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SPECIAL
DOT Secretary, HUD Secretary and EPA Administrator Announce Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities 
Partnership sets forth six ‘livability principles’ to coordinate policy.  
Washington, DC - U.S. Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood, U.S. Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Shaun Donovan, and U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Lisa P. Jackson today announced an interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities to help improve access to affordable housing, more transportation options, and lower transportation costs while protecting the environment in communities nationwide.  More Online [http://www.dot.gov/affairs/2009/dot8009.htm] 

Livability Principles will Guide Federal Housing, Environmental and Transportation Policy 

June 16, 2009.  http://fastlane.dot.gov/2009/06/livability-principles-will-guide-federal-housing-environmental-and-transportation-policy-.html“We have a window of opportunity to think differently about transportation and propose bold, new approaches to improve the livability of our nation’s communities.”  That's the message Secretary of Transportation Ray LaHood delivered to the Senate Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs Committee.  More Online []
Open Government and Innovations (OGI) Conference

On July 21-22, 2009 senior officials representing numerous branches of government will be at the Open Government and Innovations (OGI) Conference to discuss the challenges, perspectives, and issues relating to President Obama’s call for government openness and transparency.  The convention will be held at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center, Washington, DC.  Confirmed speakers include Federal CTO Aneesh Chopra and a Who's Who in the Government Transparency Community.  More Online   [http://www.opengovinnovations.com/].   [Register Online]
Governor Paterson Announces Free Statewide 511 Phone Service to Provide Commuters with Real Time Traffic Updates, Travel Conditions and Transportation Information 

- New York State Joins National ‘Real-Time’ Traveler Information Network
June 19, 2009.  Governor David A. Paterson announced the launch of 511 New York, a free and comprehensive traveler information system geared to meet the needs of commuters, long-distance and local travelers, tourists and commercial-vehicle operators. The service covers State highways and public transportation services and provides information about traffic incidents, roadway conditions, congestion, work zones, weather and planned events. NY Press Release Online [http://www.ny.gov/governor/press/press_0619092.html]

NY 511 system also provides real-time travel information and links to regional transportation-related services on the Web at [www.511ny.org]. 

Performance Driven:  A New Vision for U.S. Transportation Policy 

The Bipartisan Policy Center has released the National Transportation Policy Project report that explores the future of American transportation policy through an analysis of economic, environmental and energy security, safety, and national connectivity challenges facing transportation policy makers.  The project report makes a statement - U.S. transportation policy needs to be more performance-driven, more directly linked to a set of clearly articulated goals, and more accountable for results.  Available Online [http://www.bpcntpp.org/]
RESEARCH IN PROGRESS
Communications Based Train Control (CBTC) Before and After Cost Study
Project FTA-TX-26-7005

Funding:  $200,000
Schedule:  June 2009 – June 2010           

Performer:    Lea+Elliott, Inc.  

Dallas/Fort Worth, 1009 West Randol Mill Road
Arlington, Texas 76012 

Contact:  Charles Martin   Phone:  817-789-6964  

FTA Project Monitor:  Patrick M. Centolanzi     Fax: 202.366.3765  
Email:   [Patrick.Centolanzi@dot.gov]
 
Description.   Lea & Elliott will conduct an in-depth study of the cost effectiveness of implementing a Communications Based Train Control (CGTC) system at a selected US public transit agency.  Using the San Francisco Municipal Railway (Muni) Market Street (Metro) Tunnel CBTC application for the study also allows examining the effectiveness of a phased implementation, which in this case started with a limited take-over of the conventional train control system and eventually phased into fully automated control under CBTC. 

MagneMotion’s Urban Maglev 3M System

Project FTA-MA-26-7111
Funding:  $6,368, 590.00

Schedule:  April 2008 – February 2010           

Performer:  MagneMotion Inc.

  139 Barnum Road, Devens, Massachusetts  01434

Contact:  James Wieler  
Phone:  610-358-4369  Fax:  978-757-9200
FTA Project Monitor:  Mary Anderson      
Fax: 202.366.3765  
Email:   [Mary.Anderson@Dot.Gov]
Description.  MagneMotion, Inc. will continue to research and test the prototype M3 Low-Speed Urban Maglev System.  As a team member, Old Dominion University will assist MagneMotion in furthering its research in specific areas of Maglev technology development via a two-phased Low-Speed Urban Maglev Project.  In Phase 1,   MagneMotion will install and demonstrate the M3 Low Speed Urban Maglev System design on Old Dominion University’s guideway in Norfolk, Virginia.  Phase I work activities aim to complete the design and construction of two guideway beams and two Maglev bogies, develop a test plan, and successfully test and record low speed test results.  Phase 2 will address the testing of M3 Maglev system at MagneMotion’s laboratory/facility.  Maglev is a revolutionary approach for transportation.  Trains are lifted and propelled by magnetic forces without wheels contacting the rail surface.        

Safe Commuter/Light Rail in Shared Track
Project FTA-NJ-26-7025
Funding:  $500,000

Schedule:  2009/6/8 – 2010/6/8           

Performer:  SYSTRA Consulting, Inc.


 150 Clove Road, Little Falls, New Jersey  07424

Contact:  Rob Troup 
 

Phone:  610-358-4369  

FTA Project Monitor:  Patrick M. Centolanzi     
Fax: 202.366.3765  
Email:   [Patrick.Centolanzi@dot.gov]
Description.  Project objective is to develop specific designs and supporting simulation of a demonstration project on New Jersey Transit's River Line to allow commingled (shared track) operation over the same right-of-way for Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) compliant and lighter weight (non-compliant) vehicles. Research shall include the necessary design modifications, simulation, and common operating doctrine report.

FROM THE TRI RESEARCH CORNER
Expected Visit by a Chinese Delegation

Ron Boenau has been coordinating with a delegation from China comprised of leaders from the bus industry which expects to visit the US in June.  The delegation is considering a visit with MARTA in Atlanta, with WMATA in Washington, DC, and the bus testing facility in Altoona, Pennsylvania.  Additional information and confirmation of the visit is expected from the delegation. Contact [Ronald.Boenau@dot.gov]
TRI Office of Mobility Innovation
Raj Wagley attended an IntelliDriveSM national testing strategy meeting in Palo Alto, California on May 6, 2009.  Representatives from state DOTs, AASHTO, local transportation organizations, and car companies came together to discuss the U.S. Department of Transportation’s long term vision and national testing strategies for the IntelliDriveSM initiative (formerly called Vehicle Infrastructure Integration).  IntelliDriveSM refers to a set of technologies and wireless networking capabilities that have the potential to help drivers avoid crashes by increasing their situational awareness of hazards and events. Participants offered their views of the viability of the Palo Alto test bed, and discussed future needs.  Contact  [Raj.Wagley@dot.gov]  

FTA Low-Speed Urban Maglev Program 
Mary Anderson, Program Manager for the, FTA Urban Maglev Program, led and participated in the Design Review Meeting for the M3 Urban Maglev project developed by MagneMotion, Inc. This May 27 review brought together staff from the FTA Office of Safety, Office of Engineering, Office of Chief Counsel, Office of Research, Demonstration and Innovation (TRI), and the Volpe Center staff.  Steve Levine, Project Manager, and the Old Dominium University representative delivered outstanding presentations on their Urban Maglev project activities.  Overviews of the design papers for the M3 Urban Maglev System were the highlights of the meeting.  The Volpe Center staff took notes of the meeting and will distribute them to the participants following FTA review and concurrence. Contact [Mary.Anderson@dot.gov]
US-China Transportation Forum

The Secretary will be hosting the next meeting of the US-China Transportation Forum later in 2009 and has requested that the Working Groups that were established as part of the Forum meet prior to the meeting of the Forum.  The Federal Transit Administration is responsible for the “Urban Congestion” Working Group with Ron Boenau representing the US in a meeting with the Chinese Working Group participants in Beijing in June.  

ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood Announces $909.4 Million in Federal Recovery Act Funds for Transit Improvements in 27 States

June 10, 2009.  Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood announced that 77 grants totaling $909.4 million in American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) are being awarded for much needed transit improvements in 27 states, the District of Columbia and the Virgin Islands. This investment of federal funds in our nation’s transit systems will promote greater mobility, a cleaner environment and more livable communities, LaHood said. More Online [http://www.fta.dot.gov/news/news_events_7783.html]
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – New York State Website

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) nearly provides a $800 billion boost to the American Economy. Approximately $374 billion is for programs that directly impact New York State and, New York.  Governor Paterson has certified dozens of programs and projects as part of the ARRA.  Visit NY State’s  projects and programs page to learn about these projects or click on the projects map  to see the announcement of transportation projects. .  
Job Creation Under American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

The estimated number of jobs created or saved in New York State under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act is 12,360.  The ARRA requires the New York State Department of Transportation to report regularly to the Federal Highway Administration on jobs created, as a result of the ARRA,  These reports will soon be available on this Website.  More Online [https://www.nysdot.gov/recovery]

June 11, 2009.  Governor Paterson Announced $7.1 Million in Stimulus Funding for New York City Transportation Infrastructure. This Economic Recovery Investment is expected to create an estimated 170 jobs.  More Online [https://www.nysdot.gov/recovery/jobs-created]
New Jersey Transit Reaches No. 1 in Top Rail Projects for 2009

With $14.6 billion worth of projects in the works, New Jersey Transit moves to the No.1 spot of  METRO’s annual listing—U.S. & Canada’s Top Rail Projects for 2009.  MTA’s  New York City Transit falls to the No. 2 position.  ARRA funds have big impact on transportation, with many dormant projects now ready to roll.  This year’s total purse reaches past $70 Billion.  More Online  
[http://www.metro-magazine.com/Magazine/Current-Issue.aspx]
ENERGY & CLIMATE CHANGE 
Climate 2030: A National Blueprint for a Clean Energy Economy
This report highlights a path to--Building a Revitalized Clean Energy Economy.    
The Union of Concerned Scientists has released a report that explores the economic and technological feasibility of meeting targets for reducing global warming emissions, with a cap set at 26 percent below 2005 levels by 2020, and 56 percent below 2005 levels by 2030.  The study provides a comprehensive set of smart policies to jump-start the transition to a clean energy economy and maximizes the benefits to the environment and economy.  Online [http://www.ucsusa.org/assets/documents/global_warming/climate-2030-report.pdf] 

Equity and Congestion Pricing

Equity and Congestion Pricing research was sponsored by the Environmental Defense Fund and conducted by the Transportation, Space, and Technology (TST) Program within RAND Infrastructure, Safety, and Environment (ISE). The report should be of interest to transportation planners, elected officials, economists, and others with an interest in congestion pricing.  The report provides an overview of the literature from both economists and transportation planners to highlight what is known about the equity implications of congestion pricing.  The report is considered to be timely because the U.S. Department of Transportation's Urban Partnership program recently began providing millions of dollars in funding to six metropolitan areas—Chicago, Los Angeles, Miami, Minneapolis, San Francisco and Seattle willing to implement congestion pricing.  Available Online [http://www.edf.org/documents/9876_Rand_TR680_.pdf]

Global Warming's Six Americas 2009: An Audience Segmentation Analysis

This study was conducted by the Yale Project on Climate Change and the George Mason University Center for Climate Change Communication.  The report identifies Global Warming’s Six Americas—six unique audiences within the American public, each responds to the issue in their own distinct way.  The audience types are labeled as: Alarmed, Concerned, Cautious, Disengaged, Doubtful, and Dismissive. The audience types were surveyed as to their climate change beliefs, risk perception, values, attitudes, policy preferences, motivations, and barriers to action. Each audience, and their reaction to climate change, is described in the report. Attitudes, behavior, and demographics of each group are presented along with the survey results.  Online URL [http://ardwinna.forestry.yale.edu/sendstudionx/link.php?M=35066&N=100&L=71&F=H]

Liquid Transportation Fuels from Coal and Biomass: Technological Status, Costs, and Environmental Impacts

The National Academies have released a report that examines the economic viability, carbon impact, and technological status of converting liquid fuels from biomass and coal. This is the first of a series of reports to be issued under the National Academies' project on America's Energy Future, which was undertaken to stimulate and inform a constructive dialogue about the energy challenges facing the nation.   TRB is a division of the National Academies, which include the National Academy of Sciences, National Academy of Engineering, Institute of Medicine, and National Research Council.  [More] 
Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse

The Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse is designed as a one-stop source of information on transportation and climate change issues. It includes information on greenhouse gas (GHG) inventories, analytic methods and tools, GHG reduction strategies, potential impacts of climate change on transportation infrastructure, and approaches for integrating climate change considerations into transportation decision making.  The Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse was funded jointly through the National Cooperative Highway Research Program and the U.S. Department of Transportation's Center for Climate Change and Environmental Forecasting. The U.S. Department of Transportation's Research and Innovative Technology Administration maintains this website.   Online [http://www.climate.dot.gov/]
FEDERAL PUBLICATIONS
Equity Implications of Financing the Nation's Surface Transportation System 
A featured article in the March-April 2009 issue of TR News examines issues of traditional, interjurisdictional, intergenerational, and inter- and intramodal equity raised by new transportation financing options and examines research needs to inform policy decisions.  This article is based on the author’s (Sandra Rosenbloom) report synthesizing and commenting on the issues raised at the TRB Executive Committee’s policy session on this topic in January 2008.  Read Online [http://www.trb.org/news/blurb_detail.asp?id=10438]
Journal of Public Transportation, Volume 12, No. 1, 2009 

Journal of Public Transportation is a quarterly, international journal containing original research and case studies associated with various forms of public transportation and related transportation and policy issues.  Emphasis is placed on the identification of innovative solutions to transportation problems.  This Volume 12, No.1, 2009 edition of the journal consists of the following papers: Actor Roles in the Service Development Process; Demand Responsive Transport A Review of Schemes in England and Wales; Pedestrian Environments and Transit Ridership; Transit Stops and Stations: Transit Managers’ Perspectives on Evaluating Performance; Calculations of Transit Performance Measures Using Smartcard Data; and Psychological Determinants of the Intention to Use the Bus in Ho Chi Minh City.  The journal is published by the National Center for Transit Research, Center for Urban Transportation Research (CUTR), University of South Florida in Tampa.  More Online  [http://www.nctr.usf.edu/jpt/journal.htm]
Quantifying the Importance of Image and Perception to Bus Rapid Transit

The National Bus Rapid Transit Institute at the University of South Florida has released a report that examines tangible and intangible service attributes that influence public perceptions of bus rapid transit and other transit modes. The study findings showed that BRT can compete with rail-based transit in return for lower capital cost investments. The question of whether these perceptions translate into similar levels of ridership attraction is a topic for further research.  Available [Online] at [http://www.nbrti.org/research.html]
Small Urban & Rural Transit Center 2008 Annual Report

The Upper Great Plains Transportation Institute of North Dakota State University released its Small Urban & Rural Transit Center 2008 Annual Report.  The report reflects significant growth in the program.  Researchers are addressing more complex topics related to energy, technology, Native American transit programs, and transit planning. The annual report is organized to include sections on the Research in Progress, Education, Training and Outreach, Published Research Reports and Journal Articles and [More].  The Federal Transit Administration sponsors the Small Urban & Rural Transit Center, whose purpose is to increase the mobility of small urban and rural residents through improved public transportation.  More [http://www.surtc.org/about/]
Bus Transit Safety Quarterly Newsletter - Spring 2009

The FTA Office of Safety & Security has posted the latest edition of its Bus Transit Safety Quarterly Newsletter on its Website.  This Spring 2009 edition features an interview with Mike Flanigon—the FTA Director of the Office of Safety and Security.  Other articles of interest in this edition include: 
· Bus Rapid Transit  

· Safety Considerations for BRT Systems – A Case Study of the Greater Cleveland Regional Transit Authority Euclid Corridor Project (Health Line)  

· Developing a Transit Agency Safety, Security, and Emergency Preparedness Plan 
· Safety Tip: Safe Driving Habits; Head and Eye Movement.
Online [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Safety/Bus.asp]  

Rail Transit Safety Quarterly Newsletter - Spring, 2009
The Federal Transit Administration’s (FTA) Office of Safety & Security has released the   Spring 2009 edition of Rail Transit Safety Quarterly Newsletter.  The featured article is the interview with Mike Flanigon—the FTA Director of the Office of Safety & Security.  The interview was conducted to learn more about Mike and the Office of Safety and Security’s priorities for the coming year.  Other articles in this edition are: 

· Oversight of Rail Transit Agency Rule Compliance Monitoring, and 
· Improving Safety Culture.  More  Online

 [http://transit-safety.volpe.dot.gov/Safety/Oversight.asp]  

INTERNATIONAL 
Cities for Mobility - World Congress 2009 

World Congress 2009 of the global network Cities for Mobility titled Socially Inclusive Mobility-Access for All will take place in the city of Stuttgart from June 14-16, 2009.  The main goal of the event is to provide a platform for the exchange of knowledge and best practices as well as to facilitate the initiation and development of innovative joint projects. World Congress 2009 is addressed to local governments (mayors, councilors, traffic experts) as well as representatives from private sector, research and civil society.  Topics will range from better access to transport for the elderly and disabled people, promotion of cycling and walking, to the role of transport in tackling social exclusion and poverty.  [Click here for more information]  Phone: +49-711-216-8501;  Fax: +49-711-216-6105;  E-mail: jitlada.bender@stuttgart.de 

Global Status Report on Road Safety

World Health Organization predicts that road traffic injuries will rise to become the fifth leading cause of deaths by 2030.  New findings indicate that pedestrians, bicyclists and motorcycle riders make up almost half of the deaths. The World Health Organization launched its Global status report on road safety in New York City on the 15 June 2009.  More than 1000 road safety experts from around the world collaborated to develop this state-of-the-art document on the magnitude, risk factors and road safety strategies in 178 countries. This global report is the first broad assessment of road safety situation in 178 countries, using a standard survey instrument.  Results clearly show that significantly more action is needed to make the world's roadways safer. Full Report Online [http://whqlibdoc.who.int/publications/2009/9789241563840_eng.pdf]

Sustainable Transportation in Small and Rural Communities

This issue paper examines some of the most common barriers to implementing sustainable transportation programs in smaller communities, offers some solutions and reviews existing programs operating in small and rural communities across North America.  The Urban Transportation Showcase Program Case Study Library offers profiles of how Canadian communities are implementing sustainable urban transportation initiatives   More than 60 case studies are accessible that feature project results, costs, policy contexts and more.  Online  [http://www.tc.gc.ca/Programs/environment/utsp/smallnruralcomms.htm]
Transferring Transport Research Results into University Education 

Report on the results of a user survey, a workshop in Rome, and a roadmap for

future improvements.  This publication reports on findings from a workshop which took place in Rome on 28th September 2007.  The workshop purpose was to discuss the knowledge available to date on the processes to transfer research results into education programs at university levels. Organized by the Transport Research Knowledge Centre (TRKC) project team, the workshop assessed the potential for exploitation of the results from research in education.  TRKC provides an overview of research activities at European and national levels ---connecting transport research with European Union policy.  Online [http://www.transport-research.info/web/publications/policy.cfm]
 [http://www.transport-research.info] 
Urban Transportation Showcase Program 

Urban Transportation Showcase Program is a Transport Canada initiative under the Government of Canada's Action Plan 2000 on Climate Change. The program objectives are: 1) support development and integration of strategies, transportation planning tools and best practices that reduce GHG emissions; 2) demonstrate, measure and monitor the effectiveness of a range of integrated urban GHG emissions strategies;  3) evaluate effects of these strategies for other important policy objectives to build strong cities; and, 4) establish a comprehensive and pro-active national network for the dissemination of information on successful GHG emissions reduction strategies for sustainable urban transportation.   More Online [http://www.tc.gc.ca/programs/environment/UTSP/abouttheprogram.htm]
RESEARCH NEWS & RESOURCES  
Biden, LaHood meet with Governors on High Speed Rail 

Wednesday, June 4, 2009.  During a roundtable discussion at the White House, Vice President Joe Biden and Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood challenged governors to think boldly when designing high-speed rail plans.  The session was an opportunity for state leaders to share their ideas with the Obama administration about the future of high-speed trains in America.   [Read More] 
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     511 Deployment Coalition March 2009 Update and Statistics

For the month of March 2009, the usage statistics for the 511 telephone services in North America reported to the 511 Deployment Coalition are as follows:

· 3,437,173 Total calls

· Over 140 million calls nationwide since inception,

· 511 services was available to over 160 million Americans (54%) and almost seven (7) million Canadians (21%),

· As of March 31, there were forty-six 511 services available to the traveling public operating in 35 states, two Canadian provinces, and one Canadian territory. 

“511 will be a customer driven multi-modal traveler information service, available across the United States, accessed via telephones and other personal communications devices, realized through local deployed interoperable systems, enabling a safer, more reliable and efficient transportation system.”  -  The National Vision for 511
The National 511 Traveler Information Service is under the guidance of the National 511 Deployment Coalition.  The Coalition is comprised of the following major transportation organizations—American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials, American Public Transportation Association, ITS America, and U.S. Department of Transportation. Note:  511 Resources are available at [http://www.deploy511.org].  

Advancing Traffic Signal Management Programs through Regional Collaboration

A Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Webinar  

Date:   July 23, 2009   
Time:  1:00–2:30 P.M. ET  Cost:  All T3s are free 
Register here:  http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/res_t3_register.asp?EventID=090723_Signal 

T3 Webinars are brought to you by the Intelligent Transportation Systems 
Professional Capacity Building Program (ITS PCB) at the U.S. Department of Transportation’s ITS Joint Program Office, Research and Innovative Technology Administration (RITA).  Visit the ITS PCB website for more information about T3 webinars and other ITS learning opportunities.  Please visit T3 archives to view presentations and to listen to audio transcripts from previous T3 webinars.  
Contact the T3 Administrator 

TRB Webinar: How to Write an Effective Research Statement

July 13, 2009.  The Transportation Research Board (TRB) will conduct a web briefing or "Webinar" on Monday July 13, from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. EDT that will explore ways to write an effective research statement.  Participants must register at least 24 hours in advance of the start of the Webinar; space is limited, and there is a fee for non-TRB Sponsor employees. [More]   

Where is the "IT" in ITS?  T3 Webinar, July 14, 2009

A Talking Technology and Transportation (T3) Webinar  

Time:  1:00–2:30 P.M. ET  
Cost:  All T3s are free of charge
Register On-line          Contact the T3 Administrator 

This Webinar is part of a Webinar series on Systems Engineering for Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) projects. The T3 Webinar will be of interest to ITS and Information Technology (IT) staff managers, individuals involved in planning, deploying, and operating ITS, as well as others.   

IT and ITS have a common technical framework and similar technical challenges. As such, practitioners in both fields have much to gain by partnering together. The Oregon and New Hampshire State Departments of Transportation will present their experiences in bringing these different organizational groups together to promote efficient and successful ITS project deployment based on systems engineering principles. Each agency will share their successes, challenges, and lessons learned with the organizational and technical issues these new partnerships engender.  More  Online  [http://www.pcb.its.dot.gov/t3/s090714_its.asp]

Baltimore Driver Injured by MTA Mobility Sedan Wins $100K 

The Daily Record (Baltimore, MD) 

A Baltimore City Circuit Court jury has awarded more than $100,000 to a woman injured in a car accident involving a sedan under contract with the Maryland Transit Administration.  More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=8732#]  
Benefits of Information Sharing Outweigh Vulnerabilities

6/15/09.  Getting the right information at the right time is critical in the area of national security.  Researchers are now publishing reports about the new field of information sharing and national security at a rapid clip.  This Report suggests five ways to make change happen:  1) Reaffirm information sharing as a top priority; 2) Make government information discoverable and accessible to authorized users by increasing the use of commercial technology; 3)  Enhance security and privacy protections to match the increased power of shared information; 4) Transform the information-sharing culture with metrics and incentives; and 5) Empower users to drive information sharing by forming communities of interest.  More Online [http://fcw.com/Articles/2009/06/15/COMMENT-Drapeau-Information-Sharing-and-National-Security.aspx]
Freight Transport - Thematic Research Summary 
This document aims to provide the reader with a synthesis of available results from completed European research projects related to freight transport.  The first part includes a brief overview of the scope of the theme and summarizes relevant policy developments at the European Union.  The second part contains a synthesis of the main findings and policy implications and identifies the need for further research. [Read more]         

Grid-style Bus Plan Aims for More Efficient Routes

Study group will look at possible costs, whether it's needed in this area.  

SPRINGFIELD, Mo. — June 17, 2009.  A Springfield architect detailed his plan for a grid-style public bus system in Springfield, Missouri. By designing intersecting bus routes into a grid, a local architect says the area bus system can serve 1,025 residents per mile, compared with the current 750 per mile. A transportation group is assessing cost and viability. Architect Dan Scott told Ozark Transportation Organization transit study group members that the grid plan would let bus riders "ride like you drive" with more direct routes through the city than the current system.  Instead of a transfer station hub with radiating spokes, Scott's concept has two north-south loops with five intersecting east-west loops, plus a small loop serving the center-city-Government Plaza area.  Scott's proposal included link points on the grid's periphery where people from neighboring communities might be able to park their cars and ride into Springfield on public buses.   For the full story, click here   or  [http://www.news-leader.com/article/20090617/NEWS01/906170472/1001/RSS01]

Make Roads Safe Website Recognized as a Success Story 

Make Roads Safe Website has been recognized as a Success Story on Adobe's Customer Showcase.  Adobe's Customer Showcase acknowledges projects 'based on strong visual design, technical execution, usability and interesting and/or timely content' and is regarded as a leading and respected source of design recognition.  Makeroadssafe.org was designed by the FIA Foundation's Website and Communications team. [[More Online]     
Click here to visit the Adobe Customer Showcase >   

New Webcast: Scholarship in the Digital Age: Blurring the Boundaries between Research and Learning

From the Summary: Scholarship in the digital age is characterized by data-intensive, information-intensive, distributed, interdisciplinary, collaborative research. . According to this article, data can be aggregated to ask new questions, in new ways, and to make comparisons over time and circumstance that were not previously possible.  Capturing and curating data for reuse is among the key challenges of cyber infrastructure.

More [http://www.resourceshelf.com/2009/06/08/new-webcast-scholarship-in-the-digital-age-blurring-the-boundaries-between-research-and-learning/]


Nova Bus to Supply New York MTA Fleet

6/12/09.  MTA New York City Transit (MTA)  purchased 90 Nova LFS articulated vehicles, to be assembled in Nova Bus’ newest plant located in Plattsburgh, N.Y., with delivery slated for the first half of 2010.  The order follows a successful six-week in-revenue service run of a Nova LFS Articulated bus on the Bx12 route in the Bronx and the M15 route in Manhattan.  The Nova LFS Artic features a stainless steel structure; a particulate filter that reduces emissions; a time-tested front door access ramp for mobility impaired passengers; a re-designed driver area; and wide mid and rear doors, triggered by motion sensors once the bus has come to a full stop.  More [http://www.metro-magazine.com/News/Story/2009/06/Nova-Bus-to-supply-N-Y-MTA-fleet.aspx]

Nova Bus Plattsburgh Plant Officially Open
06/15/2009.  Nova Bus is celebrating a major milestone with the official opening of its newest bus assembly plant, located in Plattsburgh, NY.  The new 140,000 sq. ft. plant is located in Banker Road Industrial Park.  Nova Bus redefines brand - “Driven by your city” is the new expression of our partnership and sustainable development to the transit industry.”  Learn More
Online [http://www.novabus.com/media/dernieres-nouvelles/nova-bus-plattsburgh-plant-officially-open.html]   
Whitmore Lake Company has Funding to Build Prototype Hydrogen-Powered Rail System

Tuesday June 16, 2009.  The HyRail would be a magnetically levitated, high-speed rail system suspended 30 feet above the ground. It would be propelled by solar power stored by hydrogen. (see picture online).
A Whitmore Lake-based company, developing a plan to build a hydrogen-powered high-speed rail system in Michigan, says private investors have stepped forward with enough funding to build a prototype.  Connie Murry Cole, of Interstate Traveler Co. LLC, said at a hearing Monday in East Lansing that the prototype could be built within a year, but a location has not been determined.  Interstate Traveler has said the multibillion-dollar magnetic elevation train system would be privately financed. It aims to start with lines linking Detroit to Ann Arbor and Lansing that could move passengers at 200 mph.  More 
Online [http://www.mlive.com/news/ann-arbor/index.ssf/2009/06/whitmore_lake_company_says_it.html 
7 Keys to Social-Media Success in Government
1) Take control by giving up control; 2) Keep the finger off the policy panic button; 3) Brace for, and embrace, the unexpected; 4) Relinquish your pride in your own expertise; 5) Everything you know about productivity is wrong; 6)  Same employees, new job descriptions; and 7) Fail early, fail often.  More Online 
[http://fcw.com/articles/2009/06/08/feature-social-media-government.aspx]
DHS Secretary Napolitano backs E-Verify

June 04, 2009. Department of Homeland Security (DHS) Secretary says online worker eligibility program is an important tool for employers.  Homeland Security Secretary Janet Napolitano said she is a big supporter of E-Verify, the Web-based system employers can use to check that newly hired employees are legally eligible to work.  The system lets employers compare information provided by new employees against records in the Social Security Administration’s database and the Homeland Security Department’s immigration databases.  DHS runs the program in partnership with SSA.

More Online [http://fcw.com/articles/2009/06/04/web-everify-napolitano.aspx?s=fcwdaily_050609] 
Food Fight Breaks Out at BART Over Budget Crunch 

The San Francisco Chronicle (California).  Take-out pizzas, spending sprees at the Apple store and a $1,600 "team-building" trip to Angel Island are the latest bullets being fired at BART by unions upset over the transit system's attempts to solve its $250 million budget problem in part by cutting back on worker benefits.  More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/web/online/Top-Transit-News/Food-Fight-Breaks-Out-at-BART-Over-Budget-Crunch/3$8804]

Kundra: Government must tap into Web 2.0's potential

Vivek Kundra, the Federal CIO believes Web 2.0 will bring cost-savings, and partnerships with citizens.  The federal government must tap the dynamic functionality of Web 2.0 technology if it is to capture the potential savings from a growing list of low-cost software applications and processing capabilities, federal Chief Information Officer Vivek Kundra, told an industry group June 1, 2009.  Kundra, speaking at the American Council of Technology and Industry Advisory Council's Management of Change Conference in Norfolk, Va., also stressed the importance of using technology not only to serve citizens, but to tap their ideas for helping to tackle government issues.  Online URL:  [http://fcw.com/articles/2009/06/01/web-kundra-pushes-web-2.0-adoption.aspx?s=fcwdaily_020609]
MTA Missing 8 Forklifts and 17 Big Batteries      
NEW YORK - A band of subcontractors seemed to have made a serious run on the  Metropolitan Transportation Authority supply closet.  A Brooklyn man and two Long Island residents were arrested Tuesday for pilfering eight MTA forklifts and 17 steel-cased batteries weighing a ton each.  The loot, worth tens of thousands of dollars, was trucked out of NYC Transit's Maspeth mega-warehouse, whereupon the thieves allegedly hawked it at a nearby scrap yard for a fraction of its original cost.   More Online [http://www.masstransitmag.com/publication/article.jsp?siteSection=3&id=8916#]

White House Blog Highlights Public Response to Open Government

6/12/2009.  White House Officials, in a series of Blog postings this week, showcased some public suggestions on how the federal government could make government data more accessible — and be more transparent.  Federal Chief Information Officer Vivek Kundra, using the White House Office of Science & Technology’s blog, highlighted more than a dozen themes suggested by the public on ways to improve access to federal data and associated metadata.  Among the suggestions Kundra listed:

· Adopt data dictionaries to ensure that terms have the same meaning across agencies; 

· Maintain a transparency dashboard to show progress toward releasing data; 

· Digitize all government research reports and make them available free via the National Technical Information Service. 

More Online at  [http://fcw.com/Articles/2009/06/12/White-House-blog-highlights-public-response-to-open-government.aspx?s=fcwdaily_150609&p=1]
considerations into transportation decision making. Online [http://www.climate.dot.gov/]  
RESOURCES TO KNOW & USE 

Creating Accessible PDF Files

PDF (portable document file) is a computer file and a means of sharing information across all computer platforms and operating systems.  This Web page, Creating Accessible PDFs, is an informative, well-written, and easy to understand guide that will help you better understand-- what a PDF is and is not, why it is important to provide access for people with disabilities (Section 508), as well as what type of documents are best suited for PDF format, what makes a PDF file accessible, and help for creating accessible PDF files, and more.  Online URL [Creating Accessible PDF Files] 

Creating Accessible PDF Files is an electronic page on the Website “Webcontent.gov – Your Guide to Managing U.S. Government Websites.”  Webcontent.gov is a practical guide to help manage an agency's Website. Everything you need to know about creating accessible PDF files or as a Web content manager is here, Online at URL [www.Webcontent.gov]. 

Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Website

The FTA Website contains information about technical assistance grants, legislation, research, planning & environment, budget & policy development, safety, national transit database, published research reports and much more.  [http://www.fta.dot.gov].  See also the link to the FTA transit and sustainability website at [http://www.fta.dot.gov/index_8510.html].  

The National Transit Institute – A Training & Education Resource for the Transit Industry 

The National Transit Institute focuses on the training and development needs of the transit industry, provides new methods and techniques to improve transit workforce performance, and increases workplace productivity.  Online URL [http://www.ntionline.com/]

Research in Progress Database – A TRIS Database Component

The Transportation Research Board's Research in Progress (RiP) Website contains the Research In Progress (RiP) Database and a data-entry system tthat allows users in State Departments of Transportation, the U.S. Department of Transportation, and University Transportation Centers to add, modify, search and delete information on current research projects.  The RiP database now contains over 12000 current or recently completed transportation research projects.  RiP records are projects funded mainly by Federal and State Departments of Transportation, and University transportation research.  If you are seeking information about the latest research underway on transit, highways, railroads, water transport, advanced technologies and systems—look no further just click here and surf. Online at    [http://rip.trb.org]

Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) and TRB Publications 

Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) publications and its Cooperative Research Programs including the Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) are available Online.   TCRP addresses the needs of the transit industry through innovative research, education, and information sharing.  TCRP focuses on issues significant to the transit industry with emphasis on local problem-solving research.  More Online at [http://www.trb.org/trb/publications/publications.asp]

The Transit Wire Website

The Transportation Research Board’s (TRB) Transit Cooperative Research Program (TCRP) has developed a new Website designed to highlight state-of-the-art technologies used in the public transportation industry. The goal of the new webite is to present timely information useful to transit properties, government agencies, researchers, consultants, and vendors.  More Online  [http://www.thetransitwire.com/]

TRIS (Transportation Research Information Services) Database 

TRIS is the world's largest and most comprehensive bibliographic resource on transportation research information.  TRIS Database is produced and maintained by the Transportation Research Board (TRB) at the National Academy of Sciences with sponsorship by U.S. Department of Transportation, State Departments of Transportation, and other sponsors.  TRIS covers all modes and disciplines of transportation.  Efforts have been made to increase coverage on the various transportation modes and in the areas of planning, environment, and human factors. More [http://tris.trb.org/about/]

TRIS Online database is the Web-version of the TRIS Database. The Bureau of Transportation Statistics makes TRIS available on its National Transportation Library’s Website as [TRIS Online].  TRIS Online is sponsored, managed and hosted by the National Transportation Library (NTL) of the Bureau of Transportation Statistics (BTS).  This Online database was established through a joint project between the BTS and the TRB.  TRIS Online is a bibliographic database—the world’s most comprehensive source of surface transportation information on published transportation research on the Web.  TRB continues to produce and manage the TRIS Database; BTS continues to produce and manage TRIS Online.  TRIS Online URL: [http://ntl.bts.gov/tris]. 

TRISworld – A New  International Database Service for TRB Sponsors 

The Transportation Research Board (TRB) has launched the new TRISworld database.   The database allows employees of TRB sponsor organizations to search both the Transportation Research Information Services (TRIS) database and the English language records of the International Transport Research Document (ITRD) database at the same time.   TRISworld opens up access to more than 720,000 records of published transportation research.

TRIS world records are searchable by title, author name, agency, serial or conference information, and index terms.  Ready-to-use topics searches on the TRISworld database include economic recovery, probe vehicles and transit, sustainable communities, aircraft bird strikes, airport security, and climate.  Online URL:  [http://TRISworld.trb.org]

Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse

U.S. Department of Transportation’s Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse is designed as a one-stop source of information on transportation and climate change issues.  This Transportation and Climate Change Clearinghouse was funded jointly through the National Cooperative Highway Research Program and the U.S. Department of Transportation's Center for Climate Change and Environmental Forecasting. The U.S. Department of Transportation's Research and Innovative Technology Administration maintains this website.   Online [http://www.climate.dot.gov/]
[image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8]
PAGE  
1
June 2009   

http://www.fta.dot.gov/research

