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Applicant and Proposal Profile
Applicant and Proposal Profile
Section I. Applicant Information
Section I. Applicant Information
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is this a resubmission due to an invalid/error message from FTA?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
Project Location:
Project Location:
Project Location:
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional Districts (Project Location)
Congressional District
Section II. Project Information
Section II. Project Information
(descriptive title of this project)
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
Section III.  Evaluation Criteria
*** Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.***
Address each of the evaluation criteria as described in the Notice of Funding Opportunity.
Demonstrated Need
Demonstrated Need
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Strength of the Work Plan, Schedule and Process
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Project Proposed Milestones (Timeline)
Timeline Item Description
Timeline Item Date
Partnership Provision
Partnership Provision
Funding Commitments
Funding Commitments
Project Budget
Project Budget
Description
QTY
Federal TOD Amount
TOD Match Amount
Total Cost
Other Federal Funds
Other Funds
Total:
Project Scalability
Project Scalability
Is the project scope scalable?
Is the project scope scalable?
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Section IV. Additional Considerations (NOFO Section E.2)
Nonattainment Area
Nonattainment Area
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a  nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality  Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Environmental Justice Populations
Environmental Justice Populations
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
Climate Change
Climate Change
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Racial Equity/Barriers to Opportunity
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity  (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
House America
House America
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
Justice40
Justice40
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Population Impacted
Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count
%
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Climate & Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
Was this estimate generated using the Justice40 online mapping tool?
Value Capture
Value Capture
Mixed-Income
Mixed-Income
Community Input
Community Input
Affordable Housing
Affordable Housing
Community Development
Community Development
9.0.0.2.20120627.2.874785
1
1
Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people)
Description of Service Provided and Areas Served:
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-015
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-034
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-015
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
AK-001
AL-All
AL-001
AL-002
AL-003
AL-004
AL-005
AL-006
AL-007
AR-All
AR-001
AR-002
AR-003
AR-004
AS-001
AZ-All
AZ-001
AZ-002
AZ-003
AZ-004
AZ-005
AZ-006
AZ-007
AZ-008
AZ-009
CA-All
CA-001
CA-002
CA-003
CA-004
CA-005
CA-006
CA-007
CA-008
CA-009
CA-010
CA-011
CA-012
CA-013
CA-014
CA-015
CA-016
CA-017
CA-018
CA-019
CA-020
CA-021
CA-022
CA-023
CA-024
CA-025
CA-026
CA-027
CA-028
CA-029
CA-030
CA-031
CA-032
CA-033
CA-034
CA-035
CA-036
CA-037
CA-038
CA-039
CA-040
CA-041
CA-042
CA-043
CA-044
CA-045
CA-046
CA-047
CA-048
CA-049
CA-050
CA-051
CA-052
CO-All
CO-001
CO-002
CO-003
CO-004
CO-005
CO-006
CO-007
CO-008
CT-All
CT-001
CT-002
CT-003
CT-004
CT-005
DC-001
DE-001
FL-All
FL-001
FL-002
FL-003
FL-004
FL-005
FL-006
FL-007
FL-008
FL-009
FL-010
FL-011
FL-012
FL-013
FL-014
FL-015
FL-016
FL-017
FL-018
FL-019
FL-020
FL-021
FL-022
FL-023
FL-024
FL-025
FL-026
FL-027
FL-028
GA-All
GA-001
GA-002
GA-003
GA-004
GA-005
GA-006
GA-007
GA-008
GA-009
GA-010
GA-011
GA-012
GA-013
GA-014
GU-001
HI-All
HI-001
HI-002
IA-All
IA-001
IA-002
IA-003
IA-004
ID-All
ID-001
ID-002
IL-All
IL-001
IL-002
IL-003
IL-004
IL-005
IL-006
IL-007
IL-008
IL-009
IL-010
IL-011
IL-012
IL-013
IL-014
IL-015
IL-016
IL-017
IN-All
IN-001
IN-002
IN-003
IN-004
IN-005
IN-006
IN-007
IN-008
IN-009
KS-All
KS-001
KS-002
KS-003
KS-004
KY-All
KY-001
KY-002
KY-003
KY-004
KY-005
KY-006
LA-All
LA-001
LA-002
LA-003
LA-004
LA-005
LA-006
MA-All
MA-001
MA-002
MA-003
MA-004
MA-005
MA-006
MA-007
MA-008
MA-009
MD-All
MD-001
MD-002
MD-003
MD-004
MD-005
MD-006
MD-007
MD-008
ME-All
ME-001
ME-002
MI-All
MI-001
MI-002
MI-003
MI-004
MI-005
MI-006
MI-007
MI-008
MI-009
MI-010
MI-011
MI-012
MI-013
MN-All
MN-001
MN-002
MN-003
MN-004
MN-005
MN-006
MN-007
MN-008
MO-All
MO-001
MO-002
MO-003
MO-004
MO-005
MO-006
MO-007
MO-008
MP-001
MS-All
MS-001
MS-002
MS-003
MS-004
MT-001
MT-002
NC-All
NC-001
NC-002
NC-003
NC-004
NC-005
NC-006
NC-007
NC-008
NC-009
NC-010
NC-011
NC-012
NC-013
NC-014
ND-001
NE-All
NE-001
NE-002
NE-003
NH-All
NH-001
NH-002
NJ-All
NJ-001
NJ-002
NJ-003
NJ-004
NJ-005
NJ-006
NJ-007
NJ-008
NJ-009
NJ-010
NJ-011
NJ-012
NM-All
NM-001
NM-002
NM-003
NV-All
NV-001
NV-002
NV-003
NV-004
NY-All
NY-001
NY-002
NY-003
NY-004
NY-005
NY-006
NY-007
NY-008
NY-009
NY-010
NY-011
NY-012
NY-013
NY-014
NY-015
NY-016
NY-017
NY-018
NY-019
NY-020
NY-021
NY-022
NY-023
NY-024
NY-025
NY-026
OH-All
OH-001
OH-002
OH-003
OH-004
OH-005
OH-006
OH-007
OH-008
OH-009
OH-010
OH-011
OH-012
OH-013
OH-014
OH-015
OK-All
OK-001
OK-002
OK-003
OK-004
OK-005
OR-All
OR-001
OR-002
OR-003
OR-004
OR-005
OR-006
PA-All
PA-001
PA-002
PA-003
PA-004
PA-005
PA-006
PA-007
PA-008
PA-009
PA-010
PA-011
PA-012
PA-013
PA-014
PA-015
PA-016
PA-017
PR-001
RI-All
RI-001
RI-002
SC-All
SC-001
SC-002
SC-003
SC-004
SC-005
SC-006
SC-007
SD-001
TN-All
TN-001
TN-002
TN-003
TN-004
TN-005
TN-006
TN-007
TN-008
TN-009
TX-All
TX-001
TX-002
TX-003
TX-004
TX-005
TX-006
TX-007
TX-008
TX-009
TX-010
TX-011
TX-012
TX-013
TX-014
TX-016
TX-017
TX-018
TX-019
TX-020
TX-021
TX-022
TX-023
TX-024
TX-025
TX-026
TX-027
TX-028
TX-029
TX-030
TX-031
TX-032
TX-033
TX-035
TX-036
TX-037
TX-038
UT-All
UT-001
UT-002
UT-003
UT-004
VA-All
VA-001
VA-002
VA-003
VA-004
VA-005
VA-006
VA-007
VA-008
VA-009
VA-010
VA-011
VI-001
VT-001
WA-All
WA-001
WA-002
WA-003
WA-004
WA-005
WA-006
WA-007
WA-008
WA-009
WA-010
WI-All
WI-001
WI-002
WI-003
WI-004
WI-005
WI-006
WI-007
WI-008
WV-All
WV-001
WV-002
WY-001
Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity):
Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
1
If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable): 
If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable):
Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work:
Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds:
1
Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above.
0
1
Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households:
For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance.
1
If yes, please describe:
1
If yes, please describe:
1
Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2):
Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2):
1
0
If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements.
Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project.
Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work.
Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.
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	lbl_hidden_txt_orgLegalName: Organization Legal Name
	FTA Recipient ID Number: (30 characters): 1868 - LOWER RIO GRANDE VALLEY
	lbl_hidden_txt_ftaRecipientIdNumber: FTA Recipient ID Number
	Organization CEO: (200 characters): Manuel Cruz 
	lbl_hidden_txt_orgCEO: Organization CEO
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsSponsorOfTransit: Is the applicant either the sponsor of this transit project or an entity with land use authority in the transit project corridor (or both)?
	Large Urbanized Area (200,000+ people): 
	Small Urbanized Area (50,000-199,999 people): 
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	lbl_hidden_rbl_ProjectLocation: Project Location
	Description of Service Provided and Areas Served: (4000 characters): The Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council (LRGVDC) provides public transportation in urbanized and non-urbanized areas of the lower Rio Grande Valley through its transit department, Valley Metro. The LRGVDC covers three counties (Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy), but due to need, Valley Metro is servicing two additional counties (Starr, Zapata).  Valley Metro operates routes in the following communities in their five county service area and each route has its own weekly and time schedule: There are 22 cities located in Hidalgo County and Valley Metro serves 20 of them ( Alamo, Alton, Donna, Edcouch, Elsa, Edinburg, Hargill, La Blanca, La Joya, La Villa, McAllen, Mercedes, Mission, Palmhurst, Palmview, Pharr, San Carlos, San Juan, Sullivan City, Weslaco). There are two main transfer hubs located in Hidalgo County, one located in downtown McAllen (McAllen Central station) and the other one is in Edinburg (Edinburg Multi-modal Terminal).  The hours of operation are typically Monday-Saturday, from 6:00 am to 8:00 PM. There are 18 cities located in Cameron County and Valley Metro serves 12 of them (Brownsville, Combes, Harlingen, La Feria, Laguna Heights, La Paloma, Laguna Vista, Los Fresnos, Olmito, Port Isabel, Primera, San Benito, Santa Rosa). There are two main hubs in Cameron County, one in Brownsville and multimodal terminals in Harlingen. The hours of operation are typically Monday-Saturday, from 6:00 am to 8:00 PM. There are 3 cities located in Willacy County and these cities are serviced through curb-to-curb demand response service. The hours of operation are typically Monday-Friday, from 6:00 am to 8:00 PM. There are 4 cities located in Starr County and Valley Metro serves 12 different areas (Alto Bonito, La Grulla, Garciasville, La Casita, Rio Grande City, Midway, La Rosita, Garceno, Escobares, Roma, Los Saenz, and Fronton). Service may be either flex route with direct connection to the McAllen UZA or demand response within Starr County. Demand response service is curb to curb and is also provided to other valley destinations. Both services require a 24-hour advance reservation. The hours of operation are typically Monday-Friday, from 7:00 am to 5:00 PM.  There are 3 cities located in Zapata County and Valley Metro services 6 of them (San Ygnacio, Ramireno, Zapata, Siesta Shores, Lopeno, Falcon). Curb to curb demand response service is provided within Zapata County with 24-hour advance reservation. Demand response service is also provided to Laredo, Roma or Rio Grande City with 24-hour advance reservation. Service hours are Monday through Friday (Monday, Wednesday and Friday Laredo County; Tuesday to Starr County; Thursday Starr and Hidalgo County).  The estimated population for this 6-county service area is 1,650,338 residents. The median household income for Cameron County is $41,900, for Hidalgo County it is $49,371, for Willacy County it is $42,839, for Starr County it is $35,979, for Zapata County it is $37,190 for an average of a median household income of $41,455.80 and for Webb County the median household income is $59,984. The State of Texas median household income is $74, 640 and for the United States of American it is $74,580 which are significantly greater than this area. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_descriptionOfAreaServed: Description of Service Provided and Areas Served
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	Congressional District: TX-034
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	Project Title: (200 characters): RGV’s Transit Oriented Development & Bus Rapid Transit (RGV’s TOD & BRT) 
	lbl_hidden_txt_projectTitle: Project Title
	Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity) (1000 characters):: The Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) & Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project aims to transform the region’s transportation infrastructure, focusing on comprehensive planning that addresses all six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005(b)(2), as amended by Section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law.  By targeting the 6 required aspects this plan will stimulate the local economies by creating new job opportunities & attract investments, integrate with existing transportation modes, enhance overall mobility & provide seamless transport options, increase more accessibility & reduce travel times, promote sustainable, livable environments, identify & address critical infrastructure needs, and actively involve private sector partners.This holistic approach ensures the RGV TOD & BRT project not only meets but exceeds the requirements set forth by MAP-21 & the BIL, paving the way for a more connected, economically vibrant, & sustainable future for the region.
	lbl_hidden_txt_summaryOfReq: Project Executive Summary: Provide an overview of your proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning project, including how it addresses each of the six aspects of the general authority stipulated in MAP-21 Section 20005 (b)(2), as amended by section 30009 of the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (also listed in Section C of the Notice of Funding Opportunity)
	Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open (1000 characters):: Proposed comprehensive planning work involves the development of multi-modal terminals in Harlingen and Weslaco as part of the Lower Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project. Project will include a Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system integrated with multimodal terminals that currently provide fixed-route, demand response, micro-transit and commuter service. Key station locations will be in Harlingen and Weslaco. The LRGVDC already owns a 27.5-acre property in Weslaco and a 12.1 acre property in Harlingen.  Both locations are currently undeveloped. The BRT system will span multiple miles, connecting various communities within the Lower Rio Grande Valley. The exact length will be determined during the comprehensive planning phase. The project is currently in the planning phase, with the expected opening to revenue service targeted for opening a 3-5 years based on project timeline. Facility construction project is in the RGVMPO STIP.
	lbl_hidden_txt_transitProject: Identify the transit project, including mode, station locations and length, and when it opened to revenue service or is expected to open:
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsProposedWork: Is the proposed comprehensive or site-specific planning work associated with a new fixed guideway transit project or a core capacity improvement transit project as outlined in the Notice of Funding Opportunity?
	If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectInCIG: If this is a current or past project in the Capital Investment Grant (CIG) program, indicate whether this was a New Starts, Small Starts, or Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: N/A
	lbl_hidden_txt_ProjectNotInCIG: If this is a Core Capacity project but not in the CIG program, describe how the project meets the definition of a Core Capacity project (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable) (4000 characters):: The Rio Grande Valley (RGV) Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project is designed to enhance public transit by introducing a state-of-the-art BRT system. This proposal aims to secure funding under the FTA NOFO 2024 by demonstrating how the project meets the criteria for fixed guideway BRT systems. The project will focus on three key components: Dedicated Right-of-Way, Enhanced Stations, and Operational Improvements, which together will significantly improve transit efficiency, accessibility, and passenger experience in the RGV region. To ensure the RGV TOD & BRT system operates primarily in a dedicated right-of-way, similar to light rail systems, a comprehensive evaluation process will be conducted. This will include a thorough site assessment to identify potential routes for dedicated BRT lanes, evaluating the feasibility of implementing exclusive lanes through road modifications and environmental impact analysis. The project will ensure regulatory compliance with local and federal transit lane regulations and involves extensive stakeholder engagement with local authorities, transportation agencies, and the public to gather input and address concerns. The implementation of dedicated BRT lanes will result in faster travel times and increased reliability, as BRT vehicles will be separated from regular traffic, avoiding congestion and ensuring consistent travel times.The RGV TOD & BRT project will feature enhanced stations designed to facilitate easy boarding and alighting, incorporating amenities similar to those found in light rail or metro stations. The evaluation process will include a detailed design review to ensure stations have features such as level boarding, pre-boarding fare collection, and real-time information displays. Accessibility assessments will be conducted to ensure compliance with ADA standards, and a passenger flow analysis to optimize boarding and alighting processes. Additionally, the evaluation will include an assessment of station amenities, such as shelters, seating, and lighting, to ensure they meet passenger needs and enhance comfort. The construction feasibility within the existing urban landscape will also be considered, along with a cost analysis to estimate expenses associated with station enhancements and identify potential funding sources. Enhanced stations will improve efficiency and passenger comfort, making the BRT system a more attractive option for commuters.The RGV TOD & BRT project aims to implement significant operational improvements over regular bus services, achieving efficiencies akin to light rail systems. The evaluation process will include a signal priority assessment to determine the feasibility of implementing signal priority for BRT vehicles, allowing them to communicate with traffic signals for priority passage through intersections. Service frequency analysis will be conducted using current and projected ridership data to determine optimal service frequencies, especially during peak hours. Route optimization studies will identify the most efficient paths for BRT vehicles, minimizing travel time and maximizing coverage. Additionally, the integration of advanced technologies such as GPS tracking, automated fare collection, and real-time data analytics will also be assessed to enhance operational efficiency. These operational improvements will result in reduced travel time, increased reliability, and an enhanced rider experience, making the BRT system a dependable transit option for the region. The comprehensive evaluation of the RGV TOD & BRT project will demonstrate its feasibility and compliance with the FTA NOFO 2024 criteria for fixed guideway BRT systems. A cost-benefit analysis through the consultation process should justify the proposed investments in dedicated right-of-way, enhanced stations, and operational improvements. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_BRTProject: If this is a BRT project, describe how the project meets the three criteria defined in the NOFO for a fixed guideway BRT (enter "N/A" if not applicable)
	Demonstrated Need (4000 characters):: The proposed RGV TOD & BRT project demonstrates a critical need for funding to advance Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) implementation in the Lower Rio Grande Valley corridor and region. Federal funds are essential to overcome the financial constraints faced by the local municipalities and to ensure the successful execution of this ambitious project. The BRT corridor stands to benefit significantly from TOD planning by fostering economic growth, improving accessibility, and reducing traffic congestion.Furthermore, TOD planning within this project will address pressing issues such as climate change by promoting sustainable transportation options, increasing affordable housing availability around transit hubs, and directly supporting environmental justice populations by enhancing their access to reliable transit services and essential community resources. The project's alignment with these factors underscores its necessity and potential for transformative impact in the region
	lbl_hidden_txt_demonstratedNeed: Demonstrated Need
	Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work (4000 characters):: The RGV TOD & BRT project’s work plan, schedule, and process will demonstrate exceptional strength by effectively addressing potential state, local, or other impediments through a comprehensive strategy. The detailed schedule will outline all necessary steps for implementation, ensuring that the timeline is realistic and achievable. The work plan will cover a significant portion of the project corridor, ensuring a broad impact. Extensive partnerships will be established, including strong community stakeholder engagement, to address the needs of traditionally under served populations, such as low-income and minority households, and unhoused populations.These partnerships will bring technical expertise essential for developing, adopting, and implementing comprehensive plans, with clearly defined roles and responsibilities. The TOD planning effort will focus on increasing access for environmental justice populations, encouraging their participation, and expanding the affordable housing supply. Additionally, the plan will commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and mitigating climate change effects. Performance measures will be directly linked to the project’s goals, ensuring continuous alignment with the comprehensive planning work and fostering long-term success.
	lbl_hidden_txt_workPlan: Summarize the work plan for the comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning effort by identifying each task associated with the planning study and the substantial deliverables that will be provided to FTA over the course of the planning work
	Timeline Item Description (100 characters): RGV TOD & BRT Contractual Services timeline start date
	Timeline Item Description (100 characters): RGV TOD & BRT Contractual Services timeline end date
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_tlDesc: Timeline Item Description
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_tlDesc: Timeline Item Description
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2025-01-01
	Timeline Item Date (format MM/DD/YYYY): 2026-04-30
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_datetime_tlDate: Timeline Item Date
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_datetime_tlDate: Timeline Item Date
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_timelineRepeatable: Project Timeline
	Insert Project Timeline Item: 
	Partnership Provision (4000 characters):: The RGV TOD & BRT project will include documentation of a partnership with TXDOT Director Marc Williams and has secured partnerships with municipalities and economic development organizations from the region, all of which have land use planning authority, for this project.Additionally, LRGVDC has the Regional Public Transportation Advisory Panel (RTAP), which will help guide the development of this plan. Partners on this project have been invited to join RTAP meetings, where they will help guide managing zoning, development, and land use regulations. Recommendations made to this RTAP committee will be presented to the LRGVDC board of directors for final approval. RTAP members will also complete peer reviews to learn from successful TOD and BRT systems that have been implemented elsewhere. This partnership will leverage the strengths and expertise of all parties involved, ensuring that the planning project aligns with local development goals, enhances community benefits, and supports sustainable urban growth. The documented agreement will provide a solid foundation for coordinated efforts, maximizing the project's impact on improving transit accessibility, promoting affordable housing, and addressing environmental and social challenges in the region.
	lbl_hidden_txt_partnershipProvision: Partnership Provision
	Matching Funds Amount: 52500.00
	lbl_hidden_num_matchingFunds: Matching Funds Amount
	Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds (4000 characters):: The matching funds of $52,500 USD from the Lower Rio Grande Valley Development Council (LRGVDC) Valley Metro are sourced from local government allocations dedicated to supporting regional development initiatives. These funds complement the grant application's objectives, demonstrating a commitment to leveraging local resources alongside external funding for comprehensive project implementation. The availability of these funds is secured through official budget allocations and financial planning processes overseen by the LRGVDC, ensuring their readiness and reliability for supporting the proposed project. Supporting documentation includes detailed budgetary records, financial statements, and official approvals confirming the earmarking and availability of the matching funds, thereby substantiating their commitment to the project's success. This local contribution underscores collaborative efforts to maximize impact and sustainability in addressing community needs through the proposed grant-funded initiative.
	lbl_hidden_txt_sourceMatchingFunds: Provide information on the source, availability, and supporting documentation for the matching funds
	Item Description (100 characters): Rio Grande Valley Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_Desc: Description
	Quantity: 1
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	Federal TOD Amount: 525000.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_FederalAmnt: Federal TOD Amount
	TOD Match Amount: 52500.00
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_LocalMatch: TOD Match Amount
	Other Federal Funds: 0.00
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	Total Cost: 577500.00
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	Grand Total  - Federal TOD Amount: 525000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalFederalAmnt: Grand Total - Federal TOD Amount
	Grand Total - TOD Match Amount: 52500.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalLocalMatch: Grand Total - TOD Match Amount
	Grand Total - Other Federal Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOtherFederal: Grand Total - Other Federal Funds
	Grand Total - Other Funds: 0.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalOther: Grand Total - Other Funds
	Grand Total - Total Cost: 577500.00
	lbl_hidden_num_TotalTotalCost: Grand Total - Total Cost
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsScalable: Is the project scope scalable?
	If Yes, specify minimum Federal Funds necessary: 480000.00
	lbl_hidden_num_minFederalFunds: Specify minimum Federal Funds necessary
	Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above. (4000 characters): This budget will allow for adaptable resource allocation, enable adjustments to meet unforeseen needs or capitalize on opportunities during project implementation. It will support the potential expansion of project activities or the integration of additional resources without exceeding financial constraints. By emphasizing cost efficiency and optimization, the budget will ensures prudent financial management practices are maintained, maximizing the impact of each dollar spent. Scalability also involves setting measurable outcomes and conducting regular evaluations to assess progress, enabling stakeholders to gauge effectiveness and make informed decisions for future scalability and sustainability. Ultimately, the $480,000 budget will facilitate not only the achievement of immediate project goals but also the potential for broader and more impactful initiatives over time.
	lbl_hidden_txt_scalabilityExpl: Provide explanation of scalability with specific references to the budget line items above
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsLocated: Is your comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study located in or will impact a nonattainment or maintenance area for any of these National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) pollutents: carbon monoxide, ozone, or particulate matter 2.5 and 10?
	Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s) (4000 characters):: 
	lbl_hidden_txt_identifyNonattainment: Identify the nonattainment or maintenance area(s)
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsEnvironmentalJustice: Is there an environmental justice (EJ) population located within the study area?
	Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households (4000 characters):: The Rio Grande Valley (RGV) in Texas has a significant environmental justice (EJ) population. Environmental justice refers to the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people, regardless of race, color, national origin, or income, with respect to the development, implementation, and enforcement of environmental laws, regulations, and policies. The RGV, located along the border with Mexico, is home to a diverse population that includes many communities facing environmental challenges such as air and water pollution, access to green spaces, and impacts from industrial activities and transportation infrastructure. These challenges can disproportionately affect low-income communities and communities of color, which are often categorized as environmental justice populations. Efforts to address environmental justice in the RGV region may involve initiatives to improve environmental quality, access to public health resources, transportation infrastructure planning, and community engagement in decision-making processes related to environmental and infrastructure projects. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_describePopulation: Describe the EJ population(s) and the anticipated benefits resulting from this comprehensive or site-specific TOD planning study, with particular attention to providing equitable housing choices and avoiding the displacement of low-income households
	For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance (4000 characters).: The proposed Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) planning study aims to deliver significant environmental benefits by promoting sustainable practices and enhancing environmental quality within the project area. Key objectives include reducing the carbon footprint by encouraging higher-density, mixed-use development near transit nodes to minimize automobile dependency and lower greenhouse gas emissions from daily commuting.TOD principles also prioritize compact development, leading to fewer vehicle miles traveled and improved local air quality through reduced emissions of air pollutants. Integrating green infrastructure such as urban forests and sustainable landscaping not only enhances aesthetics but also supports biodiversity, mitigates urban heat island effects, and improves stormwater management. Emphasizing pedestrian and bicycle-friendly infrastructure promotes active transportation, reducing reliance on motor vehicles and promoting healthier lifestyles among residents, aligning with Active Plans for Cameron and Hidalgo counties.Climate-resilient design elements incorporated into TOD planning will enhance community resilience to climate change impacts, particularly important in the hurricane-prone Rio Grande Valley region. Ensuring equitable access to environmental amenities such as green spaces and recreational areas for all community members, including environmental justice populations, underscores our commitment to social equity.These environmental benefits align closely with the goals of NOFO Section E.2, emphasizing sustainable development practices that promote environmental stewardship and community well-being. Through proactive stakeholder engagement and rigorous environmental analysis, the TOD planning study aims to establish a blueprint for inclusive, environmentally responsible growth that enhances the quality of life for both current and future residents of the Rio Grande Valley.This year, under the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ), the LRGVDC was one of five Texas Councils of Government to be allocated Rider 7 pm 2.5 Air Quality funds for the inventory of emissions, monitoring of pollution levels, air pollution and data analysis, and modeling pollution levels. This project is slated to begin in September 1, 2024 and end on December 31,2025 and will help the LRGVDC monitor and improve regional ambient air quality standards.
	lbl_hidden_txt_climateChange: For the proposed TOD planning study, please describe the significant community benefits relating to the environment. See NOFO Section E.2 for additional guidance
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsRacialEquity: Does the planning study address racial equity or barriers to opportunity (see NOFO Section E.2)?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: The proposed RGV TOD & BRT project is committed to addressing racial equity and barriers to opportunity, as outlined in NOFO Section E.2. Our planning study will focus on the following key areas to ensure equitable outcomes and access to opportunities for all community members: Equitable Access to Transportation: By enhancing transit connectivity and accessibility through the BRT system, we aim to provide reliable and affordable transportation options for underserved and marginalized communities, thereby improving access to employment, education, healthcare, and other essential services. Inclusive Community Engagement: Our planning process will actively involve diverse community stakeholders, including minority and low-income populations, ensuring that their voices are heard and their needs are addressed in the development of the TOD and BRT project. Addressing Displacement Risks: The study will incorporate strategies to mitigate displacement risks and ensure that existing residents, particularly those from vulnerable communities, can benefit from the improved transit infrastructure and TOD initiatives without facing the threat of being priced out of their neighborhoods. Economic Opportunities: The TOD project will focus on creating economic opportunities for local residents by promoting mixed-use development that includes affordable housing, local businesses, and community services. This approach aims to foster economic growth and stability within the region. Reducing Barriers to Opportunity: By providing better access to high-quality transit and developing vibrant, mixed-use communities, the project will help reduce barriers to opportunity, such as long commutes and lack of access to resources, that disproportionately affect minority and low-income populations. Health and Environmental Benefits: The project will promote a healthier environment through reduced vehicle emissions, improved air quality, increased access to green spaces and physical activities. These environmental benefits will contribute to better health outcomes for all residents, particularly those in disadvantaged communities. By addressing these key areas, the RGV TOD & BRT project aims to create a more equitable and inclusive community where all residents have the opportunity to thrive and benefit from enhanced transportation and development initiatives. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeRacialEquity: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsPlanningStudy: Does the TOD planning study address homelessness holistically through the planning process in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness?
	If yes, please describe (4000 characters):: The proposed RGV TOD and BRT project is designed to address homelessness holistically by integrating comprehensive strategies and supportive measures into the planning process, particularly in areas with high incidence rates of homelessness. Our approach includes the following key elements: Inclusive Housing Strategies: The TOD planning study will prioritize the development of affordable housing units within transit-oriented developments. By incorporating a mix of housing options, including units specifically designated for low-income individuals and families, we aim to provide stable housing solutions for those at risk of or currently experiencing homelessness. Supportive Services Integration: Recognizing that housing alone is not sufficient, the project will incorporate spaces for supportive services such as healthcare, mental health counseling, job training, and social services. These services will be easily accessible within TOD areas to assist individuals in overcoming barriers to stability and self-sufficiency. Partnerships with Nonprofits and Local Agencies: The planning study will actively seek collaborations with local nonprofits, social service agencies, and government programs dedicated to addressing homelessness. These partnerships will enable a coordinated approach to providing comprehensive support and resources to those in need. Community Engagement and Stakeholder Involvement: Engaging with community members, including individuals experiencing homelessness, will be a critical component of our planning process. By involving diverse stakeholders, we can ensure that the solutions developed are responsive to the real needs of the community and those affected by homelessness. Designing Safe and Inclusive Public Spaces: The TOD and BRT project will emphasize the creation of safe, welcoming public spaces that foster a sense of community and belonging. These spaces will be designed with the needs of all residents in mind, including those experiencing homelessness, to promote social inclusion and reduce stigma. Proactive Measures to Prevent Displacement: The planning study will include strategies to prevent displacement of vulnerable populations, ensuring that improvements in transit and development do not inadvertently push at-risk individuals out of their communities. This will involve policies to protect affordable housing and support long-term residents. By addressing homelessness holistically through these integrated strategies, the RGV TOD and BRT project aims to create a more inclusive and supportive environment that not only provides immediate relief but also fosters long-term stability and opportunity for individuals experiencing homelessness. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_describeHouseAmerica: If yes, please describe
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsJustice: Does the project support the Justice40 Initiative?
	Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: The RGV TOD & BRT project strongly aligns with the Justice40 Initiative. Our project will be strategically designed to deliver significant advantages in transportation, economic development, and environmental sustainability to these communities.The BRT system will provide reliable and affordable public transit, enhancing access to essential services like employment and healthcare, thereby supporting social and economic mobility. The TOD component will stimulate local economic growth by attracting investments and creating jobs, fostering vibrant, walkable communities with diverse economic opportunities. Moreover, the project will promote sustainable practices, reducing emissions and enhancing air quality through green infrastructure like parks and recreational spaces. By integrating affordable housing and supportive services, including those for vulnerable populations like the homeless, the project addresses critical social needs.
	lbl_hidden_txt_justice: Describe how the project supports the Justice40 Initiative and the benefits provided (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2) (1000 characters):: RGV TOD and BRT project strongly supports the Justice40 Initiative, which aims to ensure that 40% of the overall benefits of federal investments flow to disadvantaged communities. Our project is designed to provide significant benefits to these communities, particularly in the areas of improved transportation, economic development, and environmental sustainability. Economic Development: The TOD component will stimulate local economic growth by attracting investments, creating jobs, and supporting small businesses. By focusing on mixed-use development, the project will create vibrant, walkable communities that offer a variety of economic opportunities for residents. Housing and Social Services: By including affordable housing and integrating supportive services within TOD areas, the project will address housing instability and provide comprehensive support to vulnerable populations, including those experiencing homelessness. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_justiceMethod: Describe the methodology used to determine the project meets the Justice40 Initiative (see NOFO Section E.2)
	Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2 (100 characters): The estimated population for this 6-county service area is 1,650,338 residents. 
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_txt_piDesc: Justice40 Disadvantaged Community Served as Identified in the NOFO Section E.2
	Actual or Estimated Annual Ridership Count: 3000000
	lbl_hidden_gridItem_num_AmountImpacted: Actual or Estimated Ridership Count
	lbl_hidden_gridTable_populationImpactedRepeatable: Justice40 Population Impacted
	Insert Justice40 Population Impacted Item: 
	What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?: 88
	lbl_hidden_num_percentDisadvComm: What is the percentage of Disadvantaged Communities within the project area?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsCEJST: Was this estimate generated using the Climate and Economic Justice Screening Tool (CEJST)?
	lbl_hidden_rbl_IsETC: Was this estimate generated using the USDOT Equitable Transportation Community (ETC) Explorer?
	If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use (4000 characters)?: The estimate was based on the mapping tool to generate the percentage.
	lbl_hidden_txt_toolsUsed: If you did not use the annual ridership count or the mapping tool to generate the percentage, which tool(s) did you use?
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture (4000 characters).: The proposed Rio Grande Valley TOD and BRT project incorporates several value capture strategies to ensure sustainable funding, promote economic development, and maximize community benefits. Our planning work includes the following key value capture elements: Public-Private Partnerships (P3): Description: We will actively pursue partnerships with private developers and investors to leverage private capital for the development of mixed-use projects, affordable housing, and commercial spaces within the TOD areas. Implementation: These partnerships will be structured to share risks and rewards, ensuring that private investment is aligned with public goals and community benefits. Tax Increment Financing (TIF): Description: Meet with partnering agencies to establish TIF districts around the BRT stations and TOD areas to capture the incremental increase in property tax revenues resulting from the increased property values and new developments. Implementation: The additional tax revenue generated within these districts will be reinvested into the project to fund infrastructure improvements, public amenities, and affordable housing initiatives, ensuring long-term project sustainability. Development Impact Fees: Description: Impact fees will be assessed on new developments within the TOD areas to offset the costs of infrastructure and public service improvements necessitated by the increased development. Implementation: Revenue from these fees will be allocated to fund transit infrastructure, utilities, parks, and other public amenities, supporting sustainable community growth.Joint Development: Description: We will explore opportunities for joint development projects where transit agencies and private developers collaborate to develop transit-adjacent properties. Implementation: Joint development agreements will include provisions for revenue sharing, affordable housing, and public space improvements, ensuring that the benefits of development are equitably distributed. By integrating these value capture strategies into our comprehensive and site-specific planning work, the Rio Grande Valley TOD and BRT project aims to create a self-sustaining funding model that supports ongoing improvements and delivers substantial economic and social benefits to the community. This approach not only enhances the project's financial viability but also ensures that the benefits of transit and TOD investments are maximized for all stakeholders. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_valueCapture: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work includes value capture elements. https://www.transit.dot.gov/valuecapture
	Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements (4000 characters).: The proposed Rio Grande Valley TOD and BRT project is committed to fostering inclusive, mixed-income communities by integrating affordable housing and other mixed-income elements into our comprehensive and site-specific planning work. This approach ensures that the benefits of transit-oriented development are accessible to residents of all income levels. Our planning work will incorporate the following strategies: Public-Private Partnerships (P3) for Housing Development: Description: We will form partnerships with non-profit housing organizations, community development corporations, and private developers to finance and construct affordable housing units. Implementation: These partnerships will leverage public and private resources to create mixed-income developments that include a substantial number of affordable units. Community Engagement and Stakeholder Involvement: Description: Engaging with community members and stakeholders throughout the planning process will ensure that affordable housing needs and priorities are accurately identified and addressed. Implementation: Regular public meetings, workshops, and surveys will be conducted to gather input and ensure that the planning work reflects the community's housing needs and aspirations. By incorporating these affordable housing and mixed-income elements into our comprehensive and site-specific planning work, the Rio Grande Valley TOD and BRT project aims to create inclusive, equitable, and vibrant communities where residents of all income levels can benefit from improved transit infrastructure and development opportunities. This approach aligns with our commitment to social equity and sustainable development, ensuring that the project delivers meaningful and lasting benefits to the entire community. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_mixedIncome: Describe how the comprehensive or site-specific planning work incorporates affordable housing or other mixed-income elements
	Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project (4000 characters).: The proposed Rio Grande Valley Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project is committed to an extensive and inclusive community engagement process, ensuring that the planning efforts reflect the diverse needs and aspirations of all stakeholders involved. This process will encompass a variety of methods to gather input and foster collaboration, aiming to accurately identify and address infrastructure needs across the region.To facilitate robust community engagement, the project will host a series of public workshops and community meetings throughout the planning stages. These gatherings will serve as platforms for residents, business owners, and other stakeholders to provide feedback and insights directly to the planning team. Ensuring accessibility, meetings will be held at convenient locations and times, with provisions like translation services and childcare to maximize inclusivity and participation.Comprehensive surveys and questionnaires will complement these meetings, distributed both online and in paper formats to capture a broad spectrum of community perspectives. This outreach effort will target a diverse cross-section of the population, aiming to gather detailed information on priorities, concerns, and suggestions regarding the TOD and BRT project.Furthermore, targeted focus groups will be conducted with specific stakeholder groups such as low-income residents, business owners, environmental advocates, and transit users. These focused discussions will delve deeper into unique perspectives and needs, providing valuable insights that will inform project priorities and design elements. The establishment of advisory committees comprising community leaders, local officials, and subject matter experts will provide ongoing guidance and oversight. These committees will convene regularly to review progress, offer feedback, and ensure that community input is effectively integrated into the decision-making process.An interactive online platform, including a project website and social media channels, will be instrumental in maintaining real-time engagement with the community. These digital tools will provide updates on project developments, solicit feedback, and host interactive features such as maps, forums, and comment sections to enable residents to participate actively in the planning process from their homes. The community input process will focus on identifying key infrastructure needs essential to the success of the project. This includes transit infrastructure such as BRT lanes, stations, and transit signal priority systems, with community input guiding decisions on optimal locations and necessary enhancements.Pedestrian and bicycle facilities will also be assessed to ensure safe and accessible infrastructure, incorporating community feedback to determine the design and placement of sidewalks, bike lanes, and crosswalks that promote active transportation and improve connectivity. The identification of public amenities and green spaces within TOD zones will be informed by resident input, aiming to create vibrant community spaces that enhance quality of life.  Likewise, evaluations of utilities and public services such as water, sewer, and stormwater management will be conducted in collaboration with local agencies to support sustainable development.Strategic planning for affordable housing and mixed-use developments will prioritize sites and features that meet the diverse needs of the community, integrating residential, commercial, and community uses as informed by community feedback. Safety and accessibility enhancements across all infrastructure improvements will be paramount, with stakeholder input guiding the incorporation of universal design principles and safety features to ensure inclusivity for all users, including those with disabilities.
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityInput: Describe the community input process for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe the current affordable housing plans or policies associated with your comprehensive or site-specific planning work. Additionally, identify the infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project. Lastly, identify any new plans or policies that you will include in your comprehensive or site-specific planning work (4000 characters).: The proposed Rio Grande Valley Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) and Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) project is committed to addressing homelessness comprehensively by integrating robust strategies and supportive measures into its planning framework, focusing particularly on areas with high rates of homelessness. Key elements of our approach include prioritizing the development of affordable housing units within TOD zones, encompassing a mix of housing options tailored for low-income individuals and families to offer stable housing solutions. Additionally, the project will integrate supportive services such as healthcare, mental health counseling, job training, and social services within TOD areas, ensuring easy accessibility to assist individuals in overcoming barriers to stability and self-sufficiency.Collaboration with local nonprofits, social service agencies, and government programs dedicated to homelessness will be central to our strategy, fostering a coordinated approach to providing comprehensive support and resources. Community engagement, including input from individuals experiencing homelessness, will inform our planning process, ensuring solutions are responsive to real community needs. Furthermore, the project will emphasize designing safe and inclusive public spaces within TOD and BRT developments to promote social inclusion and reduce stigma associated with homelessness.Proactively, the project will include measures to prevent displacement of vulnerable populations, safeguarding affordable housing and supporting long-term community residents. By integrating these holistic strategies, the Rio Grande Valley TOD and BRT project aims to cultivate a more inclusive and supportive environment that not only provides immediate relief but also fosters long-term stability and opportunities for individuals experiencing homelessness.
	lbl_hidden_txt_affordableHousing: Describe the affordable housing activities for your comprehensive or site-specific planning work, and identify infrastructure needs associated with the eligible project
	Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work. (4000 characters).: The current LRGVDC CEDS vision statement is: As a highly desirable place to live, work, and visit, the Lower Rio Grande Valley will ensure regional prosperity and a premier quality of life by sustaining a balanced and resilient international economy, developing an educated, qualified workforce and providing enhanced opportunities for commercial, industrial and entrepreneurial growth. The Goals for the CEDS are:Support essential public and higher education, as well as workforce development programs to successfully prepare a well-educated, highly-skilled professional and technical workforce to meet the demands of regional industry growth.Expand urban and rural economic and workforce development projects through strategic regional collaboration, expansion of resources, and funding of private, public and industry-targeted partnership initiatives.Enhance regional perception through marketing and communication strategies, highlighting the region’s geographic, environmental, and established assets to strengthen quality-of-life dynamics for current and potential residents and visitors.Preserve the abilities of municipalities and jurisdictions to cultivate vibrant, competitive and livable communities by supporting flexible and local decision-making with regards to factors such as tax-base development, revenue limits, unfunded mandates, and infrastructure expansion.Enrich international competitiveness by endorsing foreign trade and direct investment policies and opportunities.Strengthen economic resilience through the advancement of emerging high-tech and high value industries (e.g., healthcare, manufacturing, skills-trade, etc.), reinvestment of agricultural/aquaculture, and programs for effective disaster recovery.Improve regional economic dis-proportionality through diversified strategies to cultivate rural and small business incubation, entrepreneurial innovation, information technology infrastructure, and access to capital.The LRGVDC is currently updating the CEDS and has created the LRGVDC Economic Development Advisory Committee (EDAC) to assist in this update. The committee consists of city & county economic development districts, institutes of higher education, workforce development, special economic development organizations and members-at-large. Following EDA guidelines, the LRGVDC CED staff will work with this advisory group to identify regional strengths, weaknesses, threats and opportunities and identify strategies to move this region forward in economic development. EDA requires for the CEDS to include Economic Resiliency, Climate Resilience, Workforce Development and Equity and believe the CEDS will be instrumental in the development of the RGV’s TOD & BRT. The Community & Economic Development Department has an established Regional Small Cities Coalition that meets quarterly, and various topics, discussions and projects are discussed. In July of 2024, the 1st Annual Regional Small Cities Coalition Conference will be held where Valley Metro will be presenting and identifying small communities that need transportation services. 
	lbl_hidden_txt_communityDevelopment: Describe how your planning proposal supports planning activities that assist urbanized or rural areas with lower population density or lower average household income levels in comparison to the adjoining areas of the project scope of work.



