
Please wait... 
  
If this message is not eventually replaced by the proper contents of the document, your PDF 
viewer may not be able to display this type of document. 
  
You can upgrade to the latest version of Adobe Reader for Windows®, Mac, or Linux® by 
visiting  http://www.adobe.com/go/reader_download. 
  
For more assistance with Adobe Reader visit  http://www.adobe.com/go/acrreader. 
  
Windows is either a registered trademark or a trademark of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Mac is a trademark 
of Apple Inc., registered in the United States and other countries. Linux is the registered trademark of Linus Torvalds in the U.S. and other 
countries.


v1.0.0
Page  of 
Applicant and Proposal Form - FY 2024 Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning
FY 2024 Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning
FY 2024 Pilot Program for Transit-Oriented Development Planning
Applicant and Proposal Profile
Applicant and Proposal Profile
Section I. Applicant Information
Section I. Applicant Information
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Project Location:
Project Location:
Project Location:
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional District
Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
Demonstrated Need
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Timeline Item Description
Timeline Item Date
Partnership Provision
Partnership Provision
Funding Commitments
Funding Commitments
Project Budget
Project Budget
Description
QTY
Federal TOD Amount
TOD Match Amount
Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
Other Funds
Total:
Project Scalability
Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Environmental Justice Populations
Environmental Justice Populations
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Climate Change
Climate Change
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Justice40
Justice40
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
%
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Value Capture
Value Capture
Mixed-Income
Mixed-Income
Community Input
Community Input
Affordable Housing
Affordable Housing
Community Development
Community Development
9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
0
1
Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-015
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-034
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
1
Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s):
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
1
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The City of Cincinnati is a local city government within Hamilton County, Ohio that provides comprehensive services to a city that spans 79.54 square miles and has a population of 308,870 as of the 2022 census. The city operates under the stronger mayor-council form of government and consists of over 26 different departments and divisions. The City of Cincinnati serves as the land use authority within its jurisdiction. Additionally, the city owns and operates the Cincinnati Streetcar, known as "The Connector", and is a grantee of the Federal Transit Administration (FTA). The City of Cincinnati is divided into 52 neighborhoods, and the proposed project will have a direct impact on eight of these neighborhoods. The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) serves the City of Cincinnati as well as 12 townships, 13 villages, and 21 other cities across four counties in Ohio. SORTA's Metro division provides fixed route bus service, including local and express routes, while their Access division operates paratransit services. A 2020 transit levy in Hamilton County enabled the funding necessary to begin implementation of SORTA’s “Reinventing Metro” plan to enhance transit services throughout the county and provide local governments with increased capital project funding for projects that positively impact transit through the newly established Metro Transit Infrastructure Fund (MTIF) grant program. SORTA immediately began work to implement additional local routes, crosstown routes, 24-hour routes, improved infrastructure, and plan for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). In 2023, SORTA received FTA approval to enter the CIG small starts Project Development (PD) for the development of two new BRT corridors on Reading Road and Hamilton Avenue. The specific project referenced in this application is the Reading Road BRT corridor scheduled to begin revenue service in 2027. The Reading Road corridor is exclusively within the corporation limits of the City of Cincinnati. A map of this BRT corridor is provided with this application as Attachment 2. 
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	Project Title: (200 characters): City of Cincinnati 2024 Reading Road BRT TOD Planning Study
	lbl_hidden_txt_projectTitle: Project Title
	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The proposed Reading Road Corridor project will build on TOD opportunities created by the recent Connected Communities zoning reform, promoting vibrant, equitable, and mixed-income communities anchored around transit. An Affordable Housing Toolkit will be created that details strategies to preserve affordable housing and encourage mixed-income neighborhoods to support transit ridership. There will be a report that includes recommendations for lowering the barriers for small-scale development and local/minority owned businesses. Community and private sector engagement and market research will identify infrastructure needs along the corridor, including multimodal connectivity and amenities. The project will also identify key areas or parcels that have a high potential to be developed into TOD, create a marketing plan for TOD, and analyze parcels zoned for automotive use that would be good candidates for rezoning to a pedestrian-scaled TOD.  
	lbl_hidden_txt_summaryOfReq: Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity)
	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) is in Project Development for a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project between downtown Cincinnati and the Roselawn neighborhood. This corridor is 10-miles, will include 15 stations across 8 different City of Cincinnati neighborhoods, and is scheduled to begin revenue service in October 2027. A map of the transit project corridor is provided with this application as Attachment 2.
	lbl_hidden_txt_transitProject: Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: This project is currently in the Project Development (PD) phase of the CIG Small Starts program.
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectInCIG: If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: This BRT project will meet or exceed the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT.A: The majority of the project will operate in a separated right-of-way dedicated for public transportation use. The 10% plans show more than 60% of the project alignment to be dedicated “bus only” or “bus and turn” lanes. These dedicated lanes will have bus priority treatments and include transit signal priority and queue jump lanes. B: This project is along a 10-mile north-south corridor between the Roselawn neighborhood and downtown Cincinnati, and the project’s current estimated capital cost is $150 million. The project corridor connects high-density residential communities in northeast Cincinnati with academic, medical, recreational, and entertainment centers, as well as connection to multiple transit services in the Central Business District.  C: This project includes features that emulate the services provided by rail fixed guideway public transportation systems such as 15 defined stations that will feature large shelters, real-time information and fare payment infrastructure, improved bicycle and pedestrian facilities, transit signal priority and queue jump lanes, and a park-and-ride near the northern terminus. The BRT service will provide 10-minute bi-directional headways.
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: Investments in Cincinnati's transit system, general market conditions, and modernizing local housing policies have culminated, creating a pivotal moment of opportunity for transit-oriented development (TOD) along critical corridors. The project presented in this application seeks to capture this moment in time and provide a pathway for both education and opportunity relative to TOD in the Cincinnati market with the goal of increasing overall housing access for future residents. Voters in Hamilton County approved a transit levy in 2020 to fund the implementation of the Reinventing Metro Plan, singling the desires of residents to shift the traditional car-oriented culture to one that better reflects the values of the community. The plan includes significant investments in transit, such as 24/7 bus routes and Cincinnati's first Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lines. Following that, in 2021 the Urban Land Institute (ULI) organized a Technical Assistance Panel (TAP) to provide recommendations on TOD in Cincinnati. The panel's report highlighted the cost of urban (re)development as a major challenge, with zoning and development processes presenting significant barriers. To address the identified challenges, ULI recommended a series of zoning reforms. The ULI report and presentation are included in this application as Attachment 3. The ULI findings and recommendations led to the Connected Communities initiative, a two-year process that aimed to update the zoning code and reduce barriers to affordable housing development. ULI has provided a letter of support for this grant application. This letter (and many others in support of the grant application) are included in the application as Attachment 11. This initiative aligned with the Reinventing Metro Plan by relaxing zoning restrictions along high-frequency routes. The new zoning code(s), effective July 1, 2024, legalized middle housing and eliminated parking requirements in a half-mile buffer around Reading Road, as well as providing a one-story height bonus and removing density restrictions in non-single-family zoning districts in that half-mile buffer. A summary of the zoning changes is provided in Attachment 4. The combination of the Reinventing Metro Plan and Connected Communities demonstrates the city's commitment to promoting transit and removing housing production barriers, laying the foundation for TOD in Cincinnati. However, the city continues to experience challenges in terms of community well-being indicators, such as the racial income gap, food insecurity, childhood poverty, and life expectancy. These indicators highlight the need to develop and preserve affordable housing with good transportation access to improve community well-being. Cincinnati currently remains relatively affordable compared to peer cities and regions, but its affordability is rapidly diminishing. Building permits in the city are lagging behind other peer cities, and housing values are increasing. Approximately 22% of Cincinnati residents face severe housing cost burdens, spending over 50% of their income on housing. It is crucial for the city to proactively address growth and development to ensure its affordability and make it more accessible for a diverse and growing population, with transit-oriented development playing a key role in this mission. The proposed planning project would focus on how the transit and housing policy changes can advance TOD in the Reading Road Corridor, which encompasses a half-mile buffer around one of the proposed BRT lines. The Reading Road Corridor will be the model for other TOD initiatives in Cincinnati and the surrounding region. As the BRT project is the first of its kind in the Cincinnati region and is currently in the 10% design stage, this study presents an excellent opportunity to shape Cincinnati's approach to TOD. It would also serve as a foundation for future developments along other BRT routes, including the Hamilton Avenue corridor. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: The purpose of this study is to explore how the recent zoning reforms in the Connected Communities initiative can facilitate transit-oriented development (TOD) along the Reading Road Corridor in Cincinnati. The study will focus on three main tasks: creating an Affordable Housing Toolkit, recommending ways to lower barriers for small-scale development and businesses, and identifying opportunities to enhance livability. Task 1 involves the creation of an Affordable Housing Toolkit, which will provide strategies for both short-term and long-term housing affordability in the Corridor. The short-term strategies aim to preserve naturally occurring affordable housing and improve the services and amenities in the area. The long-term strategies focus on developing mixed-income neighborhoods that support transit ridership and local businesses. Task 2 aims to promote equitable communities by recommending ways to lower barriers for small-scale development and local/minority-owned businesses. The study will suggest streamlining the development process and provide strategies to support smaller, local, emerging developers with an emphasis on those businesses and developers that are underrepresented. A Marketing Plan will also be developed to promote TOD and provide tools for these small-scale developers. Task 3 centers on promoting vibrant communities. The study will engage the community, conduct market research, and analyze national best practices to identify the amenities and infrastructure that should be included in TOD, such as grocery stores, medical centers, restaurants, and green spaces. It will also assess pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure and develop a "TOD Readiness Score" to identify areas with high potential for TOD. The study will include visioning and renderings for three potential TOD sites and identify parcels that could be rezoned for more pedestrian-friendly uses. Community engagement will be a critical component of the study throughout all tasks. A Community Engagement Plan will be developed to ensure a comprehensive and inclusive approach to engaging various stakeholders. The plan will follow the City of Cincinnati's Community Engagement Policy and incorporate best practices from the International Association of Public Participation (IAP2) spectrum. The City of Cincinnati’s Community Engagement Policy is included with this application as Attachment 5. The final report will include an analysis of community engagement efforts and recommendations for future engagement strategies. Overall, this study seeks to leverage the zoning reforms and community input to promote equitable, vibrant, and affordable TOD along the Reading Road Corridor in Cincinnati. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_workPlan: Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work
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	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-07-01
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	lbl_hidden_gridTable_timelineRepeatable: Project Timeline
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	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: The City of Cincinnati is proud to collaborate with the Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) for the implementation of this Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) planning project. SORTA is currently engaged in the development of two Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) corridors, which are expected to secure funding through the Federal Transit Administration's CIG small starts program. One of these BRT corridors is Reading Road, which serves as the subject of this particular project. In this longstanding partnership, the City of Cincinnati and SORTA have successfully worked together on numerous initiatives, including significant capital undertakings such as the Government Square transit center and the Riverfront Transit Center. The City of Cincinnati appoints five highly qualified members to the SORTA board of trustees, and our dedicated transit coordination staff ensures seamless day-to-day collaboration between our agencies. SORTA's unwavering support for the City of Cincinnati's "Connected Communities" zoning reform effort has been instrumental. Their board and staff have consistently demonstrated their commitment to fostering transit-oriented development in our city. SORTA has issued a letter of partnership, pledging their full support for this grant application. This letter of partnership is included in the application as Attachment 5.With SORTA's endorsement, the City of Cincinnati is confident in the success of our grant application and eagerly anticipates the opportunity to collaborate on the implementation of this transformative project. Together, we will strive to create vibrant, sustainable communities that prioritize accessible and efficient transit options for our residents. 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 500000.00
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	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): A project budget chart that outlines reductions by line item is provided with this application as Attachment 9. If the project budget is scaled down to $500,000, there will be no cuts to the development of the Affordable Housing Toolkit strategies, the identification of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure improvements, the development of a TOD readiness score, or the identification of desired amenities by community members. However, the project will have a less comprehensive marketing plan and community engagement efforts. Additionally, aspects such as reviewing auto-oriented zoning, creating visioning/renderings of TOD sites, and developing separate strategies for promoting small, local developers will be removed due to budget constraints. 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: The TOD planning study is located along the Reading Road Corridor in Cincinnati. This is part of the Cincinnati, Ohio-Kentucky area which is under a maintenance area for ozone based on the 2015 Ozone Standard. The area was re-designated from non-attainment status to Maintenance Status for the 2015 Ozone Standard on 6/9/2022. 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: The TOD planning study is centered along the Reading Road Corridor in Cincinnati. This corridor encompasses 27 census tracts, of which 18 are considered disadvantaged by the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST). The communities in this corridor include census tracts with 80-90% Black or African American residents. Additionally, 12 of the census tracts are above the 85th percentile for individuals below the 200% federal poverty line. Many of the communities affected by this TOD planning study are considered disadvantaged by the CEJST for Transportation, Housing, Legacy Pollution, Health, and Workforce Development. EJScreen documentation for a .5 mile buffer along the Reading Road BRT Corridor as well as Cincinnati and Hamilton County are included with this application as Attachment 6. The CEJST map with the BRT corridor overlay is included as Attachment 7. Planning for TOD along this BRT corridor has the potential to significantly benefit the EJ communities in several ways. BRT will enhance transportation connections to essential community services like healthcare and education, thereby improving overall accessibility. Since BRT will utilize low or zero emission buses, it can contribute to reducing air pollution and frequent high-quality service will help promote the shift from private vehicles to public transportation. Studying TOD along this corridor can identify ways to encourage the development of affordable housing, helping to address housing supply issues as mentioned earlier. Additionally, the BRT can stimulate development along the corridor, leading to increased employment opportunities and improved job accessibility for residents. With the potential to spur redevelopment along the corridor, it is critical that planning work be undertaken to ensure that Reading Road becomes a mixed-income community without displacing existing residents. This TOD planning study would not only identify critical affordable housing tools tailored to Cincinnati’s specific market, but also help to create development and infrastructure that is responsive to the input of residents. This TOD planning study will would assist the city and Metro with creating a community that betters supports residents of mixed incomes; opportunities for jobs and wealth building for all people; safer streets to walk and bike; and decreased air pollution due to increased ridership on hybrid buses.     
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: In accordance with the Green Cincinnati Plan, the City of Cincinnati aims to achieve a 50% reduction in carbon emissions by 2030 and become carbon neutral by 2050. One strategy to accomplish this goal is by increasing the use of public transit, with a target of increasing passenger miles traveled by 25% by 2030. This will involve the development of bus rapid transit routes along key corridors, as well as the establishment of neighborhood mobility networks and transit hubs to facilitate connections by bike, walking, and bus. The Green Cincinnati Plan is included in this application as Attachment 8. The "Mobility" section of the Green Cincinnati plan begins on page 112.  This TOD study will support the implementation of these strategies and contribute to the city's overall emissions reduction efforts. Specifically, the study will focus on the Reading Road Corridor, where the region’s first bus rapid transit line will be established. By encouraging the use of energy-efficient modes of transportation, such as low or no emission buses, and promoting the transition from cars to buses, the study aims to reduce adverse environmental impacts caused by transportation. This includes reducing Clean Air Act criteria pollutants and greenhouse gas emissions. Furthermore, by choosing to focus on the Reading Road Corridor, the study ensures that resources are directed towards historically disadvantaged communities along the length of the corridor. This approach enables the project to address any potential negative environmental impacts on these communities, while simultaneously benefiting them through improved transportation options and connectivity. To ensure that the BRT project considers the concerns and interests of the community, a comprehensive Community Engagement Plan will be implemented. This plan will actively involve residents and the community in the decision-making process, seeking their input to identify both the benefits and burdens that the BRT project may create. Additionally, the study will prioritize the identification and improvement of pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure throughout the corridor. By investing in and enhancing walking, biking, and rolling assets, the study aims to mitigate any neighborhood divisions and reconnect communities. Overall, this TOD study aligns with the City of Cincinnati's efforts to combat climate change and foster equitable and sustainable transportation options. Through strategic planning, community engagement, and infrastructure improvements, the study aims to create a safer, more reliable, affordable, and environmentally friendly transportation network along the Reading Road Corridor. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: The Reading Road corridor TOD planning study aims to address racial equity and barriers to opportunity in the community. According to the USDOT Equitable Transportation Explorer (ETC), communities along the corridor have a high transportation cost burden, making it more expensive for residents to access educational, social, and job opportunities. This is particularly important as data from CEJST shows that a significant portion of the corridor's population are near or below the federal poverty line. Additionally, EJScreen data reveals that the corridor has a higher percentage of people of color and low-income residents compared to the rest of Hamilton County. Maps and data from the USDOT ETC are included with this application as Attachment 10. Given the City of Cincinnati's commitment to equity and inclusion, the TOD planning study will examine how to promote these principles in the development process. This includes exploring financial incentives, procurement processes, and affirmative marketing strategies to encourage the participation of underrepresented residents and businesses. The study will also consider how to incorporate small and minority-owned businesses as commercial tenants to support economic opportunities within the corridor. To address housing affordability, the study will develop an Affordable Housing Toolkit with short and long-term strategies tailored to Cincinnati's market. This will ensure that housing remains affordable despite ongoing development in the area. Additionally, the study will assess ways to support small, minority, and local developers and business owners, as they play a critical role in building wealth and fostering economic growth within the community. Furthermore, the study will identify opportunities to attract more development to the corridor, leveraging the new high-quality bus rapid transit service as a catalyst for job creation and improved access to goods and services. These efforts will be complemented by the implementation of policies from the Affordable Housing Toolkit to ensure that the benefits of development are inclusive and accessible to all residents. Equitable engagement will be a key focus throughout the project, with specific demographic goals set to ensure that engagement efforts represent the diverse population of the corridor. By actively involving the community in the decision-making process, the study aims to ensure that the needs and perspectives of all residents are considered and addressed. In summary, the Reading Road corridor TOD planning study seeks to address racial equity and barriers to opportunity by promoting affordable housing, supporting small and minority-owned businesses, attracting development, and prioritizing equitable community engagement. These strategies will help create a more inclusive and prosperous corridor for all residents 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: N/A. This TOD planning study does not propose to specifically address homelessness. This form would not validate without text in this box, selecting "no" would blank out the box and give a validation error. 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: This project will be focusing on historically disadvantaged communities, as determined by the CEJST. Of the 27 census tracts included in the planning study, 18 are considered disadvantaged by the CEJST. These disadvantages include Transportation, Housing, Legacy Pollution, Health, and Workforce Development. Benefits provided by this project include increased connection through transportation to critical community services including healthcare and education, reduced greenhouse gas emissions and Clean Air Act criteria pollutants by increasing the use of energy efficient modes of transportation. Additionally, the study will identify opportunities to encourage an increase in housing supply and enable people within the multimodal transportation network to reach their desired destination safety, equitably, reliably, and affordably. A Community Engagement plan will be used to address the potential disproportionate negative environmental impacts of transportation on disadvantaged communities.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The project area was mapped using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST) to identify the disadvantaged communities as defined by the CEJST, as well as the burdens specific to each census tract. The CEJST map with the Reading Road BRT overlay is included with this application as Attachment 7.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): N/A
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	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 67
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: The CEJST was used to generate the percentage, the CEJST map with the BRT corridor overlay is included as Attachment 7. Additional information was obtained using the USDOT ETC explorer and these outputs are included as Attachment 10. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: The Reading Road Corridor already has robust value capture opportunities, such as tax increment financing (TIF) districts and the use of project-specific TIFs or tax abatements. This TOD planning study will prioritize and optimize the deployment of these real estate tax exemptions as value capture opportunities. In addition, there are several programs allowed under Ohio statute that can further capture value for specific projects. These include Special Improvement Districts, New Community Authorities, and Property Assessed Clean Energy (PACE) financing. These programs allow participating properties to levy community development charges or special assessments to capture and divert additional value. The revenue generated from these charges or assessments can then be used to pay off existing debt obligations associated with the development. PACE financing specifically requires that the special assessment revenues be used for special energy improvement projects. Our TOD planning activities will assess how we can leverage these existing programs as value capture opportunities. Furthermore, the study will examine best practices for TOD sites along similar transit corridors across the country to identify any additional strategies that can be implemented. Overall, these TOD planning activities will explore and leverage existing value capture opportunities, as well as consider best practices from other transit corridors, to maximize the benefits and value generated by the Reading Road Corridor TOD projects. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: This TOD planning study will identify ways to create affordable housing and mixed-income communities in the Reading Road Corridor. The study will establish short and long-term strategies through an Affordable Housing Toolkit. The toolkit will outline approaches to preserve unsubsidized, naturally occurring affordable housing as well as strategies to create new affordable housing and mixed-income communities as development increases along the corridor.  Additionally, the study will identify strategies to promote local, minority, and small-scale developers and businesses. These groups are of particular focus as they can better understand the needs and desires of the local communities they operate in, while also building local wealth. The study will also identify necessary amenities and pedestrian and bicycle infrastructure improvements to create a more livable community for all residents, regardless of income level. There are examples of successful mixed-income developments throughout Cincinnati, with the Willkommen project in the Over-the-Rhine neighborhood being a notable model. Willkommen (meaning “welcome” in German) is located along the Reading Road corridor BRT line and was created through collaboration between the City of Cincinnati and multiple partner agencies. The project involved the rehabilitation of 16 buildings, the construction of 4 new buildings, and the addition of 19,500 square feet of commercial space in the area. It created a total of 163 units, with 54% of the units (88 apartments) designated for individuals with incomes ranging from 50-80% of the area median income, and the remaining units being market-rate. The project, which opened in 2022, prioritizes environmental sustainability, as the historic buildings are certified as Enterprise Green Communities and three of the infill buildings have achieved LEED silver certification. The project has also received recognition from the Congress for the New Urbanism and the American Institute of Architects. Similar creative, mixed-income projects can be explored for other areas along Reading Road. The Affordable Housing Toolkit developed through this TOD planning study will provide specific tools and strategies to make these projects like Willkommen feasible throughout the corridor. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: The City of Cincinnati actively seeks community input and has taken important steps to do this such as hiring Engagement Specialists, conducting extensive engagement for the Connected Communities initiative, and creating a Community Engagement Policy. The final version of this policy will be released in September 2024. More information regarding this policy is available at www.cincinnati-oh.gov/engage/community-engagement/. In line with the City's policy, the TOD planning grant will prioritize engagement with three main groups: the public, key corridor stakeholders, and stakeholders in the small-scale or local development community. Public engagement will involve residents living within a half-mile of the Reading Road Corridor, bus riders, current/future residents of affordable housing, and Community Councils. A mix of in-person and virtual engagement events and surveys will be conducted to ensure representation of the corridor's diverse demographics in terms of race/ethnicity, education, income, age, car ownership, and homeownership. The objective is to give utmost priority to engaging with historically underrepresented populations by placing strong emphasis on targeted engagement efforts that cater to individuals in their own contexts. Key corridor stakeholders, such as business and property owners, educational and medical institutions, nonprofits, and religious congregations, will be engaged through focus groups, interviews, meetings, and surveys. The same approach will be taken with stakeholders in the small-scale or local development community, including local developers, community development corporations, and partner entities like the Port and 3CDC. Before initiating major work on the TOD grant project, a Community Engagement Plan will be developed and approved by the city's project manager. The plan will outline the specific engagement approaches for each group, including dates and locations of events. The city's Community Engagement Specialists will provide expertise to ensure compliance with the Community Engagement Policy. Demographic information will be collected at these events to ensure targets are being met, and adjustments will be made if necessary. The engagement process will inform the TOD planning work, and the public will have an opportunity to provide feedback on draft recommendations before the final report is released. The Community Engagement Plan will be updated in the final report to summarize the completed engagement and recommend best practices for future community engagement, both in-person and online.  
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: In recent years, the City of Cincinnati has made efforts to promote the development and preservation of affordable housing. These include the creation of the Affordable Housing Trust Fund and streamlining the approval process for commercial tax abatements for affordable housing. Additionally, on top of the previously mentioned policies targeted in the half-mile buffer around Reading Road, Connected Communities has made it easier to build income restricted affordable housing by providing a one-story height bonus and removing density restrictions and parking requirements for all Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) projects throughout the city regardless of zone.However, more work needs to be done to address the affordable housing needs in the city. With the arrival of the BRT in the Reading Road corridor, there is a need for intentional planning to prevent displacement caused by increased development. The TOD planning grant aims to develop an Affordable Housing Toolkit for the corridor, which will provide strategies tailored to Cincinnati's housing context. These strategies may include financial and zoning incentives, targeted use of existing incentives, zoning changes, and increased affordable rental opportunities.The development of the Affordable Housing Toolkit will be informed by research into national best practices, interviews with experts and local stakeholders, analysis of Cincinnati's housing market, and other relevant research or analysis. The goal is to create an inclusive TOD affordable housing infrastructure along the Reading Road corridor.Possible strategies that could be included in the toolkit are the utilization of Historic or Rehabilitation Credits, the creation of Community Land Trusts, land acquisition, and funding for rehabilitation assistance, among others. The aim is to develop effective policies that address the affordable housing challenges specific to the corridor. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: Many residents in the Reading Road corridor have low incomes. Out of the 27 census tracts in the corridor, 12 are above the 85th percentile for individuals below the 200% federal poverty line, and 16 are considered low income according to CESJT. Data from EJ Screen indicates that the per capita income within ½ mile of Reading Road is $35,590, which is lower than the per capita income of $39,437 in the city of Cincinnati and the $42,555 per capita income in Hamilton County as a whole. The introduction of BRT service in the Reading Road corridor has the potential to connect people with low incomes to more jobs, services, amenities, and affordable housing without the need for a car. This, in turn, can help increase incomes.With the passing of the Connected Communities legislation, it has become easier to build different types of housing in the corridor. Middle housing is now legalized, parking requirements have been eliminated, and increased density and height are allowed. These policies help increase housing supply in general, which can lead to a moderation in housing costs for everyone. The combination of the Connected Communities policies and the BRT service is expected to bring additional development to the corridor. However, if not planned properly, this development could result in displacement and fail to provide equitable opportunities.To address these concerns, this TOD planning proposal will identify tools and strategies through an Affordable Housing Toolkit. The goal is not only to create more affordable housing but also to promote wealth building and support small and minority businesses, as well as small and local developers. By planning affordable housing strategies that are tailored to Cincinnati's specific market, the City can ensure that the Reading Road BRT corridor evolves into a mixed-income and prosperous community for all.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityDevelopment: Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.



