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Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
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Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
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Congressional Districts (Project Location)
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Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
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Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
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Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
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Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
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Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
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Total:
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Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
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Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
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Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
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Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
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House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
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Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
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Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
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Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
1
Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s):
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
0
1
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsSponsorOfTransit: Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
	Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people): 
	Small Urbanized Area (50,000-199,999 people): 
	Rural (less than 50,000 people): 
	lbl_hidden_rbl_ProjectLocation: Project Location
	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The Southwest Ohio Regional Transit Authority (SORTA) provides the Greater Cincinnati region with fixed-route (Metro) bus service as well as demand-response para-transit (Access) service 365 days a year. Metro has 25 local and 22 express routes that transport individuals to places of employment, healthcare, education, recreation, social, and other places of need. There are three local routes that provide crosstown service targeting East-West movement through Hamilton County. There is also one local route that provides BRT-lite service on one of Cincinnati's major corridors servicing major economic centers such as Downtown, Cincinnati’s 2 largest Universities, the major Hospital centers, and the Kenwood Towne Centre shopping area. In addition, SORTA has two micro transit zones, called MetroNow, to address first and last mile problems. SORTA plans to expand this service in 2024.  Metro provided 13.5 million rides to the Greater Cincinnati region in 2019 and has a strategic objective to reach 20 million riders by 2025. Access to public transportation in Cincinnati improves the quality of life, thereby helping individuals move up the economic ladder and be able to live their lives without a personal vehicle or by relying on their vehicle less. SORTA also plans to dramatically improve service as a result of the Hamilton County transit sales tax levy passed in 2020, which should promote economic development within the region, facilitate multimodal connectivity and accessibility, support mixed use development (that includes affordable housing, and enable more transit oriented public/private partnerships.  Approximately 20% of downtown workers utilize public transportation reducing the need for additional parking as well as mitigating congestion. According to the region's Metropolitan Planning Organization, OKI, 21% of Greater Cincinnati's vehicle miles traveled are congested which is anticipated to worsen by 2040. Greater Cincinnati is also located in an EPA Non-Attainment Zone for NOx emissions, and converting car trips to transit trips directly reduces NOx and fine particulate matter pollution.  AREA SERVED:  SORTA is the main public transit provider for the Greater Cincinnati Region in Southwest Ohio including Hamilton County. SORTA’s main service area is Hamilton County with routes into nearby Clermont, Butler, and Warren counties. The Cincinnati Metropolitain Statistical Area (MSA), with 2.268 million people according to the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau estimates, is the largest MSA in the Ohio and the 27th largest in the nation. In addition to its main service area in Hamilton County and the City of Cincinnati, SORTA provides contract services in neighboring Butler, Clermont, and Warren counties to operate express service into Downtown Cincinnati for residents at suburban Park & Ride locations. OKI, the regional MPO estimates that between 2005 and 2040 the eight-county region will grow from 1.9 million to 2.4 million residents, a 26% increase which will demand more out of the region’s public transportation options. Metro's service area encompasses 32% minority and 17% low-income populations that fall under environmental justice criteria, and a limited English proficiency population of 2.75%. 
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	Project Title: (200 characters): SORTA Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) Framework
	lbl_hidden_txt_projectTitle: Project Title
	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The project funded from this grant will be a 2 step effort;  first is the creation of a TOD framework for small jurisdictions that identifies TOD goals and roles of the stakeholders as well as the aspects stipulated in Map-21: ENHANCED ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT by addressing the role of public and private investments and strategies in land-use productivity; MULTIMODAL CONNECTIVITY, enabling residents within SORTA’s service area to connect safely, equitable, reliably, and affordably to their destinations; ACCESSIBILITY & EQUITY by removing transportation related disparities to all populations in a project area; AFFORDABLE HOUSING through identification of needed zoning and policies; and identifying INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS associated with different locations and types of stations.The second step will be to apply the framework to a major station location within the planned Montgomery corridor in the Village of Silverton.
	lbl_hidden_txt_summaryOfReq: Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity)
	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: SORTA is currently enhancing four major transit corridors in the Greater Cincinnati region, with Phase 1 adding Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes along the Hamilton Avenue corridor and Reading Road corridor. Phase 2, starting roughly in 2027 will add BRT routes along the Glenway Avenue corridor and Montogomery Road corridor. The 4 BRTs are each roughly 12 miles with 5-7 stations. The TOD Framework project will create a matrix for evaluating smaller jurisdiction TOD sites along the BRT corridor, including the Silverton site, which is the main station location for the Village of Silverton, which is along the Montogomery Road Transit Corridor, which features high-frequency bus routes. The Montogomery Road transit corridor is roughly 12 minutes, originating in downtown Cincinnati, an area of high employment and cultural significance. and ending near the Kenwood Mall, a well-known and busy shopping center.
	lbl_hidden_txt_transitProject: Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: SORTA’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) is a Small Starts multi-year, multi-phase system-wide improvement project that will promote transit as the ride of choice in the region. The TOD framework funded by this grant will provide SORTA and its partners with a tool to confirm roles and strategies when evaluating potential TOD sites along the four most traveled transit corridors. SORTA has used stakeholder feedback to develop a phased development plan with the first two locally preferred alternatives being dedicated BRT service on Hamilton Avenue and Reading Road and designating Montogomery road and Glenway Avenue as enhancement corridors ready for future BRT.SORTA is designating a corridor as an “enhancement corridor” if it has 24 hour service, 7 days a week, and a peak frequency of 20 minutes. The first 2 of these BRT corridors are currently being submitted for CIG funding for consideration in the 2025 presidential budget.  SORTA’s TOD Framework project will be used on transit stations along each of the 4 planned BRT corridors within SORTA’s region. As a pilot project, the developed framework from this grant will be applied to TOD implementation on one significant transit station planned within the Village of Silverton. Note that while this TOD planning framework will be applied to stations within smaller jurisdictions along SORTA’s corridors, the City of Cincinnati (the largest jurisdiction within SORTA’s region) is partnering with SORTA on a TOD application to be used on transit stations within their boundaries. The City of Cincinnati has programs and zoning to address development, housing, and equity, that may not be present within smaller jurisdictions. This project will provide an established strategy to study TOD within these jurisdictions.  
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectInCIG: If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: SORTA is currently enhancing four major transit corridors in the Greater Cincinnati region, with Phase 1 adding Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) routes along the Hamilton Avenue corridor and Reading Road corridor. Phase 2, starting roughly in 2027 will add BRT routes along the Glenway Avenue corridor and Montogomery Road corridor. In 2023, SORTA’s riders voted for their locally preferred routes for the first phase of the BRT corridor enhancements, ultimately deciding for Hamilton Avenue and Reading Road. During the first phase of the BRT implementation, Montogomery Road and Glenway Avenue will also receive enhanced fixed-route transit service.  Thus, SORTA’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) Corridor Enhancement project is a multi-year, multi-faceted project that targets four different transit corridors in the Greater Cincinnati region to expand service through dedicated bus lanes, center stations, and traffic signal priority changes. In addition, SORTA’s BRT corridors will involve a substantial investment in a single route in an average defined corridor length of 10 miles, an anticipated 12 defined stations, and short headway bidirectional services for a substantial part of weekdays and weekend days. The bulk of the planned BRT system is anticipated to run between 5:00am to 1:00am each day of the week with an average headway of 15 minutes during weekday hours and 20 minutes during the weekend. The potential Hamilton Avenue BRT project will operate in a dedicated center-running lanes (22%), curbside Business Access – Transit (BAT) lanes (61%), and in mixed traffic (17%) while the Reading Road BRT project will operate in dedicated center-running lanes (9%), curbside Business Access – Transit (BAT) lanes (64%), and in mixed traffic (27%). SORTA expects similar operations on the future Montgomery Road BRT. Signal priority technology will be used with traffic lights to support faster, more efficient trip times. All 4 BRT corridors will also represent a substantial investment in a single route in a defined corridor or subarea. The first 2 corridors will total about a $300 million investment. At this point in time we estimate that the 3rd and 4th corridors will have an investment close to $300 million also (in current dollars).   As stated earlier, once a TOD smaller jurisdiction framework is created overall, it will be applied to a potential TOD development site at the major transit station along the Montgomery Road corridor within the Village of Silverton. The Montogomery Road transit corridor is roughly 12 minutes, originating downtown Cincinnati, an area of high employment and cultural significance and ending near the Kenwood Mall, a well-known and busy shopping center in Kenwood, Ohio. While the details are still being worked out, a BRT route on Montogomery Road would have roughly the same number of stations as the Hamilton Avenue transit corridor, projected at 15 stations. SORTA expects to start revenue service on the Reading Road BRT corridor in 2027, Hamilton Avenue BRT corridor in 2028, Glenway Avenue BRT Corridor in 2031, Montogomery Road BRT would roughly open in 2032.
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: SORTA’s TOD Framework project is a critical step to advance approachable housing options in the Greater Cincinnati Region through TOD implementation. By developing a method to evaluate potential TOD sites along the planned BRT corridors, SORTA will showcase how transit, housing, and private enterprise all need to work together to bring housing burdens down. SORTA is in the process of enhancing four transit corridors, notable with bus rapid transit (BRT) enhancements along the Hamilton Avenue and Reading Road corridors, with two other corridors, Glenway and Montgomery, receiving expanded service with planned BRT enhancements. For example, the Silverton site location is directly along the Montgomery future BRT route and is a prime location for TOD due to its proximity to jobs, facilities, and education, SORTA will use the TOD framework to evaluate expected TOD benefits. Project success will be a completed framework that will advance SORTA’s expertise in how to assemble, structure and develop a public/private partnership during a TOD project.JUSTIFICATION:This project is a justified use of federal funds as the effective development of a TOD framework, and the application of to a known station location within a small jurisdiction may lead to reduced burdens on a community that has higher than average housing, transportation, and living costs than its surrounding areas. A comprehensive TOD framework is a critical aspect of building high-quality, affordable, and thought-out housing along transit corridors while keeping externalities on at-risk communities low. This project will lay the groundwork for SORTA to effectively encourage the increase of housing supply, particularly location-efficient affordable housing, through engaging local stakeholders including the land-use and zoning authorities.TRANSIT CORRIDOR BENEFIT:In June 2024, the city of Cincinnati passed Connected Communities, which expanded zoning to allow for high density developments, mainly along transit corridors including all four planned BRT routes. SORTA’s TOD Framework will bring a comprehensive system to establishing roles on the local jurisdiction, transit provider, and developer to streamline the process of design, land-use, zoning, financing, and construction of TOD sites along the corridors. The benefit to the transit corridors is an efficient series of criteria for evaluating sites for potential TOD. As 1/4th of the planned BRT corridors will be outside of the City of Cincinnati’s jurisdiction, the TOD framework will provide benefits to these smaller cities and townships to explore TOD opportunities but do not have evaluation strategies in place. For example, the Silverton site location sits directly on Montgomery Road and the existing facility/land is owned by SORTA but is outside of the Cincinnati boundary. This project will create a pathway for SORTA and partners to evaluate its potential TOD success.ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE:According to the ETC explorer, 42% of SORTA’s main service area (Hamilton County, Ohio), is in the 72% percentile for environmental burdens and 65% for health vulnerable. Within the environmental burden, the population is in the 74% percentile for pre-1980s housing, potentially due to the severe lack of new affordable housing options. The TOD Framework is an opportunity to evaluate pathways to expand denser, potentially affordable, housing, and thus provide protection for the people that are disproportionally affected by the lack of affordable housing.SITE SPECIFIC:Silverton faces transportation burdens (72% percentile), housing cost burdens (93%) and the anticipated changes in extreme weather (84%). TOD within Silverton will bring life’s necessities closer to low-income households and develop transit options to reach healthcare, schooling, groceries, and destinations that are currently just outside a reasonable commuting distance. According to the ETC tool, there are no grocery store  within a 15-minute walk of the site.
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: COMPREHENSIVE:The provided work plan and schedule contains sufficient detail, identifies steps needed to implement the work proposed, and is achievable. The project funded through an award from this grant will fund a deliverable that will cover, at least, the following items: - The development of a TOD site readiness matrix that will use quantitative and qualitative analysis of location conditions including market strength, government support, development opportunity, and existing and planned transit service;- The creation of standard criteria for TOD typology that is grounded in existing conditions such as zoning, ridership, planned service expansion plans, and conservations with local stakeholders;- A declaration of standard roles and commitments between partners including financial commitment, land-use authority, transit service, and development responsibilities;- Site specific recommendations that include suggestions on opportunities for integrated land-use, locally driven land use and zoning reform, location-efficient affordable housing, and economic development in an underserved area.The work plan will include:* Procurement Stage- Finding Consultant with expertise in planning and building of TOD and the related framework* Analysis Stage- Series of discussions with pair agencies and cities with TOD- Analysis of trends and research in global examples of successful BRT TOD sites- Analysis of trends and research within Greater Cincinnati- Community input and analysis* Deliverables- Creation of a draft TOD framework for comment from stakeholders & largely affected communities- Creation of the final of TOD framework which can be used to evaluate potential TOD sites region-wide- Acceptance of TOD framework by SORTA’s Board- Application of TOD framework for stations site planned BRT corridorsThe TOD Framework created from this funding will be applicable to all TOD sites within the smaller jurisdictions along all four planned BRT corridors. It is a comprehensive approach to creating a standard set of criteria for evaluating TOD opportunities. Note that SORTA is partnering with the City of Cincinnati to create a TOD framework for the corridors that lie within the City of Cincinnati boundaries.SORTA does not expect any impediments during the creation of the TOD Framework. What is likely is a healthy discussion with TOD stakeholders in the region regarding the goals of the TOD development and the roles of the parties in the planning and implementation of the TOD project.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTON This TOD planning project will maintain close partnerships with the private sector and local jurisdiction to ensure the work is spread equitably across disciplines and levels of expertise. As the public transit provider SORTA will have the most current and accessible data regarding current and future ridership. The Village of Silverton, the local jurisdiction, will have authority of governance and zoning regulations. The potential Silverton TOD is located within a planned BRT corridor, roughly 8 miles from the start and roughly 3 miles from the end. The TOD Framework project will evaluate the site and existing conditions to project level of TOD success.The major impediment in the Silverton project is the exclusionary zoning code as the site is currently zoned as C-1 Neighborhood Commercial and the code will need to be changed to allow for mixed-use development. The TOD framework will incorporate suggestions for local jurisdictions to understand the change in the zoning code.Development Partners: Developer in Greater Cincinnati, Private partner/developer chosen by partners, Responsible for 100% of fina
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	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): In a scalable budget, SORTA and partners would need to reduce the scope of the study from $320,000 to $160,000 (a total budget reduction of 50%). In specific, SORTA will need to scale back the level of analysis including the reach, depth, and time spent on research, community engagement, and data analysis. Due to a reduction in funds, the overall quality of the study will be less comprehensive than if the full funding request was awarded.When developing the framework upfront, we would scale back more specifically by limiting the number of stations we research regarding the surrounding land use, ownership, jurisdictional policies that would apply to any development. The community engagement would likely be limited to the communities in which the chosen stations are located. If we are careful, the limited research could still be applicable to the whole, however, the results are less certain. the upfront community buy-in would be smaller as well.  However, partial funding would certainly be better than no funding.
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: The EPA designated the Cincinnati area as non-attainment zone for the 2015 ozone National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) in 2018, 2019, 2020, and 2021. Greater Cincinnati is also located in an EPA Non-Attainment Zone for NOx emissions, and converting car trips to transit trips directly reduces NOx and fine particulate matter pollution. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: COMPREHENSIVE: TOD FRAMEWORKAccording to the ETC explorer, 42% of SORTA’s main service area (Hamilton County, Ohio), is in the 72% percentile for environmental burdens and 65% for health vulnerable. Within the environmental burden, the population is in the 74% percentile for pre-1980s housing, potentially due to the severe lack of new affordable housing options. The TOD Framework that will be produced by this project is a perfect opportunity to expand denser housing, potentially more affordable housing, and thus potentially provide protection for the people that are disproportionately affected by the growing lack of affordable housing. Having a TOD framework that includes healthy transit options, walkability to needed services will also positively affect the movement of climate change. With roughly 290,000 households having 2 or more cars, SORTA is working to provide opportunities for the 100,000+ households that have less than 2 cars to reduce their carbon footprint through TOD living arrangements. The long-term effects of TOD will be a cornerstone of the TOD Framework as SORTA must also understand the negative effects on the communities in which the project may produce. The anticipated benefits from this project are the dedicated avenues that SORTA and partners will have to provide qualities data to the evaluation of development sites including consideration of how to keep the housing affordable, availability, and fair for residents in the facility.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTONThe Village of Silverton is listed as disadvantaged by the US DOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer in the following Environmental Burdens:  - Ozone Level – 97% percentile  - PM 2.5 Level – 94% percentile  - Diesel PM Level – 90% percentile- Air Toxics Cancer Risk – 90% percentile- Hazardous Sites Proximity – 87% percentile- Railway Proximity – 84% percentile- Pre-1980s Housing – 82% percentileIn addition to Environmental Justice, the Village faces transportation burdens (72%), housing cost burdens (93%), and the anticipated changes in extreme weather (84%). In the Village of Silverton, the population of roughly 4,800 residents is 55% Black, 37% White Not Hispanic, and the remaining being two or more races, native, Asian, or other race. SORTA's Silverton TOD Pilot project is suitable for this area because transit, housing, and environmental justice are all sides of the same equity triangle. To provide equity housing requires an understanding of how transit functions.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE:SORTA’s TOD Framework project will advance opportunities to curb the long-term externalities of climate change and bolster community vulnerabilities. With the greater Cincinnati region expected to experience increasingly intense weather partners due to climate change, it will be critical for new developments to be multi-use including options to work, play, and live all in the same area. As 57% of us transportation emissions stem from light-duty vehicles, bringing notable and significant change in the transportation sector will take forward-thinking and strategies that bring multiple sectors into one project. With roughly 290,000 households having 2 or more cars, SORTA is working to provide opportunities for the 100,000+ households that have less than 2 cars to reduce their carbon footprint through TOD living arrangements. As a single person who switches from a 20-mile commuting alone by car to existing public transportation, can reduce their annual CO2 emissions by 20 pounds per day, or more than 48,000 pounds in a year. That is equal to 10% reduction in all greenhouse gases produced by a typical two-adult, two-car household. TOD sites are a prime example of how developers and citizens can work together to provide a safe area from the effects of climate change.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTONTransit-Oriented Development (TOD) can bring significant environmental benefits to the Village of Silverton and along the planned BRT corridor. By focusing on compact, mixed-use developments near transit stations, TOD can reduce the need for private car use and grant better options for public transit ridership. During the project, SORTA and partners will study previously developed transit-oriented developments to compare with non-transit-oriented developments to understand the expected change in a full-scale Silverton TOD.Currently the Village of Silverton has a car ownership rate of 50%, an annual transit ridership of 64,050 trips in 2022 according to SORTA ridership data and has expressed a local desire to create more public transit opportunities throughout the village region. This development will lead to a decrease in greenhouse gas emissions, as public transit produces fewer emissions per passenger mile than single-use private vehicles. Residents in Silverton do not have a grocery store within walking distance SORTA will use the framework to study the opportunity to build a small-scale grocery store within the TOD.TOD also promotes more energy-efficient land use. Traditional suburban development patterns can result in significant amounts of energy being used for heating, cooling, and maintaining detached homes. In contrast, the compact, multi-unit buildings common in TOD can be more energy efficient. By curbing the need for additional space for single family homes, SORTA’s Silverton TOD project will preserve green space and limit urban sprawl by focusing development in existing urban areas. This development strategy helps to protect biodiversity and maintain the native ecological health of the region. The Village of Silverton has multiple parks within its boundaries and curbing the sprawl required for housing will confirm the importance of these parks. Transit-oriented development is an opportunity to plan and promote walking and cycling as viable means of transportation.
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: COMPREHENSIVE:The TOD framework, by its nature, will be geared towards those who ride transit, improving their quality of life by promoting affordable housing and linking residents more efficiently and effectively to their destinations. The Cincinnati Metropolitain Statistical Area (MSA), with 2.268 million people according to the 2022 U.S. Census Bureau estimates, is the largest MSA in the Ohio and the 27th largest in the nation. In addition to its main service area in Hamilton County and the City of Cincinnati, SORTA provides contract services in neighboring Butler, Clermont, and Warren counties to operate express service into Downtown Cincinnati for residents at suburban Park & Ride locations. OKI, the regional MPO, estimates that between 2005 and 2040 the eight-county region will grow from 1.9 million to 2.4 million residents, a 26% increase which will demand more out of the region’s public transportation options. Metro's service area encompasses 32% minority and 17% low-income populations that fall under environmental justice criteria, and a limited English proficiency population of 2.75%. This disadvantaged population could then have their quality of life directly affected by the goals set out for the TOD framework.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTONThe Village of Silverton faces transportation burdens (72%), housing cost burdens (93%), and the anticipated changes in extreme weather (84%). The population of roughly 4,800 residents is 55% Black, 37% White Not Hispanic, and the remaining being two or more races, native, Asian, or other race (2020 US Census). The TOD Framework will be used at the proposed Silverton Property to evaluate how a TOD site may address racial equity within the housing market. The style of TOD that SORTA expects out of the Silverton site includes a mix of housing types, including affordable housing units and market rate. This strategy of having affordable mixed with market rate housing creates opportunities for homeownership to be more accessible to lower-income individuals and families, who are disproportionately represented among racial and ethnic minorities in the Village.The TOD Framework will also study the long-term effects that a TOD can contribute to neighborhood revitalization, which may result in increased property values and wealth creation for homeowners over time. This can be particularly beneficial for minority homeowners, who have historically been excluded from many wealth-building opportunities.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: COMPREHENSIVE:SORTA’s TOD Framework project will study the long-term effects of creating TOD by comparing previously developed non-TOD with TOD sites and how homelessness rates have changed before and after. After the newly passed Connected Communities zoning change by the City of Cincinnati, SORTA needs to develop a TOD strategy for the smaller jurisdictions that may benefit from the development spurred by the relaxing of exclusionary zoning in Connected Communities. Homelessness is a multifaceted problem that does not have a silver bullet, so it takes multiple agencies and private companies working together to remedy the short- and long-term effects of housing, transportation, and access. The TOD Framework will look beyond the traditional metrics of affordable housing and consider how the zoning code in the smaller jurisdictions has denied opportunities for redevelopment of TOD sites along major transportation corridors.By expanding options to reduce overall household costs by living in an area without the need for a private vehicle, the residents could potentially reduce the current 20% they spent on transportation costs. Homelessness and housing/transportation cost burdens are two sides of the same coin, and reducing costs overall will directly influence homelessness rates in the Village of Silverton. One of the inputs to the TOD goals and framework is to better understand the long-term benefits of mixed-use, varied-income housing opportunities that cut down on the need to also own a vehicle due to the proximity to an on-site transit center. This will directly influence homelessness or housing cost burdens.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTONSORTA and local partners will use the TOD Framework built to engage with the local leaders, private companies, and community to look beyond the traditional metrics of housing. When designing TOD sites, a myriad of problems needs to be addressed including the current zoning code, political appetite, local interest, and long-term economic effects of bringing additional development to the area. Applying this framework to a TOD plan for the Village of Silverton, which only has 50% home ownership, will be providing ways to reduce housing and transportation cost burdens and increase access to employment through the expanded transit options to follow. With 16.7% of the population designated as in poverty and the census tract, according to the CEJST, in the 76th percentile for housing costs, having the TOD framework will expand the options the community has to bring additional housing to Silverton, hopefully reducing rates of homelessness in the surrounding areas.
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: COMPREHENSIVE:The TOD Framework is a dedicated attempt to bring the intersection of housing, transit, and affordability towards smaller jurisdictions that may not have the same opportunities as a larger city like Cincinnati.  SITE SPECIFIC: SilvertonBy using the Justice40’s Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool and the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community Explorer Tool, SORTA’s TOD framework can  focus TOD directed resources on those who have been traditional underserved and underfunded by programs. Census Tract 39061023800 is designated as disadvantaged.Silverton is listed as disadvantaged by the USDOT ETCT tool in the following burdens: - Ozone Level – 97% percentile- PM 2.5 Level – 94% percentile- Diesel PM Level – 90% percentile - Air Toxics Cancer Risk – 90% percentile- Hazardous Sites Proximity – 87% percentile - Railway Proximity – 84% percentile Transportation burdens (72%), housing cost burdens (93%), and the anticipated changes in extreme weather (84%)
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: This applicant used the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer Tool Justice 40 tool by selecting the census tract 39061023800 as the specific site location. The general service area was used (Hamilton County) was used for comprehensive data. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): Census Block 39061023800
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 63050
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 42
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: Used ETC.
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE:SORTA’s TOD Framework project will include value capture elements by requiring each TOD site to fit specific criteria including current market rents, projected market rents after completion, existing housing supply, projected transportation costs for the community after completion, and several other measurements. The entire process of TOD will be a value capture opportunity as SORTA will joint development with local governments and private partners. Value capture optimizes the benefits for both the public and private sectors. This will require close coordination to ensure that the transit investments are designed to maximize value creation and that the value capture strategies recoup enough funding for transit without creating disincentives for development. The TOD Framework will develop a standardize approach to help SORTA and partners create TOD. As stated by the FTA, transit projects likely to create the biggest values include: - Convenient and reliable transit service, with good regional connections to other transportation modes - Transit-supportive surrounding land use with adequate jobs, housing units, shops and schools accessible by transit - Strong political/stakeholder support for transit and transit-oriented land use - Appropriate local zoning laws, urban design standards and parking rules - Robust regional and national economy to enable development SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTON The Silverton TOD Pilot project will study the value capture opportunities by comparing previously developed TOD sites and their long-term effects. FTA states "studies have found that transit projects increase nearby property values by 30 to 40 percent, and as much as 150 percent where conditions are ideal. Transit projects likely to create the biggest values include:  - Convenient and reliable transit service, with good regional connections to other transportation modes  - Transit-supportive surrounding land use with adequate jobs, housing units, shops and schools accessible by transit  - Strong political/stakeholder support for transit and transit-oriented land use  - Appropriate local zoning laws, urban design standards and parking rules  - Robust regional and national economy to enable development  Done well, value capture optimizes the benefits for both the public and private sectors. This requires close coordination to ensure that the transit investments are designed to maximize value creation and that the value capture strategies recoup enough funding for transit without creating disincentives for development. Most value capture strategies are local matters. States establish the legal and regulatory framework for revenue/financing strategies, and cities and counties hold the land use implementing authority over revenue/taxing, business districts, and zoning, etc. Land owners determine the use of their land. Transit agencies, like any other land owner, must work with local governments to establish value capture strategies that use property and sales taxes, or development impact fees" (FTA. Value Capture. Nov 3, 2020).
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE:The comprehensive TOD framework for smaller jurisdictions that would be created with funding from this grant will inevitably address mixed income housing that includes affordable housing. By incorporating aspects such as market rents, current built infrastructure, and average housing prices, the TOD Framework, This TOD framework effort would be for smaller jurisdictions that are outside of the City of Cincinnati who just passed a “Connected Communities” ordinance that promotes affordable housing through zoning modifications. Principles from the work of the City of Cincinnati will be studied for use in smaller jurisdictions through the TOD framework.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTONWhile SORTA has recognized the need for an overall TOD framework, with identified goals and identified roles of the stakeholders, which will then be applied to the Silverton station site, there have been meetings to discuss the potential for affordable housing at this site ahead of creating a framework. This is due to the immediate need for this type of development, which includes land owned currently by SORTA. In these discussions, SORTA & partners for this TOD effort are planning to build a mixed-income housing development with possible transit on the first floor. The mix of income housing units for this project is a result of negotiations with the Village of Silverton (who is focused on mixed income rather than high end to better serve the existing community) and Penrose, who put together a mix that is affordable to build while meeting the needs of the community for the inclusion of affordable units within the housing. The TOD plan that this grant would fund would further this concept by identifying financial parameters to make the project implementable while meeting the housing needs of the community.  A TOD project will utilize the innovative approach of TOD to bring communities together in a high-quality, mixed-income, mixed rate housing development that focuses on how people interact with transportation. By shifting the opportunities for a resident that primarily uses their private vehicle for transportation, to now having an effective public transportation option or even walking directly to the ground floor of their building is critical to expand their accessibility to others. By removing individuals from private vehicles, the Silverton project will have the chance to plan a development that blurs the lines between different incomes and allows them to see each other during their day-to-day lives. The private vehicle is an insular mode of transit, it removes negative externalities from the operator’s day, but places those effects on the community around them.
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE: SORTA maintains a strong approach to gaining input from potentially affected communities including using US DOT’s Promising Practices for Meaningful Public Involvement in Transportation Decision-Making framework as a guide to address critical gaps in public involvement. On site location projects, SORTA will expect and confirm that the private sector and local jurisdiction provide intentional, dynamic processes that continue throughout all stages of project development. For example, once the TOD framework is completed, SORTA plans to focus on the following features of meaningful public involvement:  - Understanding the demographics of the affected community;- Building durable relationships with diverse community members outside of the project lifecycle; to understand their transportation wants and needs;- Proactively involving a broad representation of the community in the planning and project lifecycle;- Using engagement techniques preferred by, and responsive to the needs of, the Silverton and nearby communities, including techniques that reach the historically underserved.SORTA has used community engagement techniques including tabling, on site discussions, social media outreach, lunch meetings, community town halls, elected official walkarounds, virtual questions and answer sessions, and many other strategies to bring those into the project. SORTA will continue to look for additional ways to elevate marginalized voices into the discussion.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE: Currently, SORTA does not have any standard policy or strategy for TOD site evaluation, but the recent passage of the City of Cincinnati’s Connected Communities zoning change and relaxation of exclusionary zoning has prompted a dedicated approach on how to evaluate the sites along the planned BRT routes for potential TOD success. The TOD Framework project is an attempt to bring the whole process together that will consider existing conditions including current rents, land-use authority, prevailing wages, and although the different jurisdictions may have different specific affordable housing plans or policies, the TOD planning framework created with the proceeds from this grant would address inclusion of these policies in each jurisdiction. There are ways to ease the burden of housing costs and transportation costs by providing housing options that directly plan for public transit as a main factor in resident’s daily decision-making. The TOD planning framework for smaller jurisdictions created as the first part of this TOD planning project will indeed be applied to the Silverton transit station site, It is apparent to SORTA that through the guidance of the TOD framework, or work specific to the Silverton site, the framework will study the long-term implications of a high-quality, high-density, mixed-income, mixed-rate housing development that focuses on public transit as a main option for transportation. One of the key elements of this project is the process of creating affordable housing and how a successful TOD feasibility study will benefit the surrounding areas. The planning work will directly work with the community to understand how additional housing units will decrease housing cost burdens that many of the residents in the Village deal with.SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTON:Currently the Village of Silverton does not have any standard policy for TOD site evaluation which is the foundation of SORTA’s TOD Framework project. Although the City of Cincinnati has recently passed Connected Communities, a city-wide change in zoning code, jurisdictions outside of the city boundaries are unable to benefit from the reduction in exclusionary zoning. The TOD Framework will produce site specific strategies to allow for the implementation of mixed-use, high density, and hopefully affordable housing options. SORTA wants to provide a standard strategy for smaller jurisdictions and municipalities to evaluate, discuss, and plan for TOD sites throughout their area, specifically along SORTA’s planned BRT corridors.
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: COMPREHENSIVE: The TOD Framework that will be created through this funding supports planning activities in the urbanized region by providing a set of measurements and values to evaluate the projected benefits from a TOD site. Currently, there is not a citywide, agency-wide, or countrywide program to bolster the community development patterns necessary for TOD to thrive. Cincinnati has a variety of agencies that work in the community development sector including the very successful 3CDC, The Port, and University of Cincinnati partnership program. SORTA may bring those partners into the TOD to gain expertise in community development strategies associated with this project’s TOD framework. A major impediment that can cause disruptions in development is a disjointed or patchwork strategy towards solving problems such as housing unaffordability, poor transportation options, and lack of marginalized voices. SORTA’s TOD Framework will guide the development by establishing the roles for each stakeholder including developer, local jurisdiction, SORTA, and land authority. The TOD Framework will create a pathway towards community-focused development with local stakeholders having a tool to use when evaluating potential development sites.   SITE SPECIFIC: SILVERTON The example Silverton project will support planning activities in an area that has a lower-than-average household income levels compared to adjoining neighborhoods as Pleasant Ridge, Madeira, and Madisonville by working to establish the first transit-oriented development in the area. The Village of Silverton is well-located to create a high-quality TOD site due to its proximity to employment centers like Kenwood Towne Mall (1.6-mile walk from site location) and easy access to downtown (15-minute drive from site location). The creation of a mixed-use housing development would dramatically expand the reach of Silverton residents and will bring a constant base of tax revenue for the Village.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityDevelopment: Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.



