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Section I. Applicant Information
Section I. Applicant Information
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Project Location:
Project Location:
Project Location:
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional District
Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
Demonstrated Need
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Timeline Item Description
Timeline Item Date
Partnership Provision
Partnership Provision
Funding Commitments
Funding Commitments
Project Budget
Project Budget
Description
QTY
Federal TOD Amount
TOD Match Amount
Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
Other Funds
Total:
Project Scalability
Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Environmental Justice Populations
Environmental Justice Populations
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Climate Change
Climate Change
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Justice40
Justice40
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
%
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
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Value Capture
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Community Input
Community Input
Affordable Housing
Affordable Housing
Community Development
Community Development
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Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
AK-001
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AL-001
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AL-003
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AL-005
AL-006
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AR-003
AR-004
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AZ-002
AZ-003
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CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
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FL-012
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FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
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FL-028
GA-All
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GA-003
GA-004
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MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
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MI-007
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MN-All
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MO-004
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MS-004
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NC-013
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ND-001
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NH-All
NH-001
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NJ-003
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NM-001
NM-002
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NY-All
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NY-004
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NY-007
NY-008
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NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
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NY-017
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NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
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NY-026
OH-All
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OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
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TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
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VI-001
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WA-All
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WA-003
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WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
0
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
0
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The Equitable Transit Oriented Communities (ETOC) project will create a clear roadmap for investment in historically underserved communities along the proposed BRT corridor through equitable redevelopment of underutilized property. The BRT route will offer fast, frequent, high-capacity transit service connecting suburban neighborhoods in New Orleans East and the West Bank to opportunity areas in the city’s core business districts. The ETOC planning study will identify catalytic development strategies along the BRT corridor, resulting in increased transit ridership and multimodal access, reduced reliance on fossil fuels, more affordable housing within reach of economic opportunities, and enhanced quality of life. This ETOC project is a joint effort of the RTA and City of New Orleans. This grant is utilizing an increased federal share of 90 percent as per the provisions under 49 USC 5305(f)(2) in the amount of $855,000 for the following recipients: Regional Transit Authority.
	lbl_hidden_txt_summaryOfReq: Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity)
	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: The ETOC planning study will focus on the East-West Bank Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Route, which will be the first bus rapid transit route in New Orleans. A feasibility study was completed for this project; subsequently, the RTA board and New Orleans City Council adopted a Locally Preferred Alternative. This project has been accepted into the FTA Capital Investment Grants (CIG) Program’s Small Starts Track, for completion of design and construction.The planned Bus Rapid Transit route will extend 15.1 route miles, connecting two outer areas of New Orleans - New Orleans East and the West Bank- to the City’s main job center in the Central Business District (CBD). The route is anticipated to have 25 stops spaced an average of a half mile apart servicing 10-minute frequencies throughout the day. 70% of the route is planned to operate within dedicated right-of-way and service is expected to begin in Spring 2029. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_transitProject: Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: This is a current Small Starts project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program.
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectInCIG: If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The RTA’s East-West Bank Bus Rapid Transit project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT. 70% of the route is planned to have dedicated right-of-way for the service, which will serve 25 stops spaced an average of ½ mile apart.  This BRT route is the sole route that the ETOC planning study will consider for possible TOD investments. Operations of the route are expected to feature 10-minute headways, defined and branded stations and traffic signal priority wherever possible. The RTA plans to use low or no-emissions vehicles to serve this new BRT route. The BRT route will start from the existing New Orleans East Hub - which is currently served by all local bus routes in New Orleans East - and end at the Algiers Park and Ride on the West Bank - which is a large publicly owned site that is mostly undeveloped. The route passes through 17 key activity centers, including New Orleans’ downtown, which has the highest job concentration in the metro area. Maps of the route showing the proposed alignment and the activity centers are included as Figure 1 and Figure 2 in Attachment A. The currently proposed alignment will be further detailed through community input, design and engineering phases. The proposed alignment begins in New Orleans East along Lake Forest Blvd at the intersection with Read Blvd. Traversing along dedicated center-running lanes, the BRT then proceeds south on Mayo Rd/Wilson Ave to Chef Menteur Hwy. Continuing with expected dedicated center-running lanes, the alignment runs west along Chef Menteur Hwy over the Danziger Bridge where the roadway transitions to Gentilly Blvd and the ROW narrows. At this point the center-running lanes become mixed-traffic BRT operations and continue to Elysian Fields Ave. At Elysian Fields Ave, the BRT is proposed to head south along dedicated center-running lanes to Claiborne Ave, then west along Claiborne Ave through a brief mixed-traffic segment until regaining dedicated center-running lane operation while paralleling I-10 to Basin St. Along Basin St the BRT continues along a proposed dedicated center-running lane to the future Downtown Transit Center at Canal St, then continuing as the corridor transitions to Loyola Ave to Poydras St. Heading east along Poydras St, the BRT is expected to utilize center-running dedicated lanes to Tchoupitoulas St/Peters St. Business Access and Transit (BAT) lanes along these one-way pair streets connect the BRT to the Crescent City Connection Mississippi River Bridge, where the alignment is proposed to become a dedicated transit lane along the bridge and Pontchartrain Expressway to dedicated center-running lanes on General De Gaulle Dr. The BRT route ends at a terminus stop at General De Gaulle Dr and Wall Blvd at the Algiers Park & Ride on the West Bank.
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: A combination of current conditions and factors underscore the need to plan for transit-oriented development in the BRT corridor. Public transportation service in New Orleans today struggles to compete with the convenience of driving personal vehicles to access jobs and other destinations. According to the 2022 American Community Survey (1-Year Estimates), 34.5% of transit commutes to work are 45 minutes or more, whereas only 7.6% of commutes by car/truck take that long. The average New Orleans East resident can only access two percent of the region’s jobs – less than 8,000 – in 30 minutes or less via transit. 80,000 of the city’s 146,000 jobs are located within a quarter mile of the planned BRT route. However, existing land use regulations either prohibit or do not incentivize transit-oriented development in many of the areas the BRT route will traverse. The City’s Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance governs the specific land uses and built forms allowed within. Outside of the central core, many of the districts within the BRT corridor are single-use and lower density, including “Auto-Oriented Commercial,” " Suburban Two-Family Residential,” “Historic Urban Two-Family Residential,” and “Historic Urban Single-Family Residential.” The City’s zoning code contains off-street parking requirements, minimum lot size requirements, height limits and yard requirements that constrain development. In order for property owners and developers to build compact, mixed, walkable developments in these neighborhoods, variances, zoning classification changes, or text amendments are necessary. These efforts are time-consuming and often unsuccessful, which discourages transit-oriented development. Publicly owned parcels along the BRT route also offer clear opportunities to pilot transit-oriented development frameworks. These sites offer large undeveloped or underdeveloped areas with direct access to the future BRT line. Without policy tools that support ETOC development or plans that establish an ETOC vision for these sites, however, these parcels may represent a great missed opportunity to support transit investment with transit-friendly development. Beyond zoning, market conditions have become challenging in New Orleans and south Louisiana due to rapidly rising home insurance costs, short-term rental conversions, and construction costs. These higher costs magnify constraints that limit developable areas,  A broad planning study that considers transit-oriented development holistically and systemically, rather than on a site-by-site basis, will provide the data and policy justification necessary to conduct the scale of reforms that will make transit-oriented development viable in the BRT corridor. Because BRT and accompanying transit-oriented redevelopment are new concepts to New Orleans and Louisiana, significant resources will be required to inform, educate, and involve residents, businesses, and nearby property owners in the visioning of station areas. This project aims to plan with communities, not for them. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: The ETOC Planning Study will be an 18-month comprehensive planning process that carefully considers the challenges and opportunities for 25 station areas and selects up to four station areas to produce specific redevelopment concepts. This will include:Task 1: Procure and manage an economic and community development consultant team. The RTA and City of New Orleans will collaborate to procure and manage an economic development and planning consulting team to study the feasibility of redeveloping the 25 station areas. The qualified team will demonstrate experience with community visioning, economic analysis, physical development, engineering, public space design, and public involvement. This team will respond to guidance from the inter-agency Transit Oriented Communities Working Group, which convenes the resources and expertise of agencies that impact the city’s land uses and public rights-of-way, including the City Planning Commission, Office of Community Assets and Investments, Office of Economic Development, Office of Community Development, and the Housing Authority of New Orleans.  Task 2: Public Involvement and Visioning The Project Team (consisting of RTA and City staff and the consultant team) will conduct a comprehensive stakeholder and public involvement program. Stakeholder organizations will include: station area property owners; neighborhood, civic, and business associations; area institutions such as schools and faith-based organizations; transit riders; workforce development organizations; social service providers and particularly those serving unhoused populations; the development community, including small, medium, and large builders, investors, and Realtors; the Regional Planning Commission; and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development.  The Consultant Team will be asked to recruit, train and support up to 15 Community Connectors – individuals with existing, strong relationships in the community who will be hired to support community engagement activities. In the visioning phase (Months 5-8) the Project Team will involve these groups in a public process to identify shared values and desires for the type of redevelopment to occur in the four station areas. Task 3: Station Area Assessments The Consultant Team will lead an assessment of the 25 station areas.  At a minimum this will consider the scale of vacant and underutilized property, publicly owned property, market strength, affordability, climate vulnerability and preparedness, zoning, and multimodal access. The Consultant Team will recommend up to four station areas, based on their respective viability of redevelopment opportunity, to the TOC Working Group for consideration to develop specific station area plans. Task 4 Station Area PlansThe Consultant Team will next develop plans for the four selected station areas. At a minimum, these will include: proposed changes to future land use map designations; proposed changes to zoning districts; proposed overlay districts that specifically enhance a transit-oriented development environment, value capture financing tools such as economic development districts or new tax dedications; structures for public-private partnerships; anti-displacement strategies; and a template with which to report progress over time. The Plans will include development concepts for catalytic projects and associated proformas. The plans will also establish capital improvement plans for the public-rights-of-way and recommended funding for quality-of-life improvements. Finally, the plans will include content that may be used to respond to grant applications for implementation. Task 5: Reporting and AdoptionThe Consultant Team will provide deliverables from Tasks 1-4 in report and presentation formats that are publicly accessible. The Project Team will work with the City Planning Commission to adopt the Station Area Plans as amendments to the City’s 2030 Master Plan.
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	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: The Equitable Transit Oriented Communities (ETOC) project proposes to unite the resources of several local public agency offices and community partners. These are:- The New Orleans Regional Transit Authority is the largest transit provider in the New Orleans metro area, operating regional transit service throughout Orleans, Jefferson and St. Bernard Parishes. The RTA system currently includes five streetcar lines, 30 bus routes and two ferry routes, as well as paratransit service. The RTA will be a core member of the TOC working group, contributing operational and planning insight from the transit provider perspective. The RTA will work closely with city partners to explore land use regulations, design standards, financing tools and development opportunities to support transit-oriented communities along the upcoming BRT route. As needed, the RTA will offer community and stakeholder outreach support.  - The New Orleans City Planning Commission is a citizen board appointed by the Mayor and approved by the City Council. The Planning Commission staff provides analysis and recommendations on matters dealing with the present and future development of the City, in accordance with the goals and policies of the City's Plan for the 21st Century or the Master Plan. This includes reviewing, approving, and/or recommending to the City Council land use requests and changes, such as master plan amendments, map changes, text amendments to the Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance (CZO), appeals and subdivisions in the areas prioritized for TOC corridors.  - The Mayor’s Office of Resilience and Sustainability (ORS) works in partnership with city departments, agencies, and community groups to advance policies and projects that positively impact New Orleans’ environmental stewardship and climate resilience. ORS will leverage its ability to break silos and engage elected officials to ensure that substantive improvements to transportation and land use coordination occurs. - The Office of Economic Development’s (OED) mission is to encourage inclusive economic growth and economic mobility by creating new jobs, revitalizing neighborhoods, investing in people and in priority industries, and creating systems to thrive. OED envisions a vibrant, equitable, and inclusive city where all New Orleanians—at every stage of their lives and in every neighborhood—enjoy access to economic opportunity, quality jobs, and a high quality of life for themselves and their families.- Mayor’s Office of Homeless Services and Strategy This newly established office is dedicated to creating solutions to assist our unhoused population through expanding resources, outreach and partnerships in addition to focusing on the root causes of homelessness.  Another area of concern is to address those persons that are struggling with dual-diagnosis, mental health and addiction issues that might be barriers to housing and employment. Ultimately, these items will be put into a larger plan, which will be the office’s strategic planning process to move the homeless services system forward and hold all the teams in homeless services accountable.- The Center for Equitable Transit-Oriented Communities (CETOC) is a U.S. Department of Transportation designated University Transportation Center, led by the University of New Orleans.  It focuses on preserving the environment by promoting transit access, multimodal infrastructure, land use efficiency, resilience and climate adaptation.  Through its research and outreach activities, CETOC cultivates transportation and resilience leadership, promotes education and workforce development, and emphasizes technology transfer. UNO is committed to supporting this project in an advisory capacity through the proposed Working Group, and to developing collaborative research initiatives that relate to and inform local policy, planning, and project implementation.
	lbl_hidden_txt_partnershipProvision: Partnership Provision
	Matching Funds Amount: 190000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_matchingFunds: Matching Funds Amount
	Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds (4000 characters):: The RTA will fund up to $190,000 as a local match with a one-cent sales tax dedicated to public transit. This represents a 20% match for the project if the increased Federal share of 90% is not awarded. RTA revenues are sourced from general use, hotel/motel and state motor vehicle sales taxes and provide consistent annual revenue for RTA.  Sales tax revenue totals over $80 million annually. These revenues are spent on a combination of operating and capital needs each year. RTA has demonstrated the ability to match and manage FTA grant funds and cover any cost overages.  The RTA Board has authorized a resolution committing to the local match.  The RTA Board Resolution is included in Attachment B. 
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	Grand Total  - Federal TOD Amount: 855000.00
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 630000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): This project scope is scalable by the number of station areas plans and the intensity of public involvement. Each station area plan is budgeted at $150,000. Creating the individual plans will require several tasks, including: - Close consultation with area stakeholders, including property owners, residents, businesses, and institutions, in the visioning of the station area and consideration of development concepts- Formulation of specific development proposals that include cost estimates, visual renderings, site plans, pro formas, and identification of funding partners and financial strategies- Cost estimates and capital improvement plans for enhancements to the public right of way- Detailed implementation schedules and assignment of responsibilities At least two station area plans are necessary to justify the work to complete the comprehensive station areas assessment and match the scale of the BRT project itself. At a minimum, station area plans will be made for the Algiers Park and Ride on the West Bank and the New Orleans East Transit Center – the corridor’s two termini. Up to two additional station areas will be identified during the corridor-wide assessment for their own station area plans. The level of public involvement is also scalable. At a minimum, the project will hold small group meetings, large format public meetings, virtual meetings, online engagement through social media and traditional websites, door-to-door engagement, and direct mail. An innovative engagement method proposed for this project is the recruitment, training, and management of teams of Community Connectors – up to 15 individuals with existing, strong relationships in the community who will be compensated for developing a personal plan for engagement and executing it through close coordination with the project team. The number of Connectors or amount of compensation (the budget proposes $2,000 per individual) may be scaled accordingly. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: 
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: Significant EJ populations reside within the ETOC study area – the area within ¼ mile of the planned BRT route. 12% of the corridor is unemployed, compared to 6% of the U.S. 57% are low-income, compared to 31% of the U.S. 15% hold less than a high school education, compared to 12% in the U.S. 81% are people of color, including 71% Black, compared to 39% in the U.S. 32% of the corridor is at flood risk, compared to 12% of the U.S. The corridor also faces housing burden, transportation access gaps, and food desert status. The EJ Screen report for this area is included as Attachment C. RTA riders also represent EJ populations. Around 67% are Black, 74% of riders have an annual household income less than $55,000, and 42% of riders have an annual household income less than $25,000.The ETOC plan will respond to the priorities and values of residents and businesses in neighborhoods where property values are lower, and where rooted stakeholders are vulnerable to displacement, with recommended policies, programs, and projects. This will ensure that the value created by the generational infrastructure investment will accrue to the most underserved populations. Examples of these policies and projects are:- Providing more frequent and reliable transit access to jobs, learning opportunities and other destinations; - Preserve existing – and develop new - affordable housing and mixed-income housing units; - Mitigating potential displacement through rental subsidies, homeowner and landlord eligible repair grants, and establishment of a community land trust - Reducing dependence on expensive personal vehicles to access opportunity- Requiring hiring of businesses and employment of - and apprenticeships for - residents in publicly subsidized construction projects and leasing.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: New Orleans and its residents are highly vulnerable to the impacts of extreme heat, extreme drought, stormwater flooding, tropical storm winds, hail, coastal storm surge, tornadoes, water shortages, and other disasters compounded by global climate change. Demonstrating successful coordination of public transportation and transit-supportive land use is part of safeguarding its future. The Mayor’s Office of Resilience and Sustainability is a core partner of this project. Transportation accounts for 44% of New Orleans’ greenhouse gas emissions. Building transit-oriented communities is a key strategic goal of the City’s 2022 Climate Action Plan, which aims for 50% non-automobile trips by 2030. The choice of reliable, convenient, electrified bus rapid transit from inner-ring suburban neighborhoods to regional employment and activity centers will enable residents, workers, and visitors to forgo reliance on emissions-heavy vehicles, significantly reducing carbon emissions from the city’s transportation sector.The consultant team will be instructed to consider other techniques, such as green infrastructure, solar generation, and cooling strategies, in station area plans to provide environmental benefits. New construction and major rehabilitation of structures in the station areas will meet new standards for energy efficiency. The City Council recently passed an ordinance requiring that certain new or substantially renovated City facilities be built to LEED Gold standards. The City is setting a new goal to achieve an additional 17% reduction (40% cumulative) in energy use in City buildings by 2030. This standard will be applied to joint development projects within the BRT corridor. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: Consistent with Executive Order 13985, the ETOC Project aims to advance racial equity by eliminating transportation disparities to all populations within the project area. By facilitating transit-oriented development along the planned East-West BRT Route, the TOD study will address racial equity and barriers to opportunity by focusing on equitable development prioritizing bringing more affordable housing and greater access to goods and services like grocery stores, medical clinics, and public amenities in convenient access  for transit riding populations in New Orleans.   Physical barriers are a prevalent theme in the corridor as well. The construction of Interstate 10 divided most of the East Bank neighborhoods in the BRT corridor. While modification of the expressway structure itself is not within the scope of the BRT project, the ETOC project is designed to respond directly to harms that it causes, including but not limited to air and noise pollution, traffic congestion, traffic safety, land value, and heat. One area of potential station area focus is the 1.25 mile-segment of the BRT route that will serve the Treme neighborhood’s North Claiborne Avenue Corridor. Since 1967, the elevated expressway of Interstate-10 has severed the neighborhood, decimating a thriving commercial corridor along Claiborne Avenue, at the heart of the oldest, free Black community in the country.The 100-foot-wide surface right-of-way of the Claiborne Corridor is difficult and dangerous to cross. Limited sunlight and substantial vehicle noise characterize daytime conditions. According to the crash data from 2016 to 2020 for the section along the Cultural Innovation District alone, there were seven crashes resulting in several severe injuries and one fatality. These were both vehicular-to-vehicle accidents involving pedestrians and bicyclists and occurred during the daytime and at night. One of the ETOC project's main goals is to improve street safety in the station areas to help reduce these risks and prevent further crashes and injuries. In addition to land redevelopment in the station areas, recommendations for slowing down vehicular traffic, improving signage, and modifying the right-of-way to increase pedestrian and vehicular safety are potential outcomes for the ETOC study.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: Encampments of unhoused populations in New Orleans have grown under the elevated expressways, onramps and offramps of downtown New Orleans. The planned BRT route runs beneath the Interstate 10 overpass on North Claiborne Avenue from St. Bernard Avenue to Orleans Avenue, which has hosted one of these encampments. The route's access to the Crescent City Connection Mississippi River Bridge at Tchoupitoulas Street is directly adjacent to a site that has periodically been the location of another large encampment. These locations attract street homeless populations due to their proximity to social services, transportation nodes, and panhandling opportunities. Unity of Greater New Orleans’ 2024 Point in Time Count tallied 1,454 homeless individuals in Orleans Parish in January 2024, an increase of 20% over the last two years.  Family homelessness grew by 69% over the last two years.Several systemic factors have led to this outcome in recent years. Increasing rents (fair market rent for a one-bedroom apartment in New Orleans rose 15% over the last year, to $1,149). According to Eviction Lab, evictions rose 38% between April 2022 and April 2023. Entrenched poverty persists, and lack of access to mental health care and drug treatment are consistent challenges. Finally, the end of pandemic relief including emergency housing and rent assistance has reversed earlier success at sheltering homeless people in the short-term. Early in 2023, Mayor Cantrell established the Office of Homeless Services & Strategy, which is dedicated to creating solutions to assist the unhoused population through expanding resources, outreach and partnerships in addition to focusing on the root causes of homelessness. The Office is engaging unhoused people and local businesses to build trust in the City’s efforts to place people in emergency and long-term housing solutions, in collaboration with Unity New Orleans. Grant funding is supporting these short-term efforts, but long-term, progress must be made in reducing the cost of housing and increasing the availability of long-term affordable homes. The City Planning Commission collaborated with the Office of Homeless Services & Strategy to expand land use permissions to allow for homeless shelters to be permitted in more zoning districts within the Central Business District and within historic zoning districts that intersect with I-10. The TOD planning study will pick up on these efforts to construct and preserve affordable housing along the BRT proposed route. This may include recommending policies for the dedication of deed-restricted housing units through joint development of publicly owned parcels or subsidies of private residential or mixed-use developments within station areas. Moreover, the study will explore opportunities to co-locate healthcare services with affordable housing, since transportation to medical and mental healthcare services is a major challenge to vulnerable populations. To that end, the study will engage small and medium sized local developers with a track record of creating mixed-use developments that incorporate healthcare operations within or adjacent to affordable or senior housing.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The ETOC project supports the Justice40 Initiative by engaging underserved neighborhoods outside the city’s historic core in a plan to maximize community returns on a generational public infrastructure investment. This action plan will respond to the priorities and values of residents and businesses in neighborhoods where property values are lower, and where rooted stakeholders are susceptible to displacement. The RTA and its partners have consistently engaged these communities in its planning projects, most recently in the transit system redesign process New Links and efforts to enhance major mobility hubs throughout the city. Using several in-person and online methods, the RTA gathered feedback from over 1,000 people to better understand public transportation needs. RTA also partnered with a local transit advocacy group to develop informational videos and host a series of virtual town hall meetings to supplement engagement activities.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST) indicates that 24 of the 30 census tracts (80%) within a quarter mile of the BRT route alignment are disadvantaged communities (Justice40 communities), including all four tracts adjacent to the route’s two termini. It also shows that 90% of the proposed BRT route length runs through census tracts that are identified as disadvantaged through the CEJST
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Low Income Population (annual income less than 25k)
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 3066000
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 80
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: The RTA’s planned, generational investment in bus rapid transit will have a transformative effect on the value of land in the corridor. This effect was seen in recent transportation corridor improvement projects, such as the Rampart-St. Claude Streetcar line and the Lafitte Greenway linear park. Capturing the anticipated increase in land values around BRT stations could be a significant source of long-term reinvestment of this additional value back into the impacted station areas and into the operations and maintenance of the BRT service itself. • Joint development: Several station areas within the BRT corridor contain parcels owned by public entities that could potentially be redeveloped through joint development. The 10-acre vacant park and ride parcel located at the West Bank terminus of the BRT route is among the most obvious sites, given its large size. • Tax increment financing (TIF): The City of New Orleans has a long track record of utilizing sales tax increment financing to support redevelopment of parcels into big box shopping centers. Property tax increment financing is less potent, given the small proportion of undedicated millages. • Impact fees: Impact fees have been used throughout Louisiana to fund infrastructure improvements but have not been used in New Orleans to reinvest into retrofits of corridors for multimodal accessibility. The consultant will be tasked with conducting the legal analysis for the feasibility of levying impact fees on developments within station areas and dedicating revenues to priority capital projects, operations and maintenance identified during station area planning. • Negotiated exactions could be a revenue source to support station area enhancements on publicly owned parcels of land. • Parking fees could be significant sources of revenue at the BRT route’s two termini, which are located in inner-ring suburban neighborhoods with high rates of vehicle ownership and utilization. • Sales tax and special assessment districts have been utilized in New Orleans to fund public space improvements but not to benefit transit operations or maintenance, or to support affordable housing construction. The consultant team will be responsible for studying the feasibility of applying sales tax special assessment districts within station areas. Given the regressive nature of sales taxes, careful consideration will be given to the impact of potential special sales taxes on consumers within the BRT corridor. National leaders in transit-oriented development and value capture strategies from the CETOC consortium at UNO Transportation Institute will identify resources to meet research or analytic needs and outreach/technology transfer opportunities pertaining to the planned BRT.
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: The City of New Orleans and New Orleans Housing Authority (HANO) have a successful track record for developing, operating, and maintaining mixed-income housing in partnership with private entities. While transit serves each of these communities, few have access to the level of frequent and reliable service that the planned BRT system will offer. Considerations for affordable and mixed-income housing will be incorporated into every phase of the comprehensive planning work. In choosing a community development consultant, it will be a priority to select one with experience conducting feasibility analysis for development of new affordable, transit-oriented housing. New Orleans offers a public handful of development incentives, such as restoration tax abatements, payments in lieu of taxes (PILOTs), and tax increment financing (TIF).  The consultant will be responsible for evaluating the viability of mixed-income housing within and near station areas based on available incentives and market conditions, and whether additional incentives are necessary. Key stakeholder engagement will also target the city’s community of affordable housing developers, which offer unrivaled expertise in the challenges and opportunities to building affordable units, as well as small-scale developers. The EJScreen tool reports that only 38% of households within the corridor are owner-occupied, compared to 48% citywide. The Station Area assessment task will evaluate housing affordability within each area, and take stock of naturally occurring affordable housing, which may be threatened by the jump in property values that BRT investment is likely to cause. The consultant team will be responsible for measuring the supply of affordable housing units by number of units across various sizes (i.e., 1 bedroom, 2 bedroom, and 3 bedroom) against the current and projected future demand and report the corresponding gap in affordable housing units. The comprehensive assessment of station areas will identify land use restrictions in place within each station area that inhibit the use and form of housing – and in particular, the housing typologies used for affordable and mixed-income housing in New Orleans, which includes town homes, garden apartments, multifamily buildings, and mixed-use buildings. There will be a review of land use policy changes such as overlays and or adjustments to the base zoning that could reduce minimum parking requirements to lower the cost of development, increase the floor area ratio allotted for developments that increase the total number of affordable housing units, and adjust design requirements to encourage a more pedestrian and transit friendly environment that will encourage and enhance transit ridership along the proposed BRT route. Station Area Plans will also propose development concepts that delineate value capture strategies to make them financially viable. The rapidly increasing cost of property and hazard insurance along the Gulf Coast is a substantial challenge to all property development. Innovative solutions are needed to defray these costs, and the consultant team will be charged with developing creative solutions.
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: Community Input into the ETOC project is essential to its success. Both the Bus Rapid Transit service type and the Transit Oriented Communities concept are currently unfamiliar to many New Orleanians. This project will serve as an introduction of the TOC concept to many community members, and an opportunity for them to shape a unique vision for transit-oriented development in New Orleans that reflects their values and priorities. The Project Team will conduct a comprehensive and coordinated stakeholder and public involvement program that engages parties early and often. The process will be coordinated with community outreach activities done in support of the design and construction of the BRT line. Through the BRT line development, community members and stakeholders will be engaged to provide input on changes to the right-of-way, station design and placement, and potential transit priority treatments to support the BRT performance. Stakeholder organizations will include: station area property owners; neighborhood, civic, and business associations; area institutions such as schools and faith-based organizations; transit riders; workforce development organizations; social service providers and particularly those serving unhoused populations; the development community (including builders, investors, and realtors); the Regional Planning Commission; and the Louisiana Department of Transportation and Development. Specific organizations to prioritize coordination with include Eastern New Orleans Advisory Commission, New Orleans East Matters, and the Algiers Economic Development Foundation. Engaging transit riders and potential future residents of mixed-income and affordable housing requires more resource intensive techniques than reaching higher income populations. Diligent engagement of these areas’ communities through hands-on methods will be critical to this process.  Project team members will therefore use a range of nontraditional community outreach tools and methodologies to ensure proportional representation of all impacted communities. This will likely include:- Training and deployment of Community Connectors– compensated members of station area communities who will leverage their own networks to drive engagement in the planning process. - Direct outreach at bus stops and on transit vehicles will be necessary to adequately reach transit riders. - Engagement of youth through schools, the New Orleans Recreation Department, youth service organizations, and a creative social media campaign- Reaching service industry workers through partnership with large downtown employers including the New Orleans Convention Center, hospitals, and hotels. To ensure the resulting plan is feasible to implement, the process will also include close consultation with the real estate development community to ensure development proposals are responsive to market conditions.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: Through the ETOC planning process, the RTA and City will conduct several activities related to the development of affordable housing within access of jobs and education opportunities. A housing advocate’s recent evaluation - the HousingNOLA 2023 report card - quantifies a need for 47,000 affordable housing units to be developed, preserved, or subsidized to meet current and anticipated demand over the next ten years. The City’s low-income households, many of whom rely on transit to commute to opportunity, have been pressured to relocate to lower-cost neighborhoods further from the city’s job centers. This process will allow the City to strengthen existing and create new housing policies that encourage affordable housing units served by BRT. The ETOC project will utilize up-to-date market condition data to inform scenario planning that tests the efficacy of recently created affordable housing policies to deliver permanently affordable units in BRT station areas. These existing policies include:- The elimination of parking minimums in the Central Business District and lowered requirements for residential and commercial citywide.- A density bonus provision for developments that provided affordable housing- A Mandatory Inclusionary Zoning (MIZ) policy designating areas of the city as a core requiring that developments with 10 or more housing units must dedicate at least 10% of the units as affordable to renters earning under 60% AMI). - A Voluntary Inclusionary Zoning policy, whereby developments in any zoning district with at least 10 units and a 10% set-aside of affordable units can receive a 50% parking reduction if located 600 feet of a transit stop. - Zoning districts that permit dwellings above the ground floor of commercial properties by-right in many areas in the  historic parts of the City.- The permitting of Small Multi-Family Affordable units in multiple principal structures. This use also removes lot area per dwelling and off-street parking requirements as long as one unit is set-aside for a household earning less than 80% of area median incomeThe development scenarios will reveal which of the above policies to expand or modify to meet the permanent housing needs of low-income households and the unhoused. Additional policies to consider will include: streamlined permitting for projects proposing affordable housing and provision of permanent affordable housing for disadvantaged groups experiencing homelessness.  
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
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