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Applicant and Proposal Profile
Section I. Applicant Information
Section I. Applicant Information
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Project Location:
Project Location:
Project Location:
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional District
Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
Demonstrated Need
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Timeline Item Description
Timeline Item Date
Partnership Provision
Partnership Provision
Funding Commitments
Funding Commitments
Project Budget
Project Budget
Description
QTY
Federal TOD Amount
TOD Match Amount
Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
Other Funds
Total:
Project Scalability
Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Environmental Justice Populations
Environmental Justice Populations
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Climate Change
Climate Change
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Justice40
Justice40
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
%
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Value Capture
Value Capture
Mixed-Income
Mixed-Income
Community Input
Community Input
Affordable Housing
Affordable Housing
Community Development
Community Development
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Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-015
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-034
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
0
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
1
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA) is Rhode Island’s statewide transit provider, serving 37 of the state’s 39 municipalities with 59 fixed routes, 7 zone-based Flex operations, and ADA paratransit services. In FY 2019, RIPTA provided a combined 16.2 million fixed route and flex trips and nearly 400,000 paratransit trips. RIPTA, like many transit agencies nationwide, saw a drop a ridership numbers due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As of FY2023, ridership has rebounded to over 12 million and continues to see month-over-month increases. Average daily ridership as of the first quarter of 2024 is 40,900. RIPTA service is centered in the Providence metropolitan area with passenger hubs located in Providence, Pawtucket, Warwick and Newport. A new hub is currently under development in Kingston. RIPTA offers state line transit services to the neighboring Massachusetts communities of Fall River, Attleboro, Seekonk and Somerset. The population of the Providence RI-MA urbanized area, consisting of the majority of the state and portions of Bristol County, MA is 1,622,520. 77% of Rhode Island’s total population lives within 10 minutes of a RIPTA bus stop; 50% of the population lives in just 10% of the state’s total land area.RIPTA’s fleet consists of 229 fixed route buses – 14 of which are battery-electric and run exclusively on the network’s most frequent and busiest route linking Providence and Pawtucket making 20% of all RIPTA trips zero-emission, 15 flex vans, and 77 paratransit vehicles. RIPTA’s vehicle maintenance and storage facilities consist of our primary campus located in Providence, with a weekday pullout of 141 buses, and a satellite facility on the Middletown/Newport line on Aquidneck Island, with a pullout of 31. RIPTA’s 2022-2026 Transit Asset Management Plan (TAMP) has identified the need for us to continue an aggressive fleet replacement schedule to ensure the average of the fleet below 8 years and enable us to minimize the retention of existing vehicles beyond their respective FTA useful life benchmarks. Furthermore, RIPTA is working to make strategic and long-lasting repairs to its facilities, particularly our oldest building on our Providence campus, originally built in 1922, to full state of good repair.Our enabling legislation designates RIPTA’s as the statewide mobility manager and houses Commuter Resources RI. This team aims to guide transportation demand and promote environmentally friendly modes such as walking, bicycling, train, vanpool, etc. with the intent of reducing traffic emissions and overall vehicle miles travelled. They’ve worked closely with some of our state’s largest employers and educational institutions to participate in the “Wave to Work” and “U-Pass” programs. Despite how COVID-19 has changed mobility behavior, activity in these programs remain strong.RIPTA has had a longstanding commitment to sustainability and innovation. Our Providence garage has a green roof consisting of 1,130 solar panels and recently renovated facilities incorporate bioretention areas and permeable pavers, reducing stormwater runoff by 50%. In 2020, RIPTA entered into a virtual net metering agreement with Kearsarge Energy giving the Authority credit for renewable energy generated by a 6,000+ solar panel installation on a former brownfield site in East Providence, equal to 93% of RIPTA’s annual energy consumption. RIPTA is begin to take steps with decarbonizing its fleet (the 14 electric buses on the R-Line) but as this process unfolds, all near-term bus orders will be hybrid-electrics that will reduce fuel consumption by at least 20% and emissions by over 50%. In the realm of technology, RIPTA has implemented (and expanding) transit signal priority on major corridors that will improve service reliability and account-based fare collection – Wave – which supports fare-capping to save riders money and enables them greater control over how they pay for the bus including the potential for contactless payments.
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	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The Metro Connector Comprehensive TOD Plan is a regionally significant effort to create transit-supportive changes in land use, housing, and infrastructure to complement RIPTA’s proposed fixed guideway service along a key north-south corridor in Rhode Island’s core. This plan is supported by partnerships and involvement with the six municipalities along the corridor, as well as local businesses, private sector entities, state agencies, and community organizations.A gap analysis of housing, employment, and infrastructure along the corridor will identify build-out capacities and potential TOD sites and designs. The results will be used to assemble targeted strategies to address the urgent affordable housing shortage in the area, incentivize mixed-use development, mitigate displacement of residents and businesses, and maximize access and safety for all road users. This will bolster ridership, provide multimodal connections, stimulate economic activity, and improve housing equity issues.
	lbl_hidden_txt_summaryOfReq: Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity)
	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: The transit project is the Metro Connector BRT or LRT project, an all-electric fixed guideway transit service that will extend 15 miles from Valley Falls in Cumberland through Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, Cranston, and Warwick. The service would principally run down North Main, Broad and Elmwood Avenues in Providence, Reservoir and New London Avenues in Cranston, and Bald Hill Road in Warwick. There will be approximately 30 stops (to be finalized) along the route including Pawtucket/Central Falls Transit Center, Rochambeau Avenue, Providence Transit Center and Kennedy Plaza, Trinity Square, Garden City, Pastore Center, and CCRI Warwick. Assuming all design/engineering, financial, and political components align, then revenue service would begin in 2035. A map of the corridor has been provided, see attachment "CF_Cumberland - CCRI Corridor Map."
	lbl_hidden_txt_transitProject: Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectInCIG: If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The Cumberland/Central Falls to CCRI Warwick corridor will be a new fixed guideway transit service as defined in the NOFO and as defined in Federal public transportation law. This corridor is currently going through development outside of the Capital Investment Grant process and once finalized, it will be submitted for entry into the CIG program. 1. The proposed project will be either Bus Rapid or Light Rail transit as recommended in Transit Forward RI 2040, Rhode Island’s transit master plan (see attachment "Transit Forward RI 2040_Rhode Island Transit Master Plan" - see Initiative 3: Develop High Capacity Transit).2. The service will operate within separate right-of-way for an estimated 70% of the possible alignment. This ROW will mostly be restricted to transit operations; however, this may vary as service runs within downtown Providence where vehicles may access the ROW for turning movements.3. This project represents a substantial investment in a single route in a defined corridor ($750 million+ estimated in 2020, see Cost and Benefits section of Transit Master Plan file).4. The route will have stations every ½ to 1 mile apart; all of which will be accessible to persons with disabilities, offer shelter from the weather, seating and lighting, off-board fare payment, and provide real-time information on schedules and connecting transit services.5. The potential alignment will provide faster passenger travel times through system operation techniques for improved speed and reliability, such as transit signal priority (TSP), all door boarding, and level platforms.6. The proposed BRT/LRT service will provide short headway, bidirectional service. Weekdays would operate every 10 minutes or better for a minimum span of 5 am to 8pm, with night service continuing until 1am every 15 minutes. Weekends would be every 15 minutes or better for a span between 5am to 8pm, with night service frequency not exceeding every 20 minutes until 1am (based on peer service guidelines for such services).7. RIPTA will be applying a separate and consistent brand identity on stations and vehicles for this BRT or LRT service.
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: The primary focus of this planning project is to guide and advance transit-supportive development and changes along the proposed high-capacity transit corridor that runs through the metropolitan core of Rhode Island. The resulting changes and deliverables will include infrastructure improvements, policy recommendations, financial stack options, land-use adjustments, and site plans for affordable and mixed income housing. They will be informed by a thorough public engagement process, needs assessment, and market analysis.This effort is strengthened by a coalition of project partners, including the six municipalities along the corridor, the RI Department of Housing, the Department of Statewide Planning, (Rhode Island’s sole MPO), and support from state agencies, local developers, and advocacy organizations. Some of these partners, including the cities of Providence, Central Falls, and Pawtucket, have already taken steps in envisioning TOD in their communities, which are detailed in the North Main Street Corridor Study, the recent Providence Comprehensive Plan Update, and the Pawtucket-Central Falls Station District Vision Plan. TOD has also been pursued at the state level, where TOD-encouraging legislation and programs have been implemented and is called for in the state’s Long Range Transportation Plan, Transit Master Plan, Bicycle Mobility Plan, and Economic Development Strategy. All aforementioned documents are enclosed in this application.Completion of this planning project will better align and consolidate these various visions into a unified regional approach by building from exiting efforts and spurring TOD initiatives in all communities along the corridor. Partnerships with land-use authority and state agencies will also facilitate the actual implementation of infrastructure improvements; collaboratively identifying necessary changes to the public right of way will allow RIDOT and local utility companies to prioritize these improvements during the state’s upcoming update of its Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP) or the capital plans of utilities such as RI Energy and Providence Water.This project corridor is well positioned to receive benefits from TOD planning; it is abundant with commercial activity, employment centers, and resources and opportunities for advancement or support. The corridor's built environment is auto-oriented, often lacking safe bike and pedestrian infrastructure, and includes several empty lots, parking areas, and low-density residential properties. There is a stark need for affordable housing in many of the communities along the corridor; the residents of the six municipalities it passes through are 49% cost burdened on average, according to the 2023 Housing Fact Book from Housing Works RI (enclosed). This need is especially present among environmental justice populations, including the low-income and minority communities along the corridor that have historically experienced disinvestment, displacement, environmental and health-related injustices, and barriers to housing, education, employment, and other opportunities vital to fulfillment and upward mobility.This work will make strides in addressing climate change since transit-supportive development, land uses, policies, and infrastructure will all contribute to the appeal, safety, and convenience of transit and therefore create significant mode shift to transit. The HCT service along this corridor will also be fully electric, so this effort will not only reduce vehicle miles traveled by personal autos, but also GHG emissions.This study and its results will guide this region towards realizing a safer, more equitable, higher-density, transit-supportive, and accessible corridor. Federal funds are required to ensure that this project entails detailed and targeted planning work to promote equitable TOD in a region where market factors often work against developing affordable and mixed-income housing that is transit-adjacent.
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: RIPTA has developed a high-level scope that outlines each TOD planning study task which is enclosed in this application; please refer to this document for a detailed work plan, titled “Scope – TOD Corridor Planning Study.”This study encompasses the entire length of the BRT/LRT corridor and includes all land area within a buffer of up to one mile. RIPTA has developed a detailed schedule which estimates a turnaround of approximately two years due to the magnitude of the plan. This is a conservative, achievable estimate which considers procurement timelines, the appropriate level of involvement with stakeholders, the extensive efforts to engage underrepresented populations, the evaluation of work products, and the development of the TOD visions and final plan with relevant parties.Task 1:Project Management & Technical Working Group, to result in a detailed project and meeting schedule, study milestones, and deliverable deadlines.The most notable potential impediment to implementing the TOD plan that RIPTA foresees is difference among the priorities and needs among the project partners, including the six municipalities and state agencies. The workplan will facilitate the process of working through such differences through the establishment of regular meetings with the technical working group that will focus on achieving cohesion and incorporation of various perspectives into all project milestones. This working group will discuss each step and offer frequent opportunities for feedback on the process and deliverables for each task. This is also being proactively mitigated through the current and ongoing participation of each of these project partners in the Metro Connector HCT Study, and through the meaningful engagement that is currently underway with businesses, residents, developers, state agencies, and community groups to ensure all stakeholders are listened to, informed, and involved.Task 2:Public Involvement Plan & Equity Framework, to result in a detailed engagement plan.RIPTA intends to do a robust and extensive community outreach process which will mirror the public participation process in the HCT alternatives analysis which is currently underway. This process will make use of many of the FTA's recommendations in the Promising Practices for Meaningful Public Involvement guide with a focus on EJ communities and those historically underserved by transit and public investment. Every effort will be made to ensure the PIP reflects the project’s objective to increase equity in transit, housing, and TOD. Please refer to the scope for more detail.Task 3:Best Practices Research, to result in a summary of best practices for equitable TOD planning with a focus on maximizing affordable housing and mobility.Task 4:Existing Document Review, to result in a synthesis report of local, regional, and state level TOD efforts.Task 5 and 6:Market & Existing Conditions Analysis (5) and Gap Assessment (6), to result in an Existing Conditions Report, complete with key recommendations from the gap assessment.Task 7:TOD Vision & Potential, to result in a set of conceptual designs for equitable TOD developments and a report detailing design standards, tax generation projections, and estimate of equity, health, and environmental benefits.Task 8: Financial Stack Options & Incentives, to result in a Financial Strategy Guide for developing equitable TOD that is specific to the study region.Task 9: Toolbox of Policies, to result in a Policy Recommendation Report.Task 10:Infrastructural & First/Last Mile Improvements, to result in an Infrastructure Gaps & Strategy Report, which identifies specific priority improvements and includes strategy recommendations to make the improvement implementation more successful and feasible.Task 11:Draft & Final Plan, to result in a plan that incorporates findings from previous tasks and is supported by and ready to be adopted by municipalities and state departments.
	lbl_hidden_txt_workPlan: Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work
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	Insert Project Timeline Item: 
	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: The comprehensive TOD planning effort will involve coordination and active participation from land use authorities. Each of the following have provided us a letter of intent to engage with us throughout the duration of the project: the six communities in which the BRT/LRT corridor runs through (Cumberland, Central Falls, Pawtucket, Providence, Cranston, and Warwick), the Rhode Island Department of Housing (who oversees the state's TOD programs), and the Rhode Island Department of Administration's Division of Statewide Planning (who is responsible for managing the State Guide Plan - including land use - and serves as the sole MPO for the entire state). These letters can be found in the attachment labeled "Land Use Authorities Letters of Intent_RIPTA_FY2024 TOD."As affirmed in Statewide Planning's letter, if we are successful, they will amend the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) to include our planning effort and take note of the funds in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).Since a component of this effort involves evaluating, identifying, and defining infrastructure upgrades to support TOD development, multimodal travel (i.e. walking and cycling), improved first/last mile movement, accessibility, etc., RIPTA will engage RIDOT, Rhode Island Energy, Providence Water, and municipal DPW's as needed.RIPTA has received broad base support for our application from elected officials, state agencies (including RIDOT), and various advocacy, business, and development organizations across the metropolitan area. These letters have been compiled in an attachment labeled "Letters of Support_RIPTA_FY2024 TOD." All express support for this critical planning process coinciding the development of the BRT/LRT corridor. All supporters believe that the comprehensive TOD plan, when completed, will give the communities and the state a unified approach to developing a mixed-use, mixed-income, healthy, safe, thriving, and accessible corridor through communities and lead to a transformation for the State.
	lbl_hidden_txt_partnershipProvision: Partnership Provision
	Matching Funds Amount: 120000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_matchingFunds: Matching Funds Amount
	Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds (4000 characters):: The Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA) is requesting 100% federal funding for this planning effort. The rate of poverty in the area being studied is double the rate of poverty in the two counties in which the BRT/LRT corridor will operate in. RIPTA, in undertaking this comprehensive TOD plan, will be incorporate at least three of the five listed affordable housing activities listed in the NOFO section C.3.ii.v. The study will recommend policies that reduce regulatory barriers to the development of affordable housing, that support affordable rental opportunities, and that encourage streamlined permitting processes for affordable housing units. These efforts are included as part of Task 9 in the attached scope of work and noted in the work plan section of this form.If the project is not selected for 100% federal funding, RIPTA can provide 20% match by utilizing funds from the agency's existing allocation of Rhode Island Capital Plan (RICAP) funds. RIPTA has identified lower average income in our ridership than the overall service area which is Providence, Bristol, Newport, Washington, and Kent Counties in Rhode Island and parts of Bristol County in Massachusetts. Per RIPTA's 2021 On-board survey, 37% of all RIPTA's riders are low income and 33.6% are below the federal poverty line. According to the 2022 American Community Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates, the poverty rate in the study area was notably higher than the rates in the counties that the study area passes through. The 2022 data reports poverty rates of 7.5% in Kent County, 13.6% in Providence County, and 16.2% in the tracts within the study area. This shows that the neighborhoods along this corridor tend to be lower-income than areas beyond the study area.All elements of this project will be able to be accomplished whether or not RIPTA is provided 100% federal funding, however, if RIPTA is able to preserve these monies, it will enable us to put further resources into the overall project.Our Executive Director of Financial Planning and Analysis has signed a commitment letter (see attached file "RIPTA Financial Commitment - FY2024 TOD") for allocation of these funds toward the project. The Executive Director was authorized to sign on behalf of our Interim Chief Executive Officer.
	lbl_hidden_txt_sourceMatchingFunds: Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds
	Item Description (100 characters): Professional Services
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_Desc: Description
	Quantity: 1
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Qty: Quantity
	Federal TOD Amount: 600000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_FederalAmnt: Federal TOD Amount
	TOD Match Amount: 120000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_OtherFederal: Other Federal Funds
	Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_Other: Other Funds
	Total Cost: 720000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_TotalCost: Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_budgetRepeatable: Project Budget
	Insert Project Budget Item: 
	Grand Total  - Federal TOD Amount: 600000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalFederalAmnt: Grand Total - Federal TOD Amount
	Grand Total - TOD Match Amount: 120000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalLocalMatch: Grand Total - TOD Match Amount
	Grand Total - Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOtherFederal: Grand Total - Other Federal Funds
	Grand Total - Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOther: Grand Total - Other Funds
	Grand Total - Total Cost: 720000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalTotalCost: Grand Total - Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 500000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): If the FTA needs to scale down the request in order to allow our project to be financed, RIPTA can carry out the provided scope of work and receive the intended deliverables for $500,000. However, this would result in the level of detail related to each task to be broader in content and less in-depth where it may be beneficial to the municipalities. Some elements that could be reduced include but are not limited to fewer renderings, less specificity on infrastructure that may make scoping of future projects longer and more costly, broader policies that may not be as customized for municipalities or the state to utilize, or streamlining of the existing conditions analysis to a broad outline of previous (and possibly out-of-date) materials or designs that would require new funding to generate up-to-date versions of to ensure the TOD plan completed through this project produces best outcomes.
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: 
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: The study area includes 36 census tracts that are identified as disadvantaged by the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool due to tracts meeting more than one burden threshold and the associated socioeconomic threshold. These include all 4 tracts that make up Central Falls, 10 tracts in Pawtucket, 20 in Providence, and 2 in Cranston. According to ACS 2022 5-Year Estimates, 21.3% of the population within these tracts are below the federal poverty line, and according to the 2020 Decennial Census, 73.6% of the population are people of color. This displays how these areas tend to be populated by communities of color and low-income people that have experienced disinvestment and shouldered a disproportionate burden of environmental and social issues. While these issues differ for all communities along the corridor, many are related to industrial land use impacts including air, soil, and water contamination, highway pollution, urban heat island effect, displacement, flooding, and a lack of investment into greenspaces, infrastructure, education and health services. RIPTA recognizes how all of these contribute to a holistic picture of health and environmental justice and aspires to be a part of changing the narrative around servicing and investing into these communities. This project aims to promote equity, public health, safety, and housing access and take a step towards correcting historical injustices.The Metro Connect Comprehensive TOD Plan aims to generate an array of benefits for the EJ populations along the Cumberland/Central Falls-CCRI Warwick corridor. The plan and recommendations that will result from this study will promote infrastructure improvements, land use changes, policy implementation, and financial strategy use that are responsive to the needs of these communities. These tools will help increase accessible housing options, effective infrastructure that supports active multimodal transportation, and mobility and connectivity in the greater Providence area. The goal is to benefit EJ communities by supporting cost-burdened residents with affordable housing and transportation options, reducing pollution levels that have historically caused asthma and serious health detriments, and providing convenient links to resources and opportunities including those related to education, employment, health, recreation, and family and community connection.This planning study was developed with the recognition that transit-oriented development projects in disadvantaged communities may inadvertently create legacies of gentrifying neighborhoods and displacing long-time residents due to the impact that improved transit service has on local housing markets. The goal of the Metro Connector High-Capacity Transit project is to serve existing residents and mitigate displacement rather than exacerbating existing inequities. This is the very reason RIPTA is pursuing funds to conduct an equitable TOD study. Carefully planning for land-use and housing impacts along a corridor with disadvantaged communities can make a remarkable difference in the equity outcomes of a project. The corridor study that is currently underway to determine the mode (BRT or LRT) and locally preferred alternative involves identifying potential business and resident displacement that could arise from implementing the selected mode and developing a mitigation strategy to ensure that this new service can proceed while having an effective means to impact the least number of individuals and present pathways for resolution.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: The implementation of BRT/LRT and supporting TOD along the Cumberland/Central Falls to CCRI Warwick corridor will have significant environmental benefits including improved air quality and reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.Well-planned TOD will lead to increased mode shift to transit, thus reducing GHGs from personal vehicles polluting communities’ air, land, and water. In concert with transit, walking and biking are additional energy efficient modes associated with a reduction in greenhouse gas emissions. The TOD planning study will have a substantial focus on enhancing the comfort and safety of pedestrians and bicyclists and improving first-mile/last-mile connections to support active transportation trip choice and use of multimodal trips overall. By increasing housing options within existing neighborhoods, it will have a lower environmental impact than developing dispersed, low-density housing. The proposed planning study would create opportunities for more diverse and dense housing typologies that make more efficient use of our natural resources. This will support land, water, and air quality and management.The transportation sector makes up 39% of all emissions in Rhode Island and shifting many trips to transit, such as BRT/LRT on this critical corridor, could remove several tons annually. The State of Rhode Island's most recent greenhouse gas reduction plan set a VMT reduction target of 10%. Full implementation of Transit Forward RI 2040, the state's transit master plan which recommends the implementation of BRT/LRT, will achieve at least 80% of the reduction. Additionally, the proposed service would be all-electric and would result in further GHG reductions. Implementation is important as Rhode Island has a legislative mandate to achieve net-zero emissions economy-wide per the 2021 Act on Climate by 2050. This can only met by aggressive VMT and mode shift from private automobiles to transit and other active mobility modes.The TOD study will improve the outcomes for the proposed BRT/LRT service in a variety of ways. It will increase transit ridership through land use and development changes. It will reduce vehicular VMT by providing a travel-time competitive premium transit option. It will also increase the development of affordable housing, which is a consistent generator of transit ridership. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: Access to housing, transit, and opportunities for upward mobility are racial justice issues in Rhode Island and particularly along the corridor connecting Central Falls/Cumberland to CCRI Warwick. The population within the total study area is 54.8% people of color, with a higher proportion of 63.9% people of color in the northern end of the study area, and 81.6% in Central Falls, where the north node of the proposed HCT service will be located. Many neighborhoods within the study area, particularly lower income and communities of color, are disconnected physically and economically from the rest of the corridor and lack feasible access to important opportunities. Some of these neighborhoods also have a history of displacement, unjust educational opportunities, and redlining that have reinforced housing disparities and limited opportunities for wealth creation.The proposed BRT/LRT service will improve access for disadvantaged populations to the region’s economic opportunities by providing a frequent, high capacity transit service. The TOD study will benefit these communities by ensuring safe and convenient access to HCT is effectively planned to allow residents to receive the benefits of regional mobility. It will also encourage the development of affordable housing and offer strategies for mitigating displacement of residents, which is especially important to the corridor’s disadvantaged communities. Historically, gentrification in Providence has had devastating impacts on communities of color in multiple neighborhoods; this history informs the objectives of this planning study, which aims to avoid displacement caused by the proposed transit improvements wherever possible and make affordable housing more available to residents. According to the 2023 Housing Fact Book from Housing Works RI (see attached), the six municipalities along the corridor have a total of 61,106 households, or 49%, that are cost burdened. This planning study will address this by taking key steps to increase housing stock, leverage strategies to encourage housing affordability, and identify sites for potential mixed-income developments. This work will be particularly effective due to the effort’s partnerships with local developers and municipalities. The study’s outcomes will increase affordable housing access for disadvantaged and communities of color who are cost-burdened and have experienced a history of housing injustice, red lining, and gentrification.In addition to affordable housing access, this study will provide disadvantaged populations with improved access to economic, employment, and educational opportunities. The study will identify necessary infrastructure improvements to make safe bike and pedestrian connections to transit, facilitate multimodal mobility, and make first/last mile adjustments that will make the numerous resources and opportunities in the region more accessible to all communities along the corridor. This includes connection to the main campus of the Community College of Rhode Island (CCRI) in Warwick. CCRI is one of the most affordable colleges in New England and offers free tuition for two years to RI high school graduates, making it a cornerstone of opportunity and equity that RIPTA aims to ensure is accessible as possible for disadvantaged communities, such as Central Falls, Pawtucket, and other predominantly low-income and minority populations. The proposed BRT/LRT service, along with improvements that will come from the TOD planning study, will also provide safe, fast, and accessible connections to other major centers of employment, education, and services such as colleges within the study area like Johnston & Wales, Brown, RISD, and Providence College; centers of employment and services including numerous hospitals and medical centers, downtown Providence, the facilities and state departments at the Pastore Center, and commercial centers such as Garden City, the Warwick Mall, and Providence Place Mall.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: Rhode Island is in the midst of a worsening housing and homelessness crisis. According to the Rhode Island Coalition to End Homelessness, the state’s homelessness rates have been increasing for several years, with a stark increase of 35% from 2023 to 2024. The number of individuals living on the street in Rhode Island has increased by 370% from 2019. The coalition reports data to the office of Housing and Urban Development, and found that 2,442 people in Rhode Island were homeless as of January 24, 2024. Areas along the proposed BRT/LRT corridor have some of the highest rates of homelessness in the state, such the neighborhoods of Upper South Providence and Elmwood in Providence, and throughout the cities of Central Falls and Pawtucket.Rhode Island Speaker Joe Shekarchi has made addressing the state's housing crisis a top priority. He has passed 24 bills in the last three years ranging from reducing barriers to development to encouraging mixed-use TOD and providing resources for more shelter beds. He will continues to focus on reducing homelessness in the state.One of the main motivators in RIPTA's pursuit of this grant opportunity was to develop an equitable transit-oriented development plan for the proposed fixed guideway service. We want to make sure that the housing that is developed along the corridor is accessible to all income brackets, including those with the least means.The proposed scope of work (enclosed) strongly articulates the need to incorporate affordable housing policies and processes into the study and the final plan. As we have seen with many large-scale transit capital projects around the country, there can be unintended consequences to the surrounding community. While transit service, accessibility, and mobility are improved, residents may find themselves displaced from their homes as the cost of housing increases in response to market signals. RIPTA notes that anti-displacement plans must be a key part of the proposed plan given the impact TOD can have on gentrification dynamics. The proposed BRT/LRT service needs to be able to be used by all people.RIPTA intends to make every effort to ensure that this project is beneficial to our constituents and recognize that in planning the future of transit in Rhode Island that we must also plan to address the housing and homelessness crisis in parallel through work progressed by this study and established partnerships with state agencies, municipalities, and nonprofit organizations. These are regional issues that require a regional coalition to effectively address, including intentional coordination among municipalities, state agencies, the public, and developers. This project is well positioned as one opportunity for coordinating essential stakeholders to plan holistically for transit and housing that will address social issues and lead to communities growing to become healthier and more equitable, accessible, and sustainable.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: RIPTA's vision for this planning study is well aligned with the Justice40 Initiative. This study will generate a plan that is pointedly equitable and will ensure that more public value produced by this transit investment will go to historically underrepresented and underinvested in populations. Over 40% of benefits from this project will go to disadvantaged populations. The most recent on-board Rider Survey in 2021 showed that RIPTA’s riders are 56.7% people of color, more than 33.6% below the federal poverty line, and 42% earning less than $25K per year. The census tracts in the project area are 58% disadvantaged according to the ETC Explorer and 51% disadvantaged according to CEJST. This project will produce action plans, strategies, and political and fiscal tools that will lead to disadvantaged communities seeing infrastructure improvements, affordable housing, cleaner air, water, and soil, and transit that is fast, reliable, and connected to essential resources and opportunities.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The USDOT Equitable Transportation Community Explorer was used to determine if this project meets the Justice40 Initiative. A shapefile of the entire study area, which includes the complete proposed HCT corridor and a 1-mile buffer around the path, was uploaded to the USDOT ETC Explorer using the Add Your Data option. The resulting map, named USDOT ETC Explorer Disadvantaged Tracts HCT Corridor Map, is enclosed in the application’s supporting documents. This interface was used to count the tracts that intersect with or are covered by the study area, and we found that 44 out of the total of 76 tracts (58%) were identified as disadvantaged by DOT.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Below Federal Poverty Line
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Annual income less than $25,000
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): People of color
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Transit dependent individuals due to disability or lack of access to a private automobile
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 4197160
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 5246450
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 7082707
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 7994590
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
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	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 58
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: The USDOT Equitable Transportation Community Explorer was used to find that 58% of communities in the project area are disadvantaged. Some of the disadvantaged designations of tracts varied between the ETC and CEJST tools, so an analysis was done with both to be sure that more than 40% of the project benefits go towards communities marginalized by underinvestment and overburdened by pollution. The CJEST shapefile provided on the tool's website was layered with the project area on ArcGIS. The result showed that 39 out of the total 76 tracts (51.3%) are disadvantaged. The results of using both tools showed that this project supports the Justice 40 Initiative.
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: Value capture mechanisms will be explored to determine their suitability to support the construction, operation and maintenance of future BRT/LRT service along the corridor.  Common value capture techniques, like impact fees, tax increment financing, special assessments, and joint development agreements will be studied to determine if they are appropriate financing strategies through this comprehensive planning process. The market conditions and land use regulatory framework needed to support value capture will be examined.
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: Strategies to increase mixed-income housing will be a major component of the study. The State of Rhode Island has a significant housing shortage. According to HousingWorks RI's latest Housing Factbook, the only two communities in the whole state, Central Falls and Providence, have reached the target of 10% of all housing stock to be deemed affordable. The implementation of the proposed BRT/LRT service presents an opportunity to unlock considerable mixed-income housing potential. Cumberland, Central Falls, Pawtucket, and Providence all either have mixed-income housing visions or plans in some areas along the corridor and see this comprehensive planning effort for the proposed BRT/LRT corridor to revise or expand upon them to ensure new multi-unit development contains a mix of market-rate and dedicated income-restricted affordable units in the same building or development. The planning effort would also allow them to better identify and expand TOD zoning on the corridor within their jurisdictions. This planning process will enable us to work with Cranston and Warwick on strengthening and identifying potential mixed-use development sites that can accommodate significant mixed-income, and are affordable to all. The planning project’s support for multi-family development in TOD areas will result in mixed-income housing at proposed stations that is affordable to a variety of incomes. The opportunity to strengthen the mixed-income requirements in TOD areas will be examined within the study’s regulatory framework assessment. The planning work will also support the preservation of existing mixed-income developments within the study area.
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: The community input process will be robust and guided by a public involvement plan (PIP) centered on listening to communities impacted by the proposed transit project. The focus of this process will be amplifying the perspectives of disadvantaged and underrepresented populations, and will also include engagement of residents, property owners, businesses, real estate development, neighborhood groups, and advocacy organizations. The process will include a combination of traditional, targeted, innovative, and online methods to elicit input from a diverse group of stakeholders. Traditional methods may include public meetings (including those held for adjacent processes such as comprehensive plan updates), stakeholder committees, and newsletters/email info-blasts. Targeted methods could include focus groups, review drafts, agenda items at community meetings, and office hours. Innovative techniques may include design charettes, pop-up events, and demonstration projects. Online methods would include ‘virtual public meetings’, an informative and accessible project website, and interactive tools or surveys. RIPTA will eagerly incorporate elements of FTA’s Promising Practices for Meaningful Public Involvement into the development of its final engagement strategy. The continuous public engagement through this planning process will give us many chances to educate people about TOD, including how it will occur over time and what its potential effects are. Creating opportunities for community education around this effort will support the generation of more specific and effective feedback from our stakeholders.It is our intention to place special focus on ensuring authentic community engagement, particularly from disadvantaged and underrepresented populations in the study corridor. There is a high prevalence of low income, and Spanish or Portuguese-speaking populations along long stretches of the potential service in Central Falls, Pawtucket and Providence. Reaching these communities will be prioritized due to historic underrepresentation. Outreach will be conducted through strategic partnerships with community-based organizations that are staffed by and serve Spanish and Portuguese-speaking populations. Materials, activities, and staffing will be multi-lingual and will actively encourage the participation of non-English speaking individuals. To address any barriers for low-technology households, public copies of surveys or other items for comment will be made available.The public involvement plan will include significant measures to include the perspectives of people with disabilities, a population that makes up a significant portion of RIPTA's ridership. Outreach activities will be thoughtfully designed to be accessible for people with a range of ability limitations. The PIP will include engagement with RIPTA's Accessible Transportation Advisory Committee whose active membership will be leveraged to gain insight on how to ensure the results of this planning effort serve and support people with disabilities. Project team members will attend ATAC meetings to educate membership about TOD, lead discussions about the Metro Connector Comprehensive TOD project, and listen to feedback and input from members. All engagement efforts will focus on educating the public about TOD, including how it will occur over time and what its potential effects are for specific neighborhoods. The PIP will leverage educational opportunities as a strategy to glean more specific and generative feedback from stakeholders.TOD (both standard and equitable) requires sufficient infrastructure to support. Special focus groups and meetings dedicated to route right-of-way, multimodality, utilities, etc. These conversations will involve all populations, RIDOT, Rhode Island Energy, Providence Water, and local DPWs.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: Affordable housing is a major element of our intended comprehensive TOD planning effort for the Cumberland/Central Falls to CCRI Warwick BRT/LRT corridor. At the onset of the project, an existing conditions assessment will be performed in which one component will involve identifying the availability of affordable housing units and the current trends in demand. Once this is known, we will combine this with key economic, sociodemographic, and affordable housing variables. Together we will establish income comparison at 30%, 50%, and 80% AMI in the corridor areas (and region at large) to identify gaps and needs by income levels. This information will prove vital as we work with our partners and external stakeholders on developing strategies for increasing affordable housing development. In conjunction with this, we will conduct a infrastructure assessment (including public utilities) to determine what necessary improvements are required and generate estimates for what infrastructure is required to support development and increased housing/economic development along the corridor.
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: The proposed Cumberland/Central Falls to CCRI Warwick BRT/LRT corridor traverses a diverse range of development from the dense urban neighborhoods of Central Falls, Pawtucket, and Providence in the north to traditional suburban strip-mall and single-family homes in Cranston and Warwick in the south. This corridor exhibits lower population density and lower average household income to adjoining areas along its length. The differences are particularly evident in: 1) Central Falls, 2) downtown and the Woodlawn neighborhood of Pawtucket, and 3) along North Main Street and the Upper South and Elmwood neighborhoods of Providence. The wealthiest neighborhoods are Providence's East Side or more well-off households of Garden City in Cranston. It is easy to see the shift in development patterns as one goes along the corridor. This comprehensive TOD planning effort for the corridor will provide community development strategies, infrastructure improvements, and envisioning transit-supportive land use changes that result in a better urban environment and development pattern that is healthier, sustainable, and can house all types of households, regardless of income. RIPTA will be engaging with public and private stakeholders throughout the project to establish an overarching vision and plan to implement.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityDevelopment: Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.



