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nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
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Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
1
Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s):
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
0
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	ResetButton1: 
	Validate Form: 
	programCodeHidden: FTA-2024-TEST-V1
	programVersionHidden: 1
	Yes: 
	No: 
	lbl_hidden_rbl_Resubmission: Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
	cFocus: 
	Grants.gov Tracking Number (13 characters): 
	lbl_hidden_txt_grantsNumber: Grants.gov Tracking Number
	Organization Legal Name: (200 characters): Central Ohio Transit Authority
	lbl_hidden_txt_orgLegalName: Organization Legal Name
	FTA Recipient ID Number: (30 characters): 1228
	lbl_hidden_txt_ftaRecipientIdNumber: FTA Recipient ID Number
	Organization CEO: (200 characters): Monica Téllez-Fowler
	lbl_hidden_txt_orgCEO: Organization CEO
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsSponsorOfTransit: Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
	Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people): 
	Small Urbanized Area (50,000-199,999 people): 
	Rural (less than 50,000 people): 
	lbl_hidden_rbl_ProjectLocation: Project Location
	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) is a Regional Transit Authority and Political Subdivision of the State of Ohio, organized under Sections 306.30 through 306.50 of the Ohio Revised Code. COTA provides fixed route, paratransit, and on-demand micro transit public transportation services within a primarily urbanized service area of 562 square miles with approximately 1.4 million residents. COTA’s service area consists of Franklin County, OH and the portions of Delaware, Fairfield, Licking, and Union Counties included within the municipal corporation limits of the cities of Columbus, Dublin, Reynoldsburg, and Westerville.COTA is currently in the project development phase of the East Main Street bus rapid transit (BRT) corridor. The East Main Street route has been highlighted as a key corridor in the LinkUS Mobility Initiative, a comprehensive mobility and growth initiative in Central Ohio. The goals of LinkUS are to enhance access to jobs, housing, healthcare, and education by building mobility systems driving inclusive and accessible future growth. This innovative approach includes high-capacity and advanced rapid transit, bikeways, greenways, complete streets, roadway safety, pedestrian improvements, and development along key regional corridors throughout Central Ohio. LinkUS is a collaborative initiative co-sponsored by COTA, the City of Columbus, the Mid-Ohio Regional Planning Commission (MORPC), and Franklin County.   The proposed planning study seeks to position the future East Main Street BRT corridor to align with the aforementioned goals of the LinkUS initiative. The 13.6-mile East Main Street corridor will operate between downtown Columbus and the City of Reynoldsburg traveling through parts of Columbus, Bexley, and Whitehall. The project is intended to serve 18 stations and operate in a combination of center dedicated lanes and sections of mixed traffic. The project is expected to feature specially branded zero-emission or electric vehicles, near-level boarding at stations, off-board fare collection, complete streets improvements, transit signal priority, improved station amenities with enhanced safety and security, and increased transit service. The estimated capital cost for the project is $385 million. COTA is planning to seek $150 million from the Small Starts program. The project will improve connectivity within and beyond the East Main Street BRT corridor; it will support and catalyze new types of equitable development and redevelopment projects and improve access to housing, goods and services, and employment for historically disadvantaged communities in and around the corridor. COTA selected the East Main BRT as the locally preferred alternative in July 2021. It was subsequently included in the region’s fiscally constrained long-range transportation plan in September 2021. COTA anticipates completing the environmental review process with receipt of a categorical exclusion by 2025, receiving a Small Starts Grant Agreement in 2026, and beginning revenue service in 2029.
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	Project Title: (200 characters): TOD Learning, Visioning, Engaging, and Capacity Building for the LinkUS East Main Street Rapid Transit Corridor  
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	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The East Main St. corridor is the second planned BRT in Columbus. Learning, visioning, engaging, and capacity building are the core pillars forming the foundation of TOD planning for LinkUS, the region’s mobility initiative. This project will address all six MAP-21 factors to: (1) generate ridership, connectivity, and long-term development opportunities along the East Main St. BRT; (2) spur multimodal connectivity by integrating equitable transit-oriented development (ETOD) with supportive infrastructure, including bikeways, greenways, and sidewalks; (3) facilitate safe connections to micromobility hubs and shared use paths; (4) evaluate development program tools to identify the potential gaps that might inhibit mixed use development; (5) leverage station area plans to evaluate gaps in infrastructure and identify financing strategies; and (6) build on coordination between LinkUS partners and the private sector.
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	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: The proposed East Main St. BRT, approximately 13.6 miles, will operate on 8.75 miles of dedicated guideway and 4.9 miles of mixed traffic along East Main Street from downtown Columbus to Reynoldsburg. The East Main St. BRT will have 18 stations, including 15 center-median-running stations and one side running station. The Spring Street Terminal will be used for the downtown end of line and a new park-and-ride station will be used at the end the line in Reynoldsburg. Station locations include: (1) Spring Street Terminal; (2) 3rd St & Broad St; (3) 3rd St & Rich St; (4) Main St & 4th St; (5) Grant Avenue; (6) 18th Street; (7) Champion Avenue; (8) Kelton Avenue; (9) Alum Creek Drive; (10) Drexel Road; (11) James Road; (12) Collingswood Avenue; (13) Hamilton Road; (14) Fairway Boulevard; (15) Brice Road; (16) Davidson/Haft Drive; (17) Taylor Road; and (18) Eastwood Park & Ride.  The BRT is expected to begin revenue service in 2029, greatly enhancing mobility options for Central Ohio.
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The East Main St. BRT is currently in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) Program as a Small Starts Project. The East Main St. BRT formally entered Project Development (PD) in October 2021, completed 30 percent design in early 2024, and is anticipated to complete 60 percent design in December 2024.
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	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The East Main St. BRT project will significantly upgrade the current Line 2 that operates along the corridor. The project represents a substantial investment in a single route in a defined corridor or subarea. The current capital cost is approximately $385 million and includes features that emulate the services provided by rail fixed guideway public transportation systems. The project will operate in a separate right-of-way dedicated for BRT on 64 percent of the alignment.  The BRT will transition to mixed traffic within segments in the City of Bexley and two highway bridges/overpasses and portions of City of Reynoldsburg near the end of the line. The BRT will have 18 defined stations with near-level platforms and transit signal priority. It will operate every 10 to 20 minutes between 5:00 AM and 12:00 AM, including peak periods, seven days per week.
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: Advance TOD Implementation: During the preliminary planning phase of the East Main St. BRT, 5 of the 18 station areas are being studied for TOD potential; however, further planning work is required to study ETOD for these stations to align with LinkUS goals for equity and to ensure that corridor residents and businesses will benefit from, and not be displaced by, new development. TOD funding will allow for the ongoing 5-station effort to be further considered under an ETOD framework, while also developing full ETOD plans for the remaining 13 BRT stations. Federal funds are needed to support critical TOD planning work to better understand station area demographics/dynamics to align a CIG transit investment with community infrastructure (Phase 1), to align with the vision  of the LinkUS Community Action Plan (Attachment 3) and MORPC’s Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy (Attachment 4) (Phase 2), and to formalize ETOD policies for all stations in the corridor and advance goals of equitable development in partnership with transit investments (Phase 3). TOD Planning for the BRT Corridor:East Main Street will be the second BRT in central Ohio and will continue the momentum established from ETOD planning around COTA’s first planned BRT corridor, West Broad Street, which is supported by a FY23 TOD grant. East Main Street offers development potential with approximately 180 acres of vacant land within a half mile of the corridor. The corridor has an average of four dwelling units per acre (DUA) and about 5,000 people per square mile. Opportunity sites along the corridor have been identified to catalyze a shift away from car-centric development. As equity is a key focus of this process, one of the study’s priorities includes more low-income residents in mixed-income communities along the BRT corridor.Elevate Disadvantaged Communities: Funding for the project will support efforts to achieve regional goals for ETOD and ensure that new development benefits vulnerable populations in Columbus. Corridor residents rank in the 57th percentile for Social Vulnerability (USDOT Equitable Transportation Community Explorer). According to the Environmental Justice (EJ) Screening tool, residents in the South of Main and Barnett Park neighborhoods ranked in the 97th percentile for low-income. According to the American Community Survey (2018-2022), 18% of residents along the corridor live below the poverty threshold. Roughly 47.3% of the 34,144 housing units in the area are renter occupied, highlighting the risk for displacement if future higher home values lead to rent hikes. Providing transportation and affordable housing options will elevate these disadvantaged communities.Address Climate Change, Affordable Housing, and Challenges Facing EJ Populations:The Near East area has been identified as a “Community Reinvestment Areas” by the City of Columbus. Implementation of ETOD within the corridor will support regional climate goals by reducing harmful emissions. Columbus’ annual GHG emissions from household auto use is 22.4 tons per acre. Today, 187,461 jobs are accessible within a 30-minute transit ride. Through the LinkUS initiative and ETOD, the region will expand the number of jobs accessible via transit, reducing the need for personal vehicles. About 54% of census tracts within the corridor are identified as disadvantaged and rank high for Climate and Disaster Risk Burden, Health Vulnerability Burden and Environmental Burden (USDOT ETC tool). Environmental hazards place residents at risk for health disparities, economic hardship, and negative outcomes, and exacerbate the negative impacts of inequality.  The USDOT’s Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer shows that the census tracts within the corridor rank in the 77th percentile for asthma prevalence. ETOD will facilitate alternative modes of transportation to expand opportunities for lower VMT emissions, reducing health impacts from transportation.
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: Funding for this project will produce an ETOD Plan for the East Main Street corridor that advances ETOD and community wealth-generation goals. The study area will focus on ½-mile areas around 18 stations of the 13.6-mile East Main corridor. The project will apply an equity framework through meaningful and inclusive public participation, emphasizing vulnerable low-income and minority communities who are at risk of displacement.  This will produce 18 area plans which each municipality can apply to their land use plans and economic development drivers. Task 1 - Project Management (Months 1-12) – A dedicated Project Manager will create a detailed project plan and work closely with appointed designees from the City of Columbus, City of Bexley, City of Whitehall and City of Reynoldsburg to coordinate delivery of a comprehensive study per FTA requirements. Deliverables: Project plan; comprehensive study.Task 2 – Community Input (Months 1-12) – Please see the “Community Input” section of this application for additional details. • 2.1 Community & Stakeholder Engagement• 2.2 Community Ambassadors & Targeted Outreach – Recruit facilitators/community ambassadors per each jurisdiction’s direction, host co-creation workshops to empower local underserved and Justice40 voices• 2.3 Public Outreach• 2.4 Communications and Education. Deliverables:  ETOD Community Engagement Report.Task 3 – ETOD Readiness Analysis (Months 1-3) • 3.1 Equity Assessment – Analysis of demographics, displacement, gentrification, and environmental justice• 3.2 Corridor Market Analysis & Affordable Housing Analysis – Review real estate market trends; conduct assessment of housing inventory to validate the demand for affordable housing• 3.3 Transit Supportive Development Readiness – Review zoning updates and planning and regulatory conditions to determine the readiness of the corridor for ETOD and transit supportive products• 3.4 Development Barriers & Opportunity Sites Prioritization – Roundtable to workshop SWOT on barriers to equitable development and provide feedback on opportunity sites.Deliverables: East Main ETOD Readiness Report, including all above sections.Task 4 - ETOD Visioning (Months 3-9)• 4.1 ETOD Framework – Building off the LinkUS ETOD Action Plan, categorize ETOD station typologies and outline intended policy and community outcomes. • 4.2 Station Area Framework Plan – Develop a long-term land use vision for station areas comparing key performance indicators for alternative land use scenarios• 4.3 Development Concepts for Catalyst Sites – Produce development concepts for three to five strategic sites in station areas that are poised for redevelopment in collaboration with property owners and corresponding municipality. Deliverables: ETOD framework, station plans, catalyst sites concepts, and feasibility analysis. Task 5 – Implementation Plan & Capacity Building (Months 9-12)• 5.1 Education Toolkits – Assemble a series of implementation toolkits to promote project outcomes after the conclusion of the formal study. Toolkits, each including a set of policies, incentives, and best practices to guide implementation actions, may address topics such as housing, financing, workforce development, mobility, and last-mile connections. • 5.2 Regulatory & Code Updates – Working with project partners and land use authorities, coordinate land use changes with ongoing rezoning work in the region.• 5.3 Implementation & Action Plan – While the education toolkits are for community-led strategies, this deliverable is for the entire ETOD corridor strategy and will summarize the action plan for each partner and stakeholder, the timeline of implementation, potential funding, and critical pathways to support ETOD. • 5.4 ETOD Strategy Plan – Create a formal document, website, and other supporting materials to comprehensively conclude the project plan adoption.  Deliverables: Education toolkits, regulatory & code update memo, ETOD strategy plan.
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	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: LinkUS Leadership Coalition: The Foundational Partnership:The LinkUS transportation initiative is a partnership between the City of Columbus, COTA, Franklin County, and MORPC (“Partners”) that was established in 2019 and grew out of several regional planning efforts. The LinkUS Coalition provides a formalized structure for collaboration and communication between members. The LinkUS Community Action Plan (Attachment 3) outlines a recommended regional TOD strategy to conserve and create affordable housing and jobs. The Partners endorse the LinkUS plan and establish the framework for future intergovernmental agreements and memorandums of understanding (MOUs), including financial agreements to share corridor design workload and decision-making matrixes. Partnership between COTA and the Cities of Columbus, Bexley, Whitehall, and Reynoldsburg (Land Use Authority): COTA is partnering with the cities of Columbus, Bexley, Whitehall, and Reynoldsburg as the lead land use authorities and project partners on the East Main BRT. The City of Columbus is currently revising the city zoning code, anticipated for completion in 2024. This effort (“Zone In”) will strategically target parcels along LinkUS corridors for ETOD opportunities and transit-supportive land use. Columbus has partnered with COTA on various planning projects, including Connect Columbus (ongoing), the Smart Columbus Initiative (ongoing), and the Downtown Columbus Strategic Plan (ongoing). As LinkUS Partners, COTA and the City of Columbus are working to develop an MOU for the East Main BRT project to outline roles, responsibilities, and funding commitments. The City and COTA are working together to identify opportunities for transit and transit-support infrastructure, along with the zoning update, to facilitate opportunities to implement TOD policies identified through this project and in the region. In 2023, the City of Whitehall adopted an updated zoning code with the intent of allowing more dense residential development and buildings up to 12 stories in three selected nodes, one of which is an identified East Main BRT station area. The City of Reynoldsburg updated zoning regulations in 2020 to remove barriers to development and to encourage more dense housing within the community.  Zoning in the City of Bexley allows for mixed use along Main Street. The Bexley community has been focused on redevelopment opportunities in collaboration with LinkUS partners. See partner letters in Attachment 5.Partnership between COTA and Housing Authority: COTA is partnering with the Columbus Metropolitan Housing Authority (CMHA), recognizing the importance of ensuring an adequate supply of affordable housing within every transit corridor. Supporting local initiatives such as Zone In and other development reforms is a top priority for CHMA. CHMA is currently working with the City of Reynoldsburg on an affordable housing development in the project area near the Davidson/Haft Drive station. Partnership with Corridor Jurisdictions:  As a project in the FTA CIG pipeline, COTA is partnering with the Ohio Department of Transportation, MORPC, Franklin County, the City of Columbus, City of Bexley, City of Whitehall and City of Reynoldsburg. As part of the project development process, COTA is coordinating with each city and Franklin County to develop MOUs regarding their specific land use control in segments of the corridor. COTA and its partners are committed to delivering the East Main BRT through the FTA CIG process. Together with the LinkUS Coalition, COTA is committed to integrating ETOD in the corridor to set the framework for future rapid transit corridors. See Attachment 6 for letters from supporters. Having multiple land use jurisdictions actively engaged in this planning process will ensure that attainable housing is meaningfully integrated into the corridor through land use policy decisions and finance tools.
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	Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds (4000 characters):: COTA commits to providing a local match for this effort and has allocated $120,000 within its 2025 operational budget, within the Development Division, as a line-item match for the FY24 FTA TOD Grant application. COTA’s 2025 operational budget is scheduled to be approved by the COTA Board of Trustees in December 2024. LinkUS is a priority for the agency as is reflected in each division’s budget request. See Attachment 7 for a letter from the CEO confirming COTA’s financial commitment and a memorandum justifying the requested Federal share (90%).  
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	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_FederalAmnt: Federal TOD Amount
	TOD Match Amount: 12000.00
	TOD Match Amount: 41000.00
	TOD Match Amount: 25000.00
	TOD Match Amount: 30000.00
	TOD Match Amount: 12000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	Other Funds: 0.00
	Other Funds: 0.00
	Other Funds: 0.00
	Other Funds: 0.00
	Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	Total Cost: 120000.00
	Total Cost: 410000.00
	Total Cost: 250000.00
	Total Cost: 300000.00
	Total Cost: 120000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_budgetRepeatable: Project Budget
	Insert Project Budget Item: 
	Grand Total  - Federal TOD Amount: 1080000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalFederalAmnt: Grand Total - Federal TOD Amount
	Grand Total - TOD Match Amount: 120000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalLocalMatch: Grand Total - TOD Match Amount
	Grand Total - Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOtherFederal: Grand Total - Other Federal Funds
	Grand Total - Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOther: Grand Total - Other Funds
	Grand Total - Total Cost: 1200000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalTotalCost: Grand Total - Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 756000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): If FTA is unable to award the full funding requested, COTA has identified a scalable project scope with a total project cost of $840,000. This scaled project could be implemented with a reduced grant award of $756,000 (90 percent Federal share). COTA remains committed to providing the necessary local match for a reduced award as described in the COTA local financial commitments documentation in Attachment 7.  A reduced award would scale down the anticipated scope of work in Task 2 and 4 from 18 BRT stations to 5 BRT stations along the East Main St. corridor. The scope of work for Tasks 1, 3, and 5 would remain unchanged. The five stations would be: (1) 18th Street; (2) Alum Creek Drive; (3) James Road; (4) Hamilton Road; and (5) Davidson/Haft Drive. These five station locations are representative of the various development typologies identified for each station along the East Main St. corridor, differing based on likely land use and density. By focusing Phase 2 on locations that are representative of the corridor’s various development typologies, this scaled project will still allow the LinkUS partners to produce station area framework plans while also achieving the FTA’s Pilot Program for TOD planning objectives.COTA remains committed to providing the necessary local match for a reduced award as described in the COTA local financial commitments documentation in Attachment 7. The revised scope of work and scaled budget are summarized as follows:• Task 1 Project Management ($120,000) – The workplan assumes a similar level of effort as the full project scope required to coordinate with project partners and build organizational capacity to manage the first ETOD corridor planning effort for Columbus and the East Main Street BRT. • Task 2 Public Engagement ($250,000) – The Public Engagement Strategy remains central to the ETOD planning effort and the LinkUS vision. The scaled budget focuses on corridor-wide ETOD policy goals and capacity building. • Task 3 ETOD Readiness Analysis ($35,000) – The five stations currently undergoing a market analysis and density capacity analysis, due for completion by Q3 2024. This revised scope includes the following sub-tasks for the five stations: 1) Equity Assessment and Affordable Housing Assessment for the five stations, and 3) revising the Development Barriers evaluation to address achieving equitable development goals. • Task 4 ETOD Visioning ($185,000) - The scope of visioning work will not change but will be scaled down to five stations.• Task 5 Implementation and Action Plan ($250,000) - Deliverables maintained per full scope, applicable to the whole project level.
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: Most of the East Main Street corridor is identified as being in the 80-90th percentile for Particulate Matter 2.5 according to the EPA's Environmental Justice Screening and Mapping Tool. As the regional air quality monitor, MORPC has identified the area as a maintenance area for ozone and particulate matter 2.5. Per EPA guidance, the region is in attainment for all NAAQS pollutants.  MORPC and Franklin County Public Health launched a neighborhood air quality monitoring program in 2022 utilizing PurpleAir monitors to study air pollution at the local level. One monitor is located along the corridor at this time, with future expansions planned. Data collected can be used to evaluate the impact of more connected, walkable development patterns on reducing unsafe air pollution. MORPC is closely monitoring the new proposed rules from the EPA for particulate matter and will comply with the standards when final rule making is issued. MORPC issues an end-of-season air quality report each year that defines the number of alerts that have been issued and the trends for each type of particulate matter. MORPC utilizes this report to study mode shift alternatives and tools that can be implemented to reduce health disparities seen along more polluted corridors including the East Main Street corridor.The Columbus Climate Action Plan and the COTA Sustainability Plan have targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions utilizing mode shift projections and a shift to zero emissions vehicles (Attachment 8). The BRT corridor is designed to reduce emissions along the corridor, aligning with these guiding documents.
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: EJ Communities Along the Corridor:According to USDOT’s Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer, there are 43 census tracts within the study area, of which 23 (53.5%) are indicated as disadvantaged. USDOT ETC data indicates that, on average, 37% of residents in the corridor’s census tracts live below 200% of the federal poverty level (FPL) and 19% live below the FPL. ETC data also shows that the percent of the population with disabilities, percent without a vehicle (NV), and the number of traffic fatalities (TF) per 100k population exceed the citywide averages. Reduce Harm for EJ Communities: COTA and its partners are actively implementing strategies in the East Main BRT project to reduce harm to EJ communities. including air quality and the natural environment. The ETOD effort will continue to incorporate meaningful engagement with EJ communities both in and along the corridor. Non-car alternatives and supportive infrastructure will reduce the need for auto travel along the corridor and incentivize transit, thus reducing vehicle miles traveled (VMT) and transportation-related rates of asthma. Active transportation improvements are also programmed for this corridor which will support public health by increasing residents’ incentives for physical activity. Additionally, putting more homes and job opportunities along the corridor should reduce household transportation cost-burden for low-income households. Equitable Housing Choices:While traditional TOD projects provide increased housing development and density, they are typically market-driven and sold or rented at a higher price point than what would be considered affordable to low-income individuals. Many residents currently living along the corridor are considered low-income, earning less than or equal to twice the federal poverty level; the average household income for East Main corridor residents was approximately $7,815 less than the average for the region, according to 2018-2022 ACS data. Understanding that the development of new market rate housing will likely be unattainable to current residents, a more equitable approach to housing TOD is warranted for this corridor. Housing strategies developed by MORPC and the City of Columbus  (Attachment 9) will guide investment  within the corridor . Creating equitable housing choices will ensure low-income residents are not displaced by new development. Equitable housing choices typically include both rental and ownership options that offer a broad range of typologies and price points affordable to individuals considered low-to-moderate income. This housing will provide options for low-income residents that are both eligible and ineligible for Federal Housing Assistance programs so they can continue to afford to live in their neighborhood in the future. Anticipated benefits as a result of the ETOD corridor study include new tools to avoid displacement, right-sizing developments to mix individuals of all incomes, a mixture of housing options from rental units to attainable homes, and access to neighborhood-serving amenities, including grocery stores, parks, medical facilities, and entertainment options. Coordination with the developers and property owners after the issuance of the ETOD study will be crucial to obtaining the ladders of opportunity successes for environmental justice populations. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions:The City of Columbus issued its first Climate Action Plan in 2021 with a subsequent update planned for 2025 (Attachment 9). This plan includes the LinkUS partners and identifies several climate mitigation strategies that will be utilized for the East Main Street BRT corridor as aligned with the four major action sectors of sustainable neighborhoods, buildings, transportation, and waste. The Plan includes a broad goal to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 100% by 2050 with objectives such as reducing vehicle miles by 40% by 2050. The Plan points to the importance of supporting an equitable mode shift. This project will contribute toward this goal by facilitating residents’ use of transit rather than single occupancy vehicles. Reducing transportation emissions has significant climate and public health benefits including reducing particulate matter pollution and transportation-related asthma rates.The East Main BRT project is also aligned with COTA’s 2022 Sustainability Plan and 2024 Fleet Transition Plan. Through these guiding documents, COTA has set an ambitious goal to achieve net-zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045. This requires transitioning COTA’s fleet of approximately 300 transit buses to 100 percent zero-emission vehicles by 2035. The East Main Street BRT also supports specific goals in MORPC's Metropolitan Transportation Plan 2024-2050 to implement high-capacity transit corridors, as a means to move and connect more people, and to help the region reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions by enabling mode-shift. (See Attachment 8.)Increasing Efficient Housing:This study will support the City of Columbus’s Climate Action Plan by answering the imperative for increased development density to build sustainable neighborhoods. The study will identify potential barriers to development, facilitate denser development, and support station area visions for resilient communities. The Climate Action Plan identifies the City of Columbus’s Building and Zoning department as an implementer for increasing energy efficiency and adopting resiliency standards. With community input guiding the ETOD study process and station area visions, the project will be able to recommend strategies and policies for creating efficient and resilient communities specifically aimed at including low-income residents. Per the 2023 COTA On-Board Survey, 96% of riders walk to the bus stop. The study will also support the development of location-efficient housing, in addition to updated, energy efficient housing. This location efficiency, at the center of ETOD, will be combined with an equity lens to ensure disadvantaged communities are included and benefit from this efficiency. The plan specifically recommends infill development to tie together housing and opportunity with transit infrastructure. The East Main project also includes a new park and ride facility that will connect to existing park and ride facilities. The equitable transit-oriented development to be made possible by this study will allow for more connected, dense housing and mixed-use districts along the corridor with opportunities to walk, bike, and ride rapid transit, thus reducing vehicle miles and emissions. Protecting the Region’s Water:The East Main Street corridor transects the Alum Creek and Big Walnut watersheds which are part of the region’s Rapid 5 initiative. The mission of Rapid 5 is to unite the region’s five unique waterways and thousands of acres of greenspace to create one of the largest interconnected park systems in the nation. The Franklin County Zoning Resolution (January 2023) section 655 established a district to protect and enhance the functions of riparian areas by providing reasonable controls, governing structures, and uses within a riparian setback along watercourses in the Alum Creek and Big Walnut Creek watersheds which intersect with the East Main Corridor.
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: LinkUS Centers Equity:The LinkUS Partners, inclusive of COTA, are committed to addressing racial equity and increasing access to opportunity in the East Main Street BRT corridor and across the region. Previous planning work has included an evaluation of potential benefits and impacts to communities of concern. These communities have been identified by seven common indicators which include people of color, low-income households, people with disabilities, people with low English proficiency, children, seniors, and poor vehicle access. Addressing equity and barriers to opportunity is central to the LinkUS mission. Over half of COTA’s ridership is comprised of minority residents. This study includes an equity assessment to understand the potential impacts of the project and can be used to develop mitigation strategies for removing transportation barriers and disparities.Equity Assessment and Removing Barriers to Opportunity:Per the LinkUs ETOD Action Plan, when compared to the Columbus metropolitan region, residents of the East Main BRT corridor achieve lower levels of education, earn less per household, and rely more commonly on public transit.An Equity Assessment will be conducted as a subtask to the Phase 1 Existing Conditions task for this study that will outline key sociodemographic and economic characteristics and trends of the East Main corridor, focused on identifying disproportional disparities the corridor communities have experienced compared to the region. Further, an equity framework will be used to evaluate and prioritize ETOD policies and proposed projects. Advancing equity through the introduction of mobility options is a key priority identified by the LinkUS Community Action Plan (Attachment 3).The East Main corridor is home to residents with lower-than-average household incomes compared to the metro average. While the median household income for metro Columbus is about $72,000, the average median income for corridor residents is approximately $59,084 (ACS 2018-2022). Additionally, nearly 51,000 residents and over 130,000 jobs in 2020 were located within East Main station areas, defined as a half-mile radius surrounding the BRT stations. Within these station areas, nearly 20 percent of residents live below the poverty threshold, 13 percent of households lack access to a vehicle, and 46 percent of residents are people of color (ACS 2018-2022). Mobility is a crucial aspect of addressing equity in the region. Enhancing the transit-supportiveness of land use along the corridor through ETOD efforts will remove barriers to opportunity for these zero car households, for low-income households, and for minority residents. Providing equitable transportation access along East Main Street will reduce both physical and economic barriers to accessing jobs and opportunities for Black and other minority populations living within the study area. An $1.08 million federal investment for the East Main Street BRT Corridor TOD planning study will proactively address racial disparities and reduce barriers to opportunity by removing transportation related obstacles.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: At least three of the station areas (18th, Nelson, and Brice) have high rates of homelessness based on the disproportionate number of encampments in those areas that are within the City of Columbus. There is a homeless shelter and several religious-affiliated and social agencies based along the East Main corridor that provide meals, material, and housing assistance to individuals experiencing homelessness.  Furthermore, 20 of the 28 tracts in the corridor are in the 60th percentile or higher for emergency rental assistance.    The LinkUS ETOD planning study will address homelessness holistically by integrating the “A Place to Call Home” strategic framework. As part of the Columbus and Franklin County Continuum of Care, “A Place to Call Home” is a strategic framework that articulates the community’s vision for making sure everyone has a place to call home. This is a framework for action that includes goals tailored to all populations facing homelessness served by the City’s system of care. The goals are aligned with broader community work already underway. Goals also align with HUD performance measures to address homelessness and include priority strategies for action.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The project will directly benefit disadvantaged communities by improving access to jobs, housing, and essential services through coordinated land use planning and rapid transit investment. The disadvantaged communities in the study area identified are low-income communities with low transportation access. These communities rely on transit to access employment, health, and educational opportunities. Facilitating new development, particularly of affordable housing and employment opportunities along the future BRT corridor, will lower housing and transportation costs, while encouraging residents to use transit. The project will expand access to public transit, an affordable, equitable, reliable, and safe mode of transportation, and provide greater transportation access for corridor residents. When COTA surveyed riders they responded that expanding transportation choice was a priority to many (63%) (Attachment 10). COTA is committed to broadening transportation choices for the region.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: According to COTA’s 2023 On-Board Survey, 56% of riders have household incomes below $30,000. Of riders surveyed, 62.4% reported not having access to a vehicle (Attachment 10). Transit-dependent riders may identify in one or both of these definitions.  Per a 2021 East Main Street corridor modeling  analysis, the East Main BRT will attract approximately 14,000 average daily riders in 2040, of which approximately 9,500 are transit-dependent. Additional analyses completed as part of the CIG Small Starts ratings request process will result in updated and refined numbers in August 2024.The East Main Street BRT will holistically serve disadvantaged communities as 54.3% of census tracts within the study area, defined as the area within a ½ mile of the stations, are identified as a Disadvantaged Community by the CEQ’s CEJST tool.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Low-income and low transportation access (count is by 2040)
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 2000000
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 54
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: FTA Simplified-Trips-on-Project (STOPS) model (Pre-Pandemic Model) to identify transit-dependent populations.
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: By better understanding the market trajectory, implementation feasibility, and infrastructure requirements for implementing ETOD surrounding station locations, COTA and the cities of Columbus,  Bexley, Whitehall and Reynoldsburg can better assess which locations are best suited for creating the district boundaries, evaluating the needs, and applying value capture mechanisms such as Tax Increment Finance (TIF), special assessments, Business Improvement Districts, or Joint Development (JD) to help sustain the operations of the East Main BRT and fund future public realm improvements or other desired development incentives. COTA is nearing completion on an initial ETOD study which will measure the market viability to attract equitable development around five stations along the East Main St. corridor. These stations were selected to highlight the potential along the entire corridor. When published, the ETOD study for East Main St. will include an analysis of housing affordability, presence of essential uses, identification of redevelopment opportunities, and recommendations for targeted strategies that could be used to achieve community and regional goals related to ETOD for the five sites. As noted previously, the corridor has more than 180 acres of vacant land within one-half mile of the centerline on East Main. Another 915 acres were determined to be under-developed, indicating a potential to accommodate redevelopment. This presents strong opportunities to attract future growth to the corridor in a manner that supports the housing and economic development goals of the communities that the BRT line will pass through. In fact, preliminary findings of the ETOD study indicated that development opportunities for the five sites is expected to be upwards of 2,350 residential units, 230,000 square feet of retail, 120,000 square feet of office, and 170,000 square feet of light industrial through 2035.  Early results of the initial ETOD study also suggest that in order to support the development of affordable housing units along corridors with a range of mobility options, and to protect the displacement of existing residents and businesses, additional tools will be required to create an equitable environment for development. Applying appropriate value capture mechanisms to some or all of the sites under consideration will allow jurisdictions to have additional leverage over how the sites are developed and encourage development that would benefit a wider variety of stakeholders and community members. Project partners need to be a part of future value capture financing management teams, with specific roles depending on the chosen mechanisms, to ensure that value generated is reinvested to achieve clearly stated goals from this planning study. Additional ETOD planning work that covers the entirety of the stations will build upon the current analyses that have been done to date and investigate a wide variety of standard and alternative finance tools. It will also allow the multi-jurisdictional LinkUS team to understand the most applicable roles and responsibilities for the biggest impact for meaningful TOD with a specific focus on equitable outcomes. Future studies should consider all avenues of value generation, such as land and improvement value increase, rental premiums, height and density bonuses, developer permitting and entitlement support, parking standards, and other elements that would help reinvest broader local value back into the East Main St. corridor in some capacity. A baseline for this work has been established through the current study but can be expanded through future efforts to create a comprehensive assessment of value capture along the entire corridor. The captured value will be utilized to understand how COTA and partners can close financing gaps for station area development, particularly where the private sector alone is insufficient to deliver transit supportive outcomes such as density and affordability.
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: A key goal of this planning study is to provide a vision and spatial and implementation framework for increasing affordable and mixed-income housing near East Main BRT stations to support LinkUS ETOD equity outcomes. Traditional TOD projects are typically market-driven, delivering new housing at higher price points, to drive return on investment to development partners. TOD development patterns tend to accelerate market uplift, often resulting in the displacement of the lower income population the transit investment intended to benefit. Creating equitable housing choices will ensure low-income residents are not displaced by new development. Equitable housing choices will provide options for low-income residents so they can continue to afford to live in their neighborhood in the future, preventing displacement and preserving community social fabric.Just as importantly, the proposed ETOD planning work will help the LinkUS partners and COTA establish a deeper understanding of existing gaps in provision of community services and identify a vision for the future, along with targeted outcomes like affordable quality day-care or senior care, specific wrap-around services, or increased opportunities for small business owners. LinkUS Partners are committed to working alongside neighbors along the corridor to understand the type of mixed-use, mixed-income housing and commercial space that will move the needle on poverty alleviation, improved housing quality, decreases in crime rates and reduction in environmental hazards.  Mixed-income housing and commercial lease space can also draw missing amenities into historic neighborhoods, such as grocery stores, banks and support small business growth.  The East Main Street BRT corridor currently hosts large, medium and small businesses with a wide range of incomes; as such, it is primed for mixed-income development.The scope of work includes a market analysis and an equity assessment that will inform needs and demand for both affordable and market-rate housing developments. The ETOD visioning task will better formalize intended outcomes related to affordable and mixed-income housing, which will be further demonstrated in station area framework plans that will include key performance indicators for each station and across the corridor – such as housing density, housing mix target, and development potential. At a site-specific level, this study will provide development concepts for catalyst sites including a financial analysis based on recommended housing mix and other amenities (retail, services, etc.). The study includes an analysis of existing development tools and programs for the purpose of understanding whether those tools and policies are sufficient to encourage the mixed-income elements desired by the LinkUS initiative (such as affordable housing, workforce housing, and affordable commercial opportunities). COTA and partners will incorporate lessons learned to date from the West Broad Street TOD study, such as the importance of anti-displacement policies and opportunities for new and emerging developers. Housing recommendations included in this study will be informed by the public through various community outreach opportunities, as well as the public, private development stakeholders engaged in the ETOD Advisory Group. The housing analysis will also be informed by MORPC and Columbus Housing Strategy reports (Attachment 9) and broader LinkUS housing and equity goals. The study deliverables will include new tools to avoid displacement, right-sizing developments to mix individuals of all incomes, a mix of housing options from rental units to attainable homes, and neighborhood-focused amenities. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: During the planning phase for the East Main St. project that began in 2021, extensive public and stakeholder engagement occurred to help determine a Locally Preferred Alternative.  A multifaceted approach took place including tabling events, public meetings and pop-up events along the Corridor to help determine the mode, alignment and station locations for the project. In 2022, there were multiple design charettes with stakeholders and the public to help provide input on what the BRT Station designs would look like and what type of amenities should be included.  A virtual design reveal occurred in December 2022 to show the station designs and amenities to the public.  Public engagement activities in 2024 are focused on sharing and gathering input around 30% engineering and design plans as the project team advances and incorporates that feedback into the 60% design plans later this year and into 2025. Activities in 2024 around this project milestone include business canvassing to collect contact information, understand business needs, and share project handouts. Additionally, the project team is focusing on going to locations that represent the diversity of the corridor and where community gathers such as tabling at community events, parades, libraries, bike/walk/roll events, bus rider canvassing, and other pop-up opportunities. Additional outreach events include project hosted public meetings, one-on-one stakeholder meetings and presentations to municipal, business, and other organizational groups to continue to inform the public and stakeholders on project progress and milestones so they can provide meaningful input to shape the East Main Street Corridor station and streetscape design. Targeted outreach has been initiated for the ETOD planning effort, including stakeholder conversations with representatives of Columbus, Bexley, Whitehall, and Reynoldsburg. These conversations helped the team better understand the types of investments that have been made along the corridor, announced developments that align with TOD planning principles, and sites that are deemed ready for investment.   The community input process for this effort will build upon the prior work conducted for LinkUS and the East Main BRT. This community input phase will coordinate with the overall LinkUS engagement efforts that are currently standing up four advisory groups, including groups focused on leadership, community engagement, ETOD, and workforce. The ETOD Advisory Group is comprised of representatives from Central Ohio development, development finance, public sector economic development, and affordable housing. The “ETOD Advisory Group” has two co-chairs: the President and CEO of the Affordable Housing Trust for the city and county, and the CEO of a national development company focused on creating sustainable town center destinations. Private and public sector leader collaboration allows the larger advisory group to understand the impact of this type of partnership. LinkUS Partners are also focused on direct, frequent community engagement, listening to the concerns, visions, and goals of the residents and business owners along the corridor to shape project goals and outcomes. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: Central Ohio has identified a deficiency of at least 200,000 housing units across the region over the next 10 years. Existing tools available to the development community are insufficient to encourage the provision of new housing, particularly at lower price points. Columbus residents voted in 2022 to issue $200 million in bonds to activate attainable housing tools. Of that, $80 million will be used to build affordable rental units, $50 million for affordable homeownership, $40 million to preserve housing affordability, and $30 million for programs and housing for people dealing with homelessness. A portion of this dedicated funding will be coordinated with the development of affordable units along the transit corridors that are also being studied by the City of Columbus’ citywide rezoning effort, Zone In.  Zone In is coordinating the rezoning of 609 parcels along East Main Street with updated mixed use zoning districts. These districts will allow up to 12 stories/floors with an affordability bonus around 2 proposed BRT station locations and up to 7 stories with an affordability bonus along the 2/3 of the remainder of the East Main Street Corridor in the City of Columbus. New development will be required to follow new design standards, and most of the districts along the corridor will restrict the use of automobile-oriented businesses.    In 2024, $100M of the $200M of voter approved bond dollars will be allocated for projects providing affordable housing for families, seniors and individuals experiencing homelessness along with homeownership opportunities for middle income and first-time homebuyers. The first $50M will bring more than 1,200 affordable units into the City of Columbus in 2024. The second $50M will include continued support in 2025 for new affordable rental units, new affordable homeownership, preservation of existing homeownership, and support for those experiencing homelessness. Funding will provide 100 new homeownership opportunities for middle income and first-time homebuyers, nearly $5M in permanent supportive housing, and more than 700 units of affordable housing. In addition, new affordable rental projects committed in 2024 alone total more than $220M in public and private investment in affordable housing. As another affordable housing strategy, the State of Ohio approved a $100 million annual state-level Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) in its most recent budget cycle that can be tapped for projects along the project corridor. The East Main Street BRT project team will identify incentives to achieve the necessary housing mix. The proposed TOD study will support the ongoing work of the City of Columbus and Franklin County by aligning with the City‘s four-pronged approach to: (1) increase the number of housing units; (2) invest in the city through the sustainable development of new affordable housing units; (3) preserve the current housing stock; and (4) ensure that the housing market is inclusive of all peoples regardless of socio-economic status. The City's Pay to Stay legislation passed earlier this year will ensure inclusivity in affordable housing by allowing residents time to secure rental assistance dollars up until a court judgment.  The smaller cities along the East Main corridor—Bexley, Whitehall, and Reynoldsburg—have also been focused on housing affordability in their communities. Whitehall and Reynoldsburg are adding affordable housing inventory in their communities through new development projects that are underway or announced. Bexley is land constrained and focuses on redeveloping opportunities but has acknowledged a need to support the development of affordable housing through creative financing, policies, and incentives.
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	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: Lower Average Household Incomes:The East Main Street BRT corridor will provide essential travel benefits for low-income communities, defined as an average income less than the average household income of the metropolitan Columbus Area. According to the American Community Survey (2017-2021), East Main Corridor residents have a median household income of $59,084 which is less than the Columbus metropolitan area of $72,000. Additionally, nearly one-fifth (19.7%) of residents within these station areas live below the Federal Poverty Level (FPL), 37% live below 200% of the FPL, and 13.1% of households lack access to a vehicle. In comparison, citywide averages include 18.1% below the FPL, 37.1% below 200% of the FPL, and 8.8% without a vehicle. Affordable and reliable transportation options are essential for ensuring equal access to employment opportunities and essential services, particularly for low-income residents and households without access to a personal vehicle. The East Main Street BRT will increase traditionally underserved communities’ access to transportation options, services, and amenities, thus improving overall quality of life.  Equity and Community Development:The project includes an equity assessment which will analyze current demographics within station areas and will include both a gentrification and an environmental justice analysis. As station area residents earn less than the metro Columbus average, these communities are at increased risk for gentrification and displacement. This equity assessment will inform subsequent phases of the project and ensure that development within station areas benefits low income and underserved communities.  ETOD planning within East Main station areas will benefit low-income communities by determining potential barriers to affordable housing construction and facilitating the development of affordable housing through mechanisms such as incentives or rezoning. Housing priced at levels affordable to a variety of incomes will benefit the households identified as having lower than average household incomes.By connecting affordable housing development with rapid transit, the project will bolster BRT investment along the corridor. The East Main BRT will connect residents, including underserved communities, to opportunities and services along this high ridership route. The project will also provide community benefit by improving residents’ access to jobs and alleviating the transportation and housing cost burden for households within the corridor. Fostering ETOD within BRT station areas should help ensure the provision of more affordable housing for Columbus residents, provide job opportunities, and increase access to affordable transportation options in the coming decades. 
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