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FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION

FTA Publishes Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: Public

Transportation Agency Safety Plans

On Wednesday, April 26, 2023, FTA published a Notice of Proposed

Rul i NPRM) in the Federal Redi ; FTA invites the public to submit
ulemaking ( ) in the Federal Register proposing new comments on the PTASP NRPM

requirements for the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plans by June 26, 2023.
(PTASP) regulation at 49 CFR Part 673. These updates include
revisions to incorporate statutory changes from the Bipartisan
Infrastructure Law. FTA is also proposing revisions to the PTASP
regulation based on coordination and alignment with other FTA
programs and safety rulemakings.!

The PTASP NPRM Overview
webinar presentation and
recording are available online.
For further information, please
visit the PTASP webpage.

Summary of the Updates to the PTASP Regulation

The graphic below provides a quick reference to proposed changes as they apply to Section
5307 recipients that serve an Urbanized Area of 200,000 or more (large urbanized area
providers), recipients that serve an Urbanized Area of fewer than 200,000 (small urbanized area
providers), rail transit agencies, and all transit agencies. Requirements from one or more
sections may apply to a transit agency depending on the modes of service they operate and the
size(s) of the Urbanized Area(s) they serve.

Large Urbanized Area Providers Small Urbanized Area Providers

« Safety Committee « Cooperation with frontline transit worker representatives on
» Safety risk reduction program Agency Safety Plan development

« Safety Performance Targets for safety risk reduction program

= Safety training for maintenance employees

Proposed Changes
to PTASP

Rail Transit Agencies All Transit Agencies

= Clarification of PTASP applicability * New and updated definitions
« Policies and procedures regarding State Safety Oversight Agency « Clarification regarding PTASP certification
risk-based inspection » Transit worker assaults, near-misses, unsafe acts and conditions in
* Any policies and procedures for Roadway Worker Protection the an employee safety reporting program
agency has issued * Infectious disease guidance from CDC or a State health authority
+ Continuous Improvement extended to Small Public Transportation
Providers
= De-escalation training

1 The contents of this document do not have the force and effect of law and are not meant to bind the publicin
any way. This document is intended only to provide clarity to the public regarding existing requirements under the
law or agency policies. Grantees and subgrantees should refer to FTA’s statutes and regulations for applicable
requirements.

This article was originally published in the May 2023 issue of the Transit Safety & Oversight Spotlight newsletter.
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-49/subtitle-B/chapter-VI/part-673
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/safety/tso-spotlight-may-2023-issue
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/safety/public-transportation-agency-safety-program/public-transportation-0
https://usdot.zoomgov.com/rec/play/lRzpseccDjMNl3idfyMlHtgx13QHR5a88M04_1ld_soMtpDH7sbBJ0eFy3eAnR57w5BtV58vZbuBFyGI._ysqVH1hNVXZidfO?continueMode=true
https://www.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-TAC
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FTA is also proposing revisions to the PTASP regulation based on coordination and alignment
with other FTA programs and safety rulemakings.

For a detailed explanation of each change, see the PTASP NPRM. FTA has also published a
markup of proposed changes in the rulemaking docket.

Public Comments

The public may send comments, identified by the docket number FTA-2023-0007 or Regulatory
Information Number 2132-AB44, by any of the following methods:

e Use the “Submit a Formal Comment” button on the top of the PTASP NPRM page.

¢ Submit a comment at Regulations.gov. (See also Regulations.gov Tips for Submitting
Effective Comments for a guide to writing an effective comment.)

o Fax: (202) 493-2251

¢ Mail: Docket Management Facility, U.S. Department of Transportation, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E., West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140, Washington, D.C., 20590-
0001.

e Hand Delivery/Courier: West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue S.E., Washington, D.C., between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET, Monday through Friday,
except Federal holidays.

FTA is also interested in hearing from the transit industry and other interested stakeholders
about experiences establishing confidential close-call/near-miss reporting methods for transit
workers. Please see the specific questions asked in the PTASP NPRM and submit any comments
through one of the commenting options listed above.

PTASP Technical Assistance Available Now
/PTASP - Access one-on-one Agency Safety Plan support
/S TECHNICAL - Learn and share through the PTASP Community of Practice
ES?SNT#NECE - Explore the PTASP Resource Library

https:/MWww.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-TAC
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https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/program-oversight/proposed-changes-ptasp-requirements-49-cfr-673
https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-programs/program-oversight/proposed-changes-ptasp-requirements-49-cfr-673
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans#open-comment
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans
https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/FTA-2023-0007-0001
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-regulations-faq/pdf/Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/prod-regulations-faq/pdf/Tips-For-Submitting-Effective-Comments.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/26/2023-08777/public-transportation-agency-safety-plans#p-42
https://www.transit.dot.gov/PTASP-TAC
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