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Applicant and Proposal Profile
Section I. Applicant Information
Section I. Applicant Information
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Project Location:
Project Location:
Project Location:
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional District
Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
Demonstrated Need
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Timeline Item Description
Timeline Item Date
Partnership Provision
Partnership Provision
Funding Commitments
Funding Commitments
Project Budget
Project Budget
Description
QTY
Federal TOD Amount
TOD Match Amount
Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
Other Funds
Total:
Project Scalability
Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Environmental Justice Populations
Environmental Justice Populations
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Climate Change
Climate Change
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Justice40
Justice40
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
%
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Value Capture
Value Capture
Mixed-Income
Mixed-Income
Community Input
Community Input
Affordable Housing
Affordable Housing
Community Development
Community Development
9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
0
1
Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-015
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-034
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
1
Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s):
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
1
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA) is the largest transit provider in New England and the fourth largest in the country. The MBTA provides 798,775 passenger trips each day and approximately 203.5 million each year (CY 2023) across a service area of over 3,200 square miles (https://www.mbta.com/performance-metrics/ridership-the-t). The MBTA operates service across seven modes: heavy and light rail, bus rapid transit, bus, regional rail, ferry, and paratransit. The total service area is made up of 175 communities, with impact extending across the 4.9-million-person Boston Metropolitan Statistical Area. The MBTA system is integral to Boston’s transportation network, economy, and urban systems. In Boston, 55 percent of all work trips and 42 percent of all trips into downtown are made by transit.The Widett Circle Feasibility Study addresses facilities that serve both the MBTA’s bus network and regional rail network across the southern portion of Boston and southeastern Massachusetts. The bus network is the foundation of all the transit services provided by the MBTA, reaching nearly 1.9 million residents in the greater Boston area, and providing over 100 million trips annually in the pre-COVID era. It serves both dense urban corridors and outlying areas, making critical connections to regional rail, heavy rail, and ferry services (see Appendix I, Figure 1). Buses serve 170 routes across 44 cities and towns in the Boston region. Like many transit agencies, the MBTA has experienced considerable challenges during the COVID-19 pandemic, such as reduced ridership. Yet, the bus network has proved to be the most resilient of MBTA’s services. As of April 2022, bus ridership was up to 73 percent of pre-pandemic levels. The bus network remains essential to providing access to jobs and opportunities for low-income and disadvantaged communities across the region.   With almost 1,150 buses, the MBTA has one of the largest public transit bus fleets in the U.S. While the mix of vehicle types serves many different operational needs, it is more expensive and logistically challenging to reliably maintain this many fleet types. The Authority is determined to advance the bus fleet transition in a way that best meets the needs of its passengers. Investing in new, clean bus technology that will eliminate emissions and harmful pollutants from Boston and Boston-area communities, is a critical first step toward advancing the bus fleet transition.  The MBTA regional rail network, the Commuter Rail, is also a key component to the MBTA system, connecting eastern Massachusetts and northern Rhode Island to downtown Boston with 137 stations across almost 400 miles. As of April 2024, the Commuter Rail serves more than 2.5 million passengers monthly and provides critical connections to employment and educational opportunities for those who otherwise would drive individual vehicles (see Appendix I, Figure 2).With a dozen Commuter Rail lines converging at North and South Stations in Downtown Boston, the MBTA strives to maintain frequent, reliable, and efficient service. The success of Commuter Rail service relies heavily on the maintenance and inspection of vehicles, much of which occurs miles from the downtown stations. The MBTA has worked for years to find a more efficient and closer location for these weekly and monthly tasks to occur.One of those locations is the Widett Circle Property, a largely vacant 30-acre site located two miles from South Station, the MBTA’s southern downtown terminus for the Commuter Rail. It is also located in close proximity to two of the MBTA’s bus garages and maintenance facilities: Albany Street Bus Garage and Cabot Bus Garage, which serve dozens of bus routes in and around Boston. This 30-acre property, recently acquired by the MBTA, provides the Authority with an opportunity to make improvements to our bus and Commuter Rail networks and provide our riders with more reliable and frequent service.
	lbl_hidden_txt_descriptionOfAreaServed: Description of Service Provided and Areas Served
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_congressDistRepeatable: Congressional Districts
	Congressional District: MA-008
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_ddl_congressDist: Congressional District
	Remove Justice40 population Impacted Item: 
	Insert Congressional District Item: 
	Project Title: (200 characters): Widett Circle Feasibility Study
	lbl_hidden_txt_projectTitle: Project Title
	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: In collaboration with the City of Boston, the MBTA will initiate a planning study of their operational facilities in and surrounding the Widett Circle Property with the intent of identifying opportunities for operational and neighborhood improvements. The study will complete the following:- assess the feasibility of creating a rail yard, maintenance facility, bus garage - identify critical infrastructure needs of the MBTA- create opportunities for increased access to transit hubs in the adjacent areas and the broader service area of several bus routes and the Commuter Rail- provide the MBTA with a plan to make improvements to bus facilities, rail yards, and other necessary infrastructure- advance TOD planning for mixed-used development on air rights in the 30-acre Widett Circle property and the land currently supporting both Albany Street and Cabot bus garages- assess the feasibility of private-sector participation in transit-oriented development and other economic activities
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	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: At present, the Widett Circle property is a largely vacant 30-acre site in South Boston. Recently acquired by the MBTA, the site offers opportunities to meet vital public transportation needs and spur TOD in the area. The air rights over the Widett property have the potential to support public facilities or mixed-use development. TOD is also possible at the current facilities’ locations, including the City’s Department of Public Works site and the MBTA’s Albany Street Bus Garage or the Cabot Bus Garage.Redevelopment of Widett Circle presents a unique opportunity to address the City of Boston’s and MBTA’s mutual goals of building a better transit system, increasing quality of life for residents, addressing inequity, and working to solve the region’s affordable housing crisis. Improved facilities will streamline operations to allow for more frequent service and serve some of Boston’s most disadvantaged residents, presenting a unique opportunity to address both parties’ mutual goals.
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	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The feasibility study is a core capacity project because it holds the potential to support service frequency increases and reliability improvements across the Commuter Rail’s Fairmount Line and dozens of bus routes. Currently, MBTA Commuter Rail (CR) vehicles undergo maintenance and repair at locations that require significant rerouting from their lines of operation. The proposed study will investigate the feasibility of increasing maintenance, repair, and inspections of CR vehicles at the Widett Circle location, which, due to its proximity to South Station, will lessen the time required for vehicles to be removed from service and travel to existing maintenance facilities. In turn, this will result in decreased delays and increased consistency and frequency of service across half a dozen Commuter Rail lines.These improvements will benefit riders of the Fairmont Line—which serves the most minority and low-income riders—most significantly. At present, this line sees 20 inbound/outbound trips per day with 45-minute headways between each trip during peak service. In comparison, during peak, most other CR lines provide riders with 20- to 25-minute headways. The results of the proposed study will equip the MBTA with the information and ability to reduce the Fairmount Line’s headways, providing additional frequency for a transit-dependent population. This increased frequency also encourages automobile users to shift modes from often single-occupancy vehicles to the more environmentally friendly regional rail service.Additionally, the proposed study will evaluate the core capacity of bus routes that run from the Albany Street and Cabot Garages. By evaluating the feasibility of replacing one or both garages with new, state-of-the-art facilities in Widett Circle, the MBTA gains the opportunity to potentially provide cleaner, more efficient, more modern, and more reliable bus service in alignment with the Authority’s vision to transition the entire bus fleet to battery-electric buses by 2040. The improvements for the bus network resulting from this study will unlock the potential to provide MBTA passengers with better service, likely bolstering the current bus fleet ridership.
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: The Project will advance TOD implementation in the corridor by studying feasibility of mixed-use development in three locations: above the air rights at the Widett Circle Property, and the properties currently supporting Albany Street and Cabot Bus Garages (see Appendix I, Figure 3). If the study finds that moving one or both bus garages into Widett Circle is feasible, then the land would be available for development. The MBTA prioritizes transit-accessible housing and supports the City of Boston’s housing goals in a competitive and high-cost real estate market.The MBTA has committed nearly $10 billion over the next five fiscal years for capital projects but require far more funding to achieve all needed improvements. Widett Circle and its redevelopment is a priority for the MBTA; however, funding restrictions prevent the MBTA from fully funding this study. Federal funding is needed for this study to support improvements and investments across the MBTA system.The transit corridors nearby Widett Circle are some of the most frequented bus routes and Commuter Rail lines. TOD in the underdeveloped 30-acre plot of land could support these transit lines and bus routes by providing additional mixed-use development. The MBTA is prepared for and experienced in TOD related to this study. In major projects across the system, the MBTA ensures that TOD is involved in the design process, partnering with developers and contractors to certify the successful implementation the results (https://cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/2018-mbta-tod-guidelines-for-odcs.pdf). Climate ChangeAddressing climate change is a priority across the MBTA, and all planning projects address what environmental measures will be implemented throughout the project’s lifespan. The MBTA carefully manages our activities to ensure that we don’t adversely affect the environment, the communities in which we operate, or our employees (https://www.mbta.com/sustainability). This study will ensure that any redevelopment of Widett Circle meets MBTA, state, and federal environmental measures, particularly focusing on decreasing pollution across disadvantaged communities and reducing the MBTA’s carbon footprint. Currently, these facilities emit pollution into some of Boston’s most disadvantaged communities and negatively impact the climate conditions of the surrounding areas. Affordable HousingTOD at Widett Circle has the potential to create much needed housing opportunities in Boston’s significantly undersupplied market. By studying the potential to consolidate bus and rail facilities at Widett Circle – a highway-adjacent site with no existing housing – projects arising from this study have limited risk of displacing low-income households. The study will also assess opportunities to create new housing at or near the site of the current Albany Street Garage and Cabot Bus Garage and explore how development may be shaped by the MBTA and local entities to maximize affordability and other local needs. The locations of each bus garage, near Widett Circle currently, will provide an opportunity for the City to create more affordable housing units, a critical need in a city with expensive and rising housing costs.Environmental Justice PopulationsThe Project area is surrounded by Environmental Justice (EJ) populations. To the west, where the Albany Bus Garage stands, is an EJ block, meeting the minority and English language proficiency criteria. It is bordered by other EJ communities, including several blocks that meet each EJ criteria. To the east, where Cabot Bus Garage stands, the tract meets the minority criteria. Diesel bus garages are a source of local noise and air pollution, and by either relocating or converting the garages to support electric buses, nearby EJ communities will receive the benefits of cleaner air and reduced noise pollution. EJ populations are disproportionately affected by, and experience health issues connected to diesel emissions from MBTA service.
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	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2025-09-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-01-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-01-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-01-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-04-01
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	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2027-01-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2027-04-01
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	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_partnershipProvision: Partnership Provision
	Matching Funds Amount: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_matchingFunds: Matching Funds Amount
	Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds (4000 characters):: As part of the MBTA’s $9.4-billion, five-year Capital Investment Plan (CIP), we are renovating stations, modernizing fare collection systems, upgrading infrastructure for our buses, subways, and ferries, and improving the accessibility and safety of the entire system. Our mission is to transform the MBTA by investing in large, long-term system improvements to better the quality of service for MBTA rapid transit riders and neighboring communities.The MBTA is requesting 100 percent Federal share for this Project due to meeting the requirements to do so in the notice of funding opportunity. Our planning study assists urbanized areas that qualify as disadvantaged communities due to their populations having lower average income levels compared to neighboring areas (see Appendix I, Figure 3). The Project also meets the requirements provided in 49 U.S.C. 5305(f), therefore making our request eligible for 100 percent of the total project cost. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_sourceMatchingFunds: Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds
	Item Description (100 characters): Evaluation Screening
	Item Description (100 characters): Feasibility Study
	Item Description (100 characters): Report Development
	Item Description (100 characters): Final Report
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	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
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	Insert Project Budget Item: 
	Grand Total  - Federal TOD Amount: 1100000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalFederalAmnt: Grand Total - Federal TOD Amount
	Grand Total - TOD Match Amount: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalLocalMatch: Grand Total - TOD Match Amount
	Grand Total - Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOtherFederal: Grand Total - Other Federal Funds
	Grand Total - Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOther: Grand Total - Other Funds
	Grand Total - Total Cost: 1100000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalTotalCost: Grand Total - Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 700000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): The Project can be scaled to study one bus garage. The scaled-down option will assess the feasibility of moving just the Albany Street Bus Garage to Widett Circle. The MBTA prioritizes this garage due to its location within and around several EJ communities, as well as the number of bus routes it serves. However, though the MBTA is offering a scalable option, to maximize the potential for TOD at this location, we respectfully request the full funding amount. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: The proposed study area for this Project includes maintenance areas for carbon monoxide in Boston.
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: The Project stands to provide significant benefits to Environmental Justice (EJ) populations at both the project site and throughout the Greater Boston area. This study will advance the development of facilities that the MBTA needs to increase and electrify service – providing the joint benefits of reducing carbon emissions and offering more frequent service. These improvements are particularly important for EJ communities, which bear a disproportional burden of transportation-related pollution and are especially likely to rely on public transit for their daily needs.Widett Circle supports operations on several regional rail lines. In particular, a range of MA stakeholders have identified improving the Fairmount Commuter Rail line as a critical initiative for Boston’s disadvantaged communities. The Fairmount Line consists of the highest minority and low-income ridership of the entire regional rail (see Appendix I, Figure 5). The Fairmount Line is located entirely within EJ blocks. Currently, ridership is low due to the economic limitations of the surrounding community and the infrequency of trips, limiting the choices of transportation options that residents have. With improved maintenance and inspection timelines, increased frequency can become a reality for this line, providing much-needed additional access to more transportation options for the area’s most vulnerable citizens.The buses housed at Albany Street Garage serve 15 MBTA bus routes, and Cabot Bus Garage serves 20 MBTA bus routes. Both garages are located in EJ communities, but their bus routes also serve populations of minority, low-income, and low English proficiency across Boston and its neighboring cities and towns (see Appendix I, Figure 4). These riders depend on the bus network to reach their daily networks and also experience high levels of air and noise pollution in their neighborhoods due to MBTA diesel buses. This study will support the MTBA’s transition to a zero-emission bus fleet by 2040 by assessing various options for how best the MBTA can achieve this goal. This new fleet will provide cleaner, more efficient, and more reliable transit service to the riders who depend on it the most.TOD at Widett Circle has the potential to create new housing opportunities in Boston’s significantly undersupplied market. By studying the potential to consolidate bus and rail facilities at Widett Circle – a highway-adjacent site with no existing housing – projects arising from this study have limited risk of displacing low-income households. The study will also assess the opportunity to create new housing at or near the site of the current Albany Street Garage and Cabot Bus Garage, and how development may be shaped by the MBTA and local to maximize affordability and other local needs.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: By studying the redevelopment of Widett Circle, the MBTA will assess opportunities to increase the environmental benefits around nearby communities. Updating and developing new facilities in Widett Circle itself will decrease emissions and pollution. The facilities will also support the MBTA’s transition to battery-electric buses (BEBs), which will eliminate emissions from MBTA buses traveling throughout many Boston communities. BEBs will benefit most the disadvantaged communities disproportionally affected by air and noise pollution but whose residents also depend on the bus network as their primary mode of transportation. The reduction of emissions is a priority for the MBTA, and this project supports this initiative.One of the major components of this study will assess the feasibility of moving one or two bus garages to this area. The new construction of these facilities will result in a zero-emission, state-of-the-art bus maintenance and storage facility to support nearly two dozen bus routes across the MBTA bus network. The MBTA commits to designing new bus facilities with LEED Gold Distinction (https://www.usgbc.org/leed) and has already done so for other major facility projects, including the Hingham Ferry Terminal and Government Center Station (https://www.mbta.com/sustainability/sustainable-design-the-mbta-capital-program). The new Albany Street and Cabot Bus Garages will be fully electric and eliminate carbon emissions that may come from the current facilities. The new facilities will promote clean energy, not just in the facilities themselves, but also along the many vital bus routes they serve.The study and eventual redevelopment of Widett Circle will also support increases in modal shifts, particularly for the Fairmount Line of the Commuter Rail. By increasing the frequency, reliability, and resiliency of Commuter Rail vehicles and schedules, the Commuter Rail will look more attractive to prospective riders, thereby increasing ridership and reducing emissions caused by single-occupancy vehicles/automobiles.
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: Of all of the MBTA’s Commuter Rail Lines, the Fairmount Line has the highest percentage of minority ridership but the lowest peak frequency in service (https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/file/2020/03/Fairmount%20Line%20Analytical%20Deep%20Dive.pdf). The corridor along the Fairmount Line is home to Boston’s highest concentration of Black residents. Over 60 percent of the City’s Black population lives within a half mile of a Fairmount Line station. Because the Fairmount Line takes approximately 30 minutes to run its length, it offers a faster commute than via automobile. However, due to the lack of frequency and the limited number of trips (20 inbound/outbound each weekday), many residents currently prefer other transportation modes over the Fairmount Line. The proposed study will assess the feasibility of increasing the frequency of the Fairmount Line due to its proximity to Widett Circle (see Appendix 1, Figure 5). This corridor travels through the Boston neighborhoods of Roxbury, Dorchester, Mattapan, and Hyde Park, homes to much of the City’s low-income and/or minority populations. The corridor itself is growing in size and quickly changing. However, transportation inequalities still persist in these areas. The Fairmount Line is a priority to mitigating these inequities. This study will support this initiative in removing barriers to opportunity by increasing access to reliable and frequent transit.In “Imagine Boston 2030” (https://www.boston.gov/sites/default/files/document-file-06-2018/taking_action_-_generate_networks_of_opportunity.pdf), the City of Boston’s leadership sets goals to expand access to opportunity and reduce disparities related to transportation. In the Fairmount Line corridor, no rapid transit serves these communities. Therefore, residents depend solely on bus routes and a limited Commuter Rail service. Population density in the quarter mile around Fairmount Line stops is double the density of the next most dense Commuter Rail line, and only barely trails the density of Red Line (heavy rail) stops but lacks comparable frequency of transit in comparison to the Red Line. This initiative prioritizes communities of minorities and disadvantaged communities. The MBTA supports these priorities and strives to positively impact our most vulnerable riders through our studies and projects.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: The MBTA acknowledges homeless is a challenge that many of our service area communities face. The MBTA will address homelessness through this feasibility study. The City of Boston is active in House America. Since 2016, chronic homelessness in the City has been reduced by 19 percent and has housed more than 1,094 individuals as well as more than 1,500 veterans (https://www.boston.gov/news/boston-participate-house-america-initiative-end-homelessness). 
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The study’s results will support both Fairmount Line and the bus routes that stem from Albany Street Bus Garage and Cabot Bus Garage, all three of which serve Justice40 populations (see Appendix 1, Figure 6). The entire Fairmount Line travels through disadvantaged communities. The bus routes stemming from both garages serve majority disadvantaged communities, as well. Many areas impacted by this Project are identified as a CJEST. These areas rank above the 85th percentile of flood risk, wastewater discharge, low income, English isolation, and for low median income. The areas impacted by this Project extend beyond Widett Circle and branch into our larger system and contain neighborhoods that are minority, or minority with English isolation according to the Massachusetts EEA’s Environmental Justice tool.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: Using CJEST and EJ screening tools, the MBTA identified several communities, both in the direct service area and across the Commonwealth, that will directly benefit from the proposed Project. The study will provide immediate benefits to disadvantaged communities, including improved air quality, reduced legacy diesel bus pollutants, increased access to clean transportation, and reduced noise pollution, as well as an improvement to the overall condition of the system. Long-term benefits provided by the study’s results include a reduced carbon footprint, strengthened bus reliability, and anticipated improved health outcomes (such as a lower asthma rate). The Project will bring resources to the communities across greater Boston that are most impacted by climate change, pollution, and environmental hazards, and will support the increase of affordable transportation options and TOD.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Boston, Cambridge, Newton, Watertown, and Waltham Communities along 35 bus routes
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Fairmount Commuter Rail line through southern Boston
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 2500000
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 1000000
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 43
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: The planning work includes value capture elements by assessing the value of the land on site and improving transit across the MBTA’s bus network and Commuter Rail system. Through the results of this study, the MBTA will provide an opportunity for TOD, support the demand for accessible public transit, and increase the frequency and reliability of MBTA service.One of the priorities of this study is to provide the City of Boston with the opportunity to create mixed-use developments and affordable housing. The study will assess the possibility of creating a few areas of development opportunities and increasing the value of this currently underused property.
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: The Project will support mixed-income and affordable housing by studying the feasibility of two factors: air rights above Widett Circle and land use availability after moving one or two bus facilities in nearby areas.Boston requires that market-rate housing developments with 10+ units include income-restricted units within their buildings (typically 13-20 percent of units). New construction near potential future TOD districts resulting from this study will comply with these regulations, providing more affordable housing stock to the market. The MBTA also has a policy that 20 percent of housing built on our property be affordable.See the Affordable Housing section for more information on details about affordable housing within the City of Boston.
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: The MBTA commits to involving communities affected by our projects at any point we are able. In our Public Engagement Plan (https://cdn.mbta.com/sites/default/files/2023-06/2023-06-Public-Engagement-Plan-English.pdf), we provide a baseline for holding inclusive, accessible, and responsive public meetings, hearings, and other forms of participation for transportation decision-making, in accordance with state and federal law. Throughout a project’s lifecycle, the MBTA communicates frequently with the public and commits to strong community partnerships; strategic and continuous outreach; accessibility, equity, and inclusion; respectful and solution-oriented dialogue; and transparent process.The Study itself does not include Community Input due to its scope of assessing the feasibility of several potential projects. However, the MBTA receives public comment through its Capital Investment Program (CIP) process, which is an annually updated five-year outline of all capital projects the MBTA designates funding towards. In this process, the MBTA solicits comments through a public comment period. The MBTA also engages with communities throughout project development and planning. Once the study is completed and the feasibility of potential projects is scoped, the MBTA will include community engagement in the design and construction of the redevelopment of Widett Circle.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: Studying the feasibility of moving either or both the Albany Street and Cabot Bus Garages will provide the MBTA with an opportunity to free up land for future affordable housing developments. Both garages are located in congested areas where housing options are limited and competitive. Additional housing close to several transit options will provide residents, particularly those from disadvantaged communities to gain access to affordable housing that is near their employment, educational, and medical needs.The City of Boston offers several affordable housing options, including subsidized rental housing, income-restricted housing, and voucher programs. In partnership with the City, the MBTA will prioritize affordable housing in our TOD planning projects, particularly bus facility-related projects, such as this study.
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: The study will assess the feasibility of moving the MBTA’s Albany Street Bus Garage from its current location in the South End and the Cabot Bus Garage from its adjacent lot and rebuilding one or both at Widett Circle Property. With the movement of this facility, land will then be open for new development. The MBTA supports the mission of creating affordable housing across its service area and strives to prioritize development of diverse, affordable, and transit-accessible communities.The MBTA has committed to TOD planning across various projects and prioritizes affordable housing when working with developers. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityDevelopment: Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.



