157155057074-l&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.lawless%40dot.gov%7Ca5c1e99d379e47da335c08db315d5f46%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638158049325173422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gMU2XatWz7r5Hod7pJGPERJo9Sjn%2FBt5A46%2Bo4Klt68%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmVjZnIuZ292L2N1cnJlbnQvdGl0bGUtNDkvc3VidGl0bGUtQi9jaGFwdGVyLVZJL3BhcnQtNjI1IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMDMzMC43NDMxNjAxMSJ9.QNMWC1ezZinQZGO2f4VmMAqD73IaoD08QKfm9ds1bW4%2Fs%2F908613525%2Fbr%2F157155057074-l&data=05%7C01%7Cemily.lawless%40dot.gov%7Ca5c1e99d379e47da335c08db315d5f46%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638158049325173422%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5DZLHnnKIwgtj22cLkL75WnJWWd3a4EoCXLnla%2FgaB8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.transit.dot.gov/TAM
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/asset-management/2023-fta-transit-asset-management-roundtable
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/asset-management/2023-fta-transit-asset-management-roundtable
https://trb.secure-platform.com/a/page/asset_management
https://trb.secure-platform.com/a/page/asset_management
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=WyTNxPBElUOhqjhI0lj3i63EUbsfN2NMh-KlsdtJRt1UMTBFNTlaN1pHSjBNRlZRWVFSUkhRWU5UMCQlQCN0PWcu
https://www.transit.dot.gov/research-innovation/cybersecurity-assessment-tool-transit-catt
https://www.nbcchicago.com/news/local/chicago-electric-buses-winters-challenges/3086793/
https://dayton247now.com/news/local/over-32-million-announced-to-modernize-ohios-bus-fleets-and-facilities
https://dayton247now.com/news/local/over-32-million-announced-to-modernize-ohios-bus-fleets-and-facilities


      

     

  

     

  

    

    

  

    

     
   

 

   

    

    

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Metropolitan Transportation Authority (MTA) to spend $1 billion on subway, commuter 

rail accessibility upgrades: The MTA is set to advance over $1 billion in accessibility 

upgrades at subway and commuter rail stations across the New York City’s metropolitan area. 

Eight stations in Brooklyn, Queens, and the Bronx are set to become ADA accessible with the 

addition of 21 new elevators. 

Pittsburgh Regional Transit (PRT) to restart construction on light rail tunnel: PRT will 

resume construction inside the Mt. Lebanon light rail tunnel. Beginning on 3/06, contractors will 

start replacing the conduit on the inbound side of the tunnel. 

SEPTA Inks $5.8M Contract to Make 3 Stations Fully ADA Accessible: SEPTA has 
engaged Jacobs Engineering to perform accessibility improvements to stations in need of 
repair. The accessibility improvements are coming to three subway stations on the SEPTA 
Broad Street Line and Broad-Ridge Spur that are currently only accessible by stairs. The 
improvements will make the three stations fully ADA accessible. 

Free WRTA rides more economical than collecting fares: Since March 2020, Worcester 

Regional Transit Authority’s buses have been free of charge. Fare-free rides were 

implemented as a result COVID-19, and the program has been extended multiple times 

through June 2023. 

https://www.amny.com/transit/mta-billion-subway-commuter-rail-accessibility/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-regional-transit-to-restart-construction-on-light-rail-tunnel/
https://www.cbsnews.com/pittsburgh/news/pittsburgh-regional-transit-to-restart-construction-on-light-rail-tunnel/
https://www.nbcphiladelphia.com/news/transportation-and-transit/septa-contract-stations-fully-accessible-ada/3533192/
https://www.wbjournal.com/article/wrta-to-offer-free-fares-for-rest-of-the-year
https://www.wbjournal.com/article/wrta-board-votes-for-another-year-of-free-fares-with-long-term-solution-on-the-horizon



