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SPECIAL

FTA Multi-Year Research Program Plan (FY 2009- FY 2013) 

The Multi-Year Research Program Plan (Program Plan), prepared by the Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Office of Research, Demonstration, and Innovation (TRI), is part of FTA’s strategic planning process. It provides descriptive summaries of existing FTA research projects for fiscal years (FY) 2009 through 2013, and it links these projects to the goals and objectives of FTA’s Strategic Research Plan. It also identifies future transit industry research needs, links these needs to FTA’s research goals and objectives, and describes new research areas and projects that FTA will consider for funding during the next five years.   More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research] or [http://www.fta.dot.gov/documents/FTA_TRI_Final_MYPP_FY09-13.pdf]
FTA News Releases 2009
Get the latest development about FTA activities via FTA news releases.  
Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/news/news_events_7783.html
Electric Drive Strategic Plan
FTA and WestStart-CALSTART are developing an industry-driven Electric Drive Strategic Plan to guide FTA research effort in electric drive technology for bus propulsion. The plan is based on the needs of, and input from, the transit industry.  Ongoing electrification of bus propulsion and auxiliary systems is considered a critical technology element for improving vehicle efficiency. The EDSP Website is intended to provide ongoing, updated information on the plan process and work product.  Information on this website is disseminated by WestStart-CALSTART under the sponsorship of the FTA in the interest of information exchange.  URL:   [http://www.buselectricdrive.org/]
State of Good Repair 

FTA has developed the new State of Good Repair Website, highlighting the need to maintain the nation’s bus and rail systems in a State of Good Repair if public transportation systems are to provide safe and reliable service to daily transit riders.  State of Good Repair includes sharing ideas on recapitalization and maintenance issues, asset management practices, and innovative financing strategies.  The FTA will lead the nation’s effort to address the State of Good Repair by collaborating with industry to bring the nation’s transit infrastructure into the 21st Century.  More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/]
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
Statement of U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood On President Obama's Signing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act
This U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood’s statement on President Obama's Signing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act was released on February 17, 2009 --“Today President Obama kept faith with the American people. Less than one month after taking the oath of office, he signed the landmark American Recovery and Reinvestment Act.  “I thank and congratulate President Barack Obama for this impressive and hard-won victory.  

This is the day America starts back. Resources to help America are now available.  At the Department of Transportation we will make sure the transportation money in this law gets Americans to work quickly.”  Read More [http://www.dot.gov/affairs/dot2009.htm]
President Obama Signs American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
The American Public Transportation Association (APTA) has provided a summary of the economic recovery legislation of February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law H.R. 1, the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) of 2009.  $8.4 billion provided for Public Transportation and $9.3 billion for High Speed and Intercity Passenger Rail!

 “The Public Transportation Industry Stands Ready to Create Hundreds of Thousands of American Jobs -- New Day for Transportation with Significant Investment in Rail ” -  American Public Transportation Association (APTA)  
Transit Provisions.  The economic recovery package includes $8.4 billion dollars for new capital investment for public transportation.  Of this total, $6.9 billion is available for capital projects eligible for funding under the existing transit formula programs. The funds will be distributed as follows:

· $5.44 billion for capital projects under the Urban Formula Program (§5307) 

· $680 million for capital projects under the Rural Formula Program (§5311) 

· $680 million for Growing States and High Density Formula Program (§5340) 

Read More on the APTA website   [http://www.apta.com/]         

American Recovery & Reinvestment Act (ARRA): Questions and Answers for FTA Grantees and Stakeholders - Website
The FTA has developed the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act webpage with a list of recommended actions/key questions and answers to help FTA grantees and stakeholders better understand and implement the recovery legislation.  The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act targets investments towards key areas that will save or create good jobs immediately, while also laying the groundwork for long-term economic growth. More [http://www.fta.dot.gov/index_9118.html]
Economic Recovery Website – FHWA
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has established a Website to provide information concerning the economy recovery legislation.  The Website was established  to assist and prepare stakeholders and partners to implement the recovery legislation as expeditiously as possible. This economic recovery webpage includes a series of key questions and answers (Q&As).  Q&As will continue to be updated as more information becomes available.  More [http//:www.fhwa.dot.gov/economicrecovery/index.htm] 

Recovery.Gov Website – White House
www.Recovery.gov is a Website that lets the taxpayer figure out and track where the money from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is going.  The money is being distributed by Federal agencies, and soon taxpayers will be able to see where it's going -- to which states, to which congressional districts, even to which Federal contractors. New information on the allocation of funds will be posted on Recovery.gov as it becomes available.  The charts and numbers on this Website will give you an idea of where the money is going.   More Online [http://www.recovery.gov/]
White House Issues Guidance on Stimulus Bucks
White House officials today told agencies that spending under the new economic stimulus law should be transparent and accountable. A  memo provides agency leaders with information about how to provide spending and performance data to the Recovery.gov Website. The 60-page memo from Office of Management and Budget Director Peter Orszag was sent to agency and department heads and states the goal is “To deliver a Website that allows citizens to hold the government accountable for every dollar spent.”  More Online  [http://fcw.com/articles/2009/02/18/stimulus-memo.aspx?s=fcwdaily_190209]
Digital Version of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

A digital version of The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 is available from the Government Printing Office’s Federal Digital System at  
[http://fdsys.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/BILLS-111hr1ENR/pdf/BILLS-111hr1ENR.pdf]
 

FEDERAL RESEARCH IN PROGRESS 
Condition-Based Maintenance Program

Project CO-26-7009

FY 2008 Funding:  $90,000
  
Schedule: September 2008 – October 2009   

Performer: Transportation Technology Center, Inc. 


 55500 DOT Road, Pueblo, Colorado 81001

Contact:  William D. Mauger  
Phone:  719-584-0638  Fax:  719-584-0711

FTA Project Monitor:  Terrell Williams 
Fax 202-366-3765

Email: [Terrell.Williams@dot.gov]

Description.  The objective of this project is to support the efforts of Transportation Technology Center, Inc. to improve rail transit systems by developing a Condition-Based Maintenance Program that can be applied to rail transit operations and can improve capital and operating efficiencies.  The research is expected to provide a set of decision tools that can enable a rail transit operator or other stakeholders to determine if a condition-based maintenance is technically feasible and cost effective.  Online [http://rip.trb.org]
KEYWORDS: Rapid Rail Transit, Condition-Based Maintenance, Operations. Capital and Operating Efficiencies
Northeast Advanced Vehicle Consortium 
Project MA-04-7002.01

FY 2008 Funding:  $2,875,000
  
Schedule: October 2008 – March 2012   

Performer: Northeast Advanced Vehicle Consortium 


 112 South Street, 4th Floor, Boston, Massachusetts 02111

Contact:  Sheila Lynch 
Phone:  618-482-1770  

FTA Project Monitor:  Christina Gikakis, TRI 
Fax 202-366-3765

Email: [Christina.Gikakis@dot.gov] 

Description.   The objective of this project is to provide additional support to the Northeast Advanced Vehicle Consortium (NAVC) to facilitate the development of commercially viable fuel cell bus technologies and related infrastructure under the FTA National Fuel Cell Bus Program.  NAVC currently coordinates fuel cell bus technology development and demonstration projects in Connecticut (CT Transit) and the fuel cell bus program in New York.   NAVC also provides support to the National Fuel Cell Bus Working Group and the International Fuel Cell Bus Working Group.  Online [http://rip.trb.org]
KEYWORDS:  Fuel Cell Bus, Technology, Demonstration, Infrastructure, International Fuel Cell Bus
Passenger Protection in Rail Transit Vehicles

Project KS-26-7008                      

FY 2008 Funding:  $175,000                     Schedule: March 2009 – May 2010  

Performer:      Wichita State University

                      1845 Fairmont, Wichita, KS 67260        

Investigator: Dr. Gerardo Olivares           Phone: 316.978.7273  

FTA Project Monitor:  Roy Chen, TRI    Phone: 202.366.0462 

Email  [RoyWei-Shun.Chen@dot.gov]         
 

Description.   The objective of this project is to identify injury mechanisms to Light Rail Vehicle (LRV) passengers and generate transit rail vehicle interior design guidelines that will enhance the level of  passenger safety during a collision. Statistically, light rail systems have higher injury rates on a per passenger-mile basis than heavy rail and commuter rail, because light rail transit systems in most cities operate on city streets with at-grade crossings.  Occupants can be injured or killed as a result of two main mechanisms that arise from the sudden acceleration or deceleration of a vehicle, or because of a mechanical damage to the vehicle structure. Results expected to identify the injury mechanisms to LRV passengers and to propose future areas of research that will lay the foundations necessary to generate transit rail vehicle interior design guidelines that will enhance the level of safety to passengers during collisions.

KEYWORDS: light rail vehicle, passenger safety, collisions, rail vehicle interior design guidelines
 FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER
Delegation from Mumbai, India 

A delegation from Mumbai, India met at FTA Headquarters on January 14, 2009 to discuss follow-on activities under the Memorandum of Cooperation signed by former FTA Administrator, James Simpson and Maharashtra Chief Minister Vilasrao Deshmukh in September 2008.  Ron Boenau coordinated meetings between the delegation and WMATA [January 12] and with APTA [January 13].  The delegation also participated in the TRB Annual Meeting.  Ron chaired the FTA meeting which included presentations by TRI, TPM-30, and TBP.  Topics of the FTA presentations were selected by the delegation as areas of high interest since Mumbai is developing transportation projects estimated to be at $60 billion over the next 10 - 20 years.  Specific areas of interest included: ITS; System Safety and Security; Bus Rapid Transit (BRT); Fare integration; clean propulsion vehicles; Public Private Partnerships (PPP’s); Standards development; Integrated corridor management; and Accessibility.  
Panamanian Regulatory Proposal for the Creation of an Urban Transport Metropolitan Agency for Panama City

Thursday, January 22, 2009.  The Office of Research Management conducted a conference call with a performance management consultant working as a volunteer for the Panama Chamber of Commerce, Transportation Commission.  The consultant was seeking FTA review and comments of a legislative proposal entitled “Regulatory Proposal for the Creation of an Urban Transport Metropolitan Agency for Panama City.”  The consultant was seeking FTA assistance in terms of U.S. experience and practices in the establishment of such an agency.  The legislative model was given to the consultant  for review by a member of  the Panama Chamber of Commerce..  
 

Since the legislative document was written entirely in Spanish, the conference call provided the consultant the opportunity to express and discuss concerns in English.  TRI-30 provided preliminary advice and discussed the next steps including—a workshop to bring together all Panamanian stakeholders at a meeting/workshop to build consensus for a common vision, purpose, and goal of the proposed urban transport metropolitan agency, and learn from U.S. best practices on the subject.  Note:  This January 2009 conference call indirectly supports the September 8, 2008 Conference Call with the U.S. Embassy in Panama which was designed to provide guidance and expertise to help Panamanian stakeholders better understand the coordinated effort and resources needed to strengthen the overall capacity of Panama’s transportation system, and to develop a comprehensive Intermodal Plan for Panama’s two major corridors (Panama City/Colon Corridor, and East-West Corridor). Good projects result from good planning was the theme of the September 8 conference call.  

Transit Greenhouse Gas Compendium

Georgia Tech Research Corporation is scheduled to perform the research project titled “Transit Greenhouse Gas Management Compendium.”  This project will support creation of a guidebook for transit agencies on strategies and best practices to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions.  Contact  [Henry.Nejako@dot.gov]  

FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS 
A Compendium of Sustainable Community Transportation Strategies 

This document inventories some of the leading transportation demand management (TDM) strategies in use around the world for planners and politicians to facilitate the reduction of vehicle-miles traveled (VMT) by their constituencies. It also attempts to compile the economic and greenhouse gas benefits of each strategy to act as a one-stop shopping guide on the subject.  TDM strategies include public mode support, employer-based support, pricing, telecommunications, landuse policies, and public policy and regulation. A major emphasis of TDM strategies and actions exists to reduce single occupant vehicle travel and the number of trips made by single occupant vehicles, attracting individual drivers out of their cars and onto alternative modes of transportation.   Online [http://www.calstart.org/programs/cm/Compendium_Sustainable_Community_Transportation_Strategies_Preliminary_Draft.pdf]

Drug and Alcohol Testing Results 2006 Annual Report

This is the 12th annual report of the results of the Federal Transit Administration's (FTA) Drug and Alcohol Testing Program. It summarizes the reporting requirements for calendar year 2006, the requirements of the overall drug and alcohol testing program (49 CFR Part 40 and 49 CFR Part 655), the results from the data reported for 2006, and the random drug and alcohol violation rates (the percentage of persons selected for a random test who produced a positive specimen or refused to take the test) for calendar years 1995 through 2006.  Online
[http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Publications/order/singledoc.asp?docid=902]
First Mile Program & Newsletter – Enhancing Community Mobility, Improving Quality of Life 

First Mile Newsletter, the leading source of news on car sharing, station cars and other transit-linked mobility services, is developed with assistance from the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  It provides regular updates on the latest developments, success stories and trends in innovative mobility services. First Mile provides relevant information that helps to increase awareness of a wide array of mobility options that have the potential to increase personal mobility, reduce traffic and parking congestion, increase energy efficiency, make public transit more viable, improve air quality, and create jobs.  Online [http://www.calstart.org/programs/cm/]
Highway Capacity and Quality of Service 2008 
Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board, No. 207, published by the Transportation Research Board,  includes 15 papers that explore multimodal level of service for urban streets, impact of inclement weather on freeway traffic, capacity reduction at incidents, automobile user perception of quality of service on urban streets, default values for highway capacity and level-of-service analyses, estimating the capacity of U-turns at unsignalized intersections, and delay estimation with oversaturated conditions.  This issue examines an incremental queue accumulation method to replace the Highway Capacity Manual signalized intersection uniform delay and queue method, modeling left-turn blockage and capacity at a signalized intersection, calibration of roundabout models, performance indicators for two-lane rural highways, delay at unsignalized intersections, control-type selection at isolated intersections, driver behavior and gap acceptance at roundabouts, and actuated signal-controlled intersection capacity analysis with pedestrians.  More Online
[http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=9889&utm_medium=etmail&utm_source=Transportation%20Research%20Board&utm_campaign=TRB+E-Newsletter+-+01-21-2009&utm_content=Web&utm_term=]
Independent Verification and Validation of Washington State Ferries’ Wireless High Speed Data Project

June 30, 2008.  Report No. FTA-WA-26-7001-2008.02
This report documents the results of the Washington State Ferries (WSF) Prototype Wireless High Speed Data Network study. The purpose of the study was to evaluate and determine if real-time security monitoring applications could be consistently available from shore during the vessel’s normal daily operations as well as in emergency situations.  Specifically, the study aimed to determine if the prototype network provided reliable connectivity and protection against radio eavesdropping, network-based viruses, worms, and traffic floods.  Findings and recommendations in this report are intended to help technical teams make decisions regarding technology and implementation choices when building new wireless networks. Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/research].  Available also from National Technical Information Service (NTIS) Order No. PB2008113459 [ National Technical Information Service ]
Information Technology for Efficient Project Delivery

TRB's National Cooperative Highway Research Program (NCHRP) Synthesis 385: Information Technology for Efficient Project Delivery explores "best practices" for the seamless sharing of information throughout all phases of the project delivery process. More  [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/nchrp/nchrp_syn_385.pdf]
Light-Duty Diesel Vehicles: Efficiency and Emissions Attributes and Market Issues

The Energy Information Administration of the U.S. Department of Energy has released a report that examines the environmental and energy efficiency attributes of light-duty diesel vehicles.  More Online [http://www.eia.doe.gov/oiaf/servicerpt/lightduty/pdf/sroiaf(2009)02.pdf]
Light Rail Vehicle Collisions with Vehicles at Signalized Intersections

This research was sponsored by the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) and conducted in the Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP), which is administered by the Transportation Research Board (TRB) of the National Academies. The objective of TCRP Synthesis 79 is to report on the mitigation methods tested and used by transit agencies to reduce collisions between light rail vehicles (LRVs) and motor vehicles where light rail transit (LRT) runs through or adjacent to highway intersections controlled by conventional traffic signals.  Special focus is placed on collisions occurring between LRVs and vehicles making left-hand turns at these intersections. Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=6] 

Making Connections: Intermodal Links Between Scheduled Passenger Ferries and Other Public Transportation Modes
The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS), a part of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA), has released a report that examines data from the second phase of the BTS Intermodal Passenger Connectivity Database that is being developed as a nationwide census of passenger terminals and intermodal services provided at those terminals.  More Online [http://www.bts.gov/publications/bts_special_report/2009_02_12/pdf/entire.pdf]
Operation Lifesaver Toolkit Website – Safety Awareness Outreach 
FTA Office of Safety and Security has teamed up with Operation Lifesaver, Inc. to develop a toolkit on light rail safety for transit agencies. The toolkit can be implemented as-is or customized by transit agencies.  The kit includes information for adults and children, including posters, presentations, light rail training materials, marketing strategies, and information dissemination strategies.  Materials are mostly bilingual (English and Spanish).  The program is now in use at light rail agencies around the country.  See examples of some of the materials Online [http://www.oli.org]. Contact Iyon Rosario for more information, [iyon.rosario@dot.gov]
Passenger Counting Systems, TCRP Synthesis 77

TCRP Synthesis 77 documents the state of the practice in terms of analytical tools and technologies for collecting transit ridership and other subsidiary data.  Results of a web-based survey of a cross-section of transit agencies in North America document tools and technologies used to count passenger boardings and alightings.  The synthesis is based on a literature review, a survey of transit agencies, and telephone interviews with six agencies selected as case studies to profile innovative and successful practices and to explore ongoing issues.  Findings from these efforts are combined to summarize lessons learned, gaps in information and knowledge, and research needs.  Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_browse.asp?id=6] 
Rail Transit Safety Quarterly Newsletter - Winter 2009 

The U.S. Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has released the latest issue of its quarterly newsletter that highlights safety activities taking place in the rail transit field.  This issue explores the Phoenix METRO, results of FTA's audits of State Oversight Agencies, accident investigation guidance, and more.   More [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Safety/Rail/Newsletters/Winter2009/pdf/Winter2009.pdf] 

Recommended Fire Safety Practices for Rail Transit Materials Selection

The FTA Office of Safety and Security has teamed with the National Association of State Fire Marshals to update the 1984 Recommended Fire Safety Practices for Rail Transit Materials Selection Manual.  The manual researched the adequacy of existing railcar and bus fire safety standards and investigated potential improvements in test methods and criteria.  These 2008 recommendations represent an upgrading of the 1984 guidelines of the Urban Mass Transportation Administration, Recommended Fire Safety Practices for Rail Transit Materials Selection, Federal Register, Volume 49, Number 158, Tuesday, August 14, 1984 that are currently in place.  More [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Publications/order/singledoc.asp?docid=903]
Contact Iyon Rosario for more information,[iyon.rosario@dot.gov].

Role of Transit in Emergency Evacuation

TRB Special Report 294: The Role of Transit in Emergency Evacuation explores the roles that transit systems can play in accommodating the evacuation, egress, and ingress of people from and to critical locations in times of emergency.  The report focuses on major incidents that could necessitate a partial to full evacuation of the central business district or other large portion of an urban area. [More Online] 
Safety Impacts of Speed Limiter Device Installations on Commercial Trucks and Buses, CTBSSP Synthesis 16
TRB’s Commercial Truck and Bus Safety Synthesis Program (CTBSSP) Synthesis 16: Safety Impacts of Speed Limiter Device Installations on Commercial Trucks and Buses explores issues associated with speed limiters including measurable safety impacts, metrics, and degree of benefit.  Speed limiters, also described as speed governors, are devices that interact with a truck engine to only permit the attainment of a pre-programmed speed. Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/ctbssp/ctbssp_syn_16.pdf]
Synthesis of Information Related to Transit Problems, TCRP Research Results Digest 91

This is an informative staff digest of the progress and status of TCRP Project J-7, “Synthesis of Information Related to Transit Problems.”  The digest provides  comprehensive coverage of the Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) Synthesis Program, including—background information, objectives, discussion of the program’s approach including—how the program searches out and synthesizes useful knowledge from all available sources into useable documented reports on specific transit topics, highlighting the industry’s “best practices” to date. This digest also provides a listing of published TCRP Syntheses, Synthesis studies in progress, as of January 2009, Index to TCRP Syntheses and Studies, and more.  Online [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/tcrp/tcrp_rrd_91.pdf]
Transit Ridership, Reliability and Retention

The National Center for Transit Research at the University of South Florida has released a report that explores how travel time reliability and rider retention affect transit ridership.  Online [http://www.nctr.usf.edu/pdf/77607.pdf]
Transportation Planning Newsletter Winter Edition 2009 

The latest edition of the Transportation Planning Newsletter is posted on the FHWA/FTA Resource Center Website.  This 2009 winter edition addresses the following subject areas: Environment, Land Use, Safety, Operations, Transit, Data, Planning for Federal Lands, Freight, Bicycles and Pedestrian, TMIP Program Updates, FHWA Headquarters and Field Activities and more. Online [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/resourcecenter/teams/planning/tpu17.pdf]  

U.S. Department of Transportation’s FY 2009 Top Management Challenges 

Report Number: PT-2009-005, November 17, 2008

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s (DOT’s) Office of Inspector General has released its annual report on the top management challenges facing the DOT during fiscal year 2009.  The study identified nine top management challenges for the Department, including: enhancing aviation safety and maintaining confidence in the U.S. Federal Aviation Administration’s ability to provide effective oversight of a rapidly changing industry; enhancing mobility and reducing congestion in America's transportation system; developing a plan to address projected highway and transit funding shortfalls; maximizing return on current highway and transit infrastructure investments, and more.  This report includes Exhibit: Comparison of FY 2009 and FY 2008 Top Management Challenges.  More Online [http://www.oig.dot.gov/StreamFile?file=/data/pdfdocs/FINAL_for_508.pdf]
INTERNATIONAL 
PRT @LHR - A Conference to Mark the World's First Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) System, 21 -23 April 2009, at the Academy Conference Centre, Heathrow
This is a conference to mark the opening of the world’s first Personal Rapid Transit (PRT) system at London’s Heathrow Airport (LHR). The system will comprise some 4 kilometers of track and will link one station in Terminal 5 to two remote stations in the Business car park. This simple application may be expanded later.  The system selected for this first application is the ULTra System conceived by Martin Lowson.  It comprises small, light, rubber tired, battery powered vehicles which run nonstop from the boarding station to the alighting station carrying 1-4 passengers and their luggage.

The objective of the conference is to allow delegates to view the ULTra system at LHR, to inform them about progress being made here and elsewhere, and to consider the future roles and significance of PRT.  More [http://www.prtatheathrow.com/]  
Auckland’s Rail Electrification Right on Track

February 20th, 2009.  International rail rolling stock manufacturers and suppliers from across the world have responded strongly to a call for Expressions of Interest in response to the release of the Auckland Regional Transport Authority’s Electric Multiple Unit (EMU) Expression of Interest (EOI) document, ARTA’s Chief Executive, Fergus Gammie said,  In December last year, the Auckland Regional Council (ARC) approved ARTA’s purchase of a new fleet of 140 electric train cars for Auckland.  Read Article Online [http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/AK0902/S00300.htm]

Fuel Cell homepage of the Low Carbon and Fuel Cell Technology KTN

The mission of the Low Carbon and Fuel Cell Technology (LCFC) Knowledge Transfer Network (KTN) is to provide an accessible and flexible platform for communication and cooperation between members of the UK specialist fuel cell community, as well as non-specialist groups which will also play a vital role in bringing products to market. The Fuel Cell Technology part of the LCFC KTN is managed by Fuel Cell Today and Synnogy / Fuel Cells UK. 

Freight Mobility and Intermodal Connectivity in China

[http://international.fhwa.dot.gov/links/pub_details.cfm?id=561]
This federally-sponsored international technology scanning study was designed to identify the key characteristics and the potential applications to the U.S. context of the investment strategies adopted by Chinese officials to foster freight mobility and intermodal connectivity in support of their global competitiveness.  The scan team learned that China’s national, provincial, and metropolitan transportation policy is closely coordinated with the country’s economic policy and social harmony goals, and that .  China competes as a nation.  Team recommendations for U.S. implementation include reviving a national transportation infrastructure focus to maintain U.S. competitiveness in the global market, conducting a study on how China uses performance measures to manage transportation policy, and synthesizing the results of this and earlier scans on intermodal freight and connectivity around the world.  Read Online PDF Version and Trip Summary 
FuelCell Today Fortnightly Newsletter 

The February 25 edition of Fuel Cell Today's fortnightly newsletter delivers the latest  information on the fuel cell industry.  This edition highlights the passage of the stimulus package in the U.S. The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, signed by President Obama on 17 February.  It includes major spending and tax provisions intended to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency.  Some of the fuel cell-relevant provisions have been extracted and reported in this edition by the US Fuel Cell Council.  “For example, the maximum tax credit for building a hydrogen fuelling station was increased from $30,000 to $200,000 (in effect until January 2011).  The next FCT Policy Update will include a full breakdown of the Bill. More Online  [http://www.fuelcelltoday.com/online/newsletters]

Improving Safety and Mobility for Older Road Users in Australia and Japan

October 2008.  The U.S. Department of Transportation's Office of International Programs has released a report that explores infrastructure improvements designed to aid older road users in Australia and Japan.  The report is based on a federally-sponsored international technology scan study.  Team recommendations for U.S. implementation include integrating information from the scan on infrastructure improvements benefiting older road users into relevant U.S. documents, encouraging partnerships between government and nongovernmental organizations to address older road users’ needs, and developing a research program on policies and interventions targeted to older road users.

More Online [ [http://international.fhwa.dot.gov/pubs/pl09001/oru.pdf]  
RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES 
511 Travel Information Telephone Services in North America – Usage Statistics 
511 is the Nation’s Travel Information Service. The National 511 Traveler Information Service is an easy way to obtain travel information anywhere in the country, and helps travelers make better decisions of travel routes and modes.  For the month of November 2008, the usage statistics for 511 national telephone services in North America, with all but two systems reporting, reported to the 511 Deployment Coalition are as follows:

2,063,142  Total Calls

· Over 123 million calls nationwide since inception.

· 511 service was available to over 128 million Americans (47%) and almost 1 million Canadians (3%).

· Forty-four 511 traveler information services available to the traveling public operating in 34 states and two provinces.

· 511 New York system went live in the downstate calling regions (New York City, Long Island, Lower Hudson Valley) on November 16th.  The statewide system is scheduled to be deployed in February, 2009.

· On November 11th, Kansas received its 2 millionth call.

The national 511 system is under the guidance of the National 511 Deployment Coalition [http://www.deploy511.org].  See also [http://www.ops.fhwa.dot.gov/511/about511/status/status.htm]
Bus Transit Safety and Security Quarterly Newsletter - Winter 2009 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has released the latest issue of its quarterly newsletter that highlights safety and security activities taking place in the bus transit field.  This issue explores FTA’s bus safety year in review, the FTA Orientation Seminar Initiative, industry accident and incident trend update, Industry Vehicle Evacuation, and Security and Emergency Preparedness.  Online [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Safety/BusNewsletters/PDF/Winter2009.pdf
Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle Conference and Expo March 16 – 18, 2009 

This conference offers one an opportunity to find out What are the opportunities for Clean Transportation Technologies?  World renowned experts, fleets, government and company executives will assemble for this timely conference on the latest technologies and fuels for heavy duty vehicles and buses at the 2009 Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle Conference & Expo. The conference will be held at the Hyatt Regency & Long Beach Convention Center, Long Beach, California.  Register Online [http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=cc1f32e5-4db1-4c73-9a6a-8f959a08dff8]
FHWA Research Library Online Catalog - New
The new Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Research Library Catalog is now available online: [http://207.67.203.76/F94007Staff/OPAC/index.asp].  Although anyone can access the catalog, it is meant to serve FHWA employees. Some of the features include RSS feed (notifies users when items are added to the catalog) and the  New Title feature that creates New Acquisitions List, and more. 
Hang On -- Bullet-Train Idea Back in Motion 
The high-speed train that was supposed to race through Orlando might be back on track, even though it was stopped nearly five years ago. More [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=8023]

Innovator: December 2008/January 2009

The U.S. Federal Highway Administration has released the latest issue of its Innovator newsletter, which is designed to help advance widespread implementation of innovations and technologies in the highway community and help chronicle a nationwide movement to improve the way highways are built.  Online [http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/hfl/innovator/issue10.pdf]  

Integrated Corridor System Management Modeling Best Practices Workshop

Transportation Research Board (TRB) is sponsoring the Integrated Corridor System Management Modeling Best Practices Workshop on September 14-15, 2009, in Irvine, California.  The workshop is designed to explore corridor study experiences, identify best practices, discuss data needs and collection methods, and develop a collective research agenda on integrated corridor systems management and modeling.  Interested individuals or groups are encouraged to submit abstracts to be considered for presentation at the meeting by February 28, 2009.http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=9571  More [] 
IntelliDriveSM - New name and logo for Intelligent Transportation Systems Initiative -Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII)  

The Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA) introduced a new name and logo for an Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) initiative that is 

attracting growing interest and excitement across the global transportation research community.  The new name, IntelliDriveSM, is being adopted to refer to a group of 

ITS initiatives that offer drivers greater situational awareness of the events, potential threats, and imminent hazards within their vehicle's environment.  Until now, those converging efforts have been referred to as "Vehicle Infrastructure Integration (VII)." In recent years, the VII program has been a major initiative of RITA's ITS Joint 

Program Office, and in recent months a series of VII demonstration  projects, known as SafeTrip-21, have captured national attention.  More Online [http://www.its.dot.gov/intellidrive/intellidrive_announcement.htm]

Intercity Rail Passenger Systems Update: Winter 2009

TRB has released the latest issue of the Intercity Rail Passenger Systems Update.  The online newsletter is published intermittently and is designed to disseminate information about current research and developments in intercity rail passenger systems.  Articles in this issue explore the growth of the European passenger rail systems, recent developments in the high-speed rail movement in the United States, and the potential role of energy-efficient trains in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.  This issue also includes an update on Amtrak. [More]
Man Sues Long Island Rail Road for Public Focus on His Cerebral Palsy
Railroad says it will direct that employees no longer refer to the disability of a customer as the reason for a delay.  Link to story in Newsday:

[http://www.newsday.com/services/newspaper/printedition/thursday/news/ny-lilirr056024200feb05,0,6114190.story ]
New  21st Century Innovative Transportation Technology Website

The new links on the Innovative Transportation Technology Website of the University of Washington include the following: 

o  Transforming America's Transportation Future, Automated Electrified Transportation (AET) vision paper

o  Virginia DOT report to the legislature on the status of PRT systems
o  Urbanaut monorail project underway in Incheon, Korea
o  Rail Meets the Road with the TriTrack
Read More  [http://faculty.washington.edu/jbs/itrans/whatsnew.htm]  
New US DOT Intelligent Transportation Systems Program 

Investment Opportunities for Managing Transportation Performance Through Technology –  
 More Online [http://www.its.dot.gov/press/2009/transportation_tech.htm ]  

Pocket Guide to Transportation 2009

The Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS) of the U.S. Department of Transportation’s Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA), has released the print version of its latest pocket guide to transportation. The pocket guide is designed as a quick reference on the changes in the U.S. transportation system since 1970 and how they have affected the nation's economy, safety, energy use, and the environment.  The pocket guide content include chapters on Security, System Extent and Use, Safety, Security, Mobility, Economy, Environment, and a Glossary.  Online [http://www.bts.gov/publications/pocket_guide_to_transportation/2009/]
To order a copy of the Pocket Guide to Transportation 2009, contact BTS by phone at 800-853-1351, by e-mail at ritainfo@dot.gov or by mail sent to Product Orders, RITA/Bureau of Transportation Statistics, USDOT, 1200 New Jersey Ave., S.E., Room E36-109, Washington, DC 20590.  This free guide can also be obtained by going to the BTS website at www.bts.gov and ordering copies using the “Bookstore” link.  Contact for non-orders: Dave Smallen: 202-366-5568.
Pedestrians 2008

Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board, No. 2073 includes 14 papers that include an evaluation of a pedestrian safety demonstration project, video monitoring of pedestrians at signalized intersections, the characteristics and circumstances of collision-involved pedestrians, pedestrian collision risk assessment, models to measure pedestrian activity at signalized intersections.  This issue of the TRR also explores pedestrian simulation modeling, pedestrian level-of-service model for arterials, yielding to pedestrians at crosswalks, walking speed of older pedestrians, and 
More Online [http://trb.metapress.com/content/q257lp517143/?p=a67da8e7a59e4b7bbc666af8fec8eb45&pi=2]
Societal and Economic Factors
Transportation Research Record: Journal of the Transportation Research Board, No. 2067 includes 18 papers that explore the effects of socioeconomic status on hurricane disaster relief plans, inadequate transportation as a barrier to community involvement, mode choice of sociodemographic groups, geographic and demographic profiles of morning peak-hour commuters on highways, environmental justice for low-income and minority communities adjacent to ports, urban road pricing impact on low-income car drivers, and  [More] 
Stimulus Money Headed for Maintenance Over New Starts 

NATION - Most of the $48 billion set aside for transportation spending in the federal stimulus bill will go toward maintaining and upgrading existing roads and rails as opposed to launching ambitious new projects, a panel of transportation leaders predicted today. Even funding for high-speed passenger and intercity rail, which received a last-minute boost to $8 billion at the behest of President Obama, is likely to go toward improving on-time performance on existing corridors rather than building the new national rail network envisioned by some advocates, experts said.  More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/newsletter/]
10 Trends Shaping the Future of Our Communities:  PPS Greatest Hits of 2008 
Projects for Public Spaces (PPS) noticed 10 significant trends that are redefining the world as we know it, even in a down economy.  More Online [http://www.pps.org/info/newsletter/Ten_Trends_Shaping_the_Future_of_Our_Communities/] 
Two Billion Cars: Transforming a Culture

A featured article in the November-December 2008 issue of the TR News explores the worldwide growth in car ownership and use, and its contribution to problems with energy resources, climate change, and congestion.  The article's authors, Daniel Sperling and Deborah Gordon, call on the transportation community to summon its ingenuity to improve vehicles and fuels, introduce new mobility, and develop ways to alter travel behaviors.  Daniel Sperling was recently interviewed by Jon Stewart on The Daily Show on his book on which this TRB article is based.  The February 11, 2009, interview is available online.  [http://onlinepubs.trb.org/onlinepubs/trnews/trnews259billioncars.pdf]
US-Based Imara Corp to Compete with Asian Battery Giants. 2009-01-05

Lithium-ion batteries for automotive applications are due for production in late 2009...
Menlo Park, CA, December 28, 2008 - Now renamed Imara Corp., this upstart company wants to manufacture lithium-ion batteries in the United States, power the upcoming generation of electric cars, and revive this nearly extinct American manufacturing sector.  Lithium-ion battery company Imara Corp intends to compete with leading battery companies for major automotive and other electronics battery applications, reports the San Jose Business Journal. More Online [http://www.techrevu.com/php/Review-id.php?id=3146]  

Workshop on Identifying Traveler Information Research Needs to Achieve All Roads-All Modes-All the Time 
Irvine, California.  TRB is sponsoring the Workshop on Identifying Traveler Information Research Needs to Achieve All Roads-All Modes-All the Time on April 15-17, 2009, in Irvine, California.  The workshop is designed to examine traveler information research and policy issues in terms of the goal of “All Roads-All Modes-All the Time.” The workshop will bring together traveler information researchers, policy makers, public and private sector service providers, transport network managers, and modelers to explore current knowledge and potential research needs.   Online [http://trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=9253]
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