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PART 1 – Corrections / Updates to Qs & As already on the website

· In Section I, Program Administration, Sub-section General 

· Removed Q & A #  9
· Replaced with the following question and answer
· Question:   When will guidance be available for the ARRA Discretionary Multimodal Program
· Answer:  The Secretary’s office published on May 18, 2005 a Federal Register Notice – Interim Notice of Funding Availability, Request for Comments on Grant Criteria.  Comments must be received by June 1, 2009, and the Application deadline is September 15, 2009.  The  “Long Term Outcomes” criteria show some of the priorities of our new Administration:

The Department will give priority to projects that have a significant impact on desirable long-term outcomes for the Nation, a metropolitan area, or a region. Applications that do not demonstrate a likelihood of significant long-term benefits in this criterion will not proceed in the evaluation process. The following types of long-term outcomes will be given priority:

(i) State of Good Repair: Improving the condition of existing transportation facilities and systems, with particular emphasis on projects that minimize lifecycle costs. 

(ii) Economic Competitiveness: Contributing to the economic competitiveness of the United States over the medium- to long-term. 

(iii) Livability: Improving the quality of living and working environments and the experience for people in communities across the United States. 

(iv) Sustainability: Improving energy efficiency, reducing dependence on oil, reducing greenhouse gas emissions and benefiting the environment. 

(v) Safety: Improving the safety of U.S. transportation facilities and systems.”
· In Section IV, (Post-Award/Closeout/Oversight), (A. Reporting Requirements) 

· Removed Q & A # 5

· Replaced with the following question and answer:

	 Question:
	What reports does ARRA require and when do grantees have to begin submitting reports? 

	 Answer:
	 There are several reporting deadlines in the ARRA.  Some of them apply to the Federal agency (DOT) and some to grantees.
  
• All FTA grantees receiving grants under any FTA ARRA program will be expected to submit standard Financial Status Reports (FSR) and Milestone Progress Reports (MPR) and accompanying narrative reports quarterly, ten days after the end of each quarter, starting with the first quarter that ends after grant award.  (Note:  a grantee that has used pre-award authority also has to submit an initial FSR when it executes the grant.)  Except for being due 10 days after the end of the quarter instead of 30, and being quarterly instead of annual in the case of States and small urbanized areas, these reports are the same as reports required in FTA Circular 5010 and the relevant program circulars.

 

• DOT began submitting weekly reports to Recovery.gov beginning March 3, 2009.  These reports include obligations and disbursements by program and FTA generates all the financial information needed from the grant award information in TEAM, and from DELPHI, the Department’s financial system.   FTA encourages grantees to share noteworthy Recovery program accomplishments and “good news” stories with us so that we can pass them on to Recovery.Gov to demonstrate to the public that the ARRA is working.  Similarly, we encourage grantees to share less positive experiences with us so that we can work with the rest of DOT and the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) to address any potential issues.   Grantees must report to the Inspector General any suspected incidence of waste, fraud and abuse related to ARRA funds, and should notify FTA regional offices of any problems encountered as they occur.

 

• The ARRA requires DOT grantees to report the information specified in Section 1201(c), 90 days, 180 days, one year, two years, and three years after February 17, 2009, which DOT then transmits to Congress.   The grantee's first report was due May 18.  Subsequent reports are due August 16, 2009, and thereafter on February 17, 2010, 2011, and 2012, for a cumulative reporting period ending at the end of the month preceding the due date.   
 
DOT developed a reporting format with instructions to obtain the project and contract level information from grantees consistently across DOT modes.  Only grantees that have received an ARRA grant before May 1, 2009 are required to submit the first report.  For the first report FTA has provided a web link to a Web based DOT reporting portal to grantees that are required to submit the first report. The web based portal is available until May 18, 2009, for those grantees to file the first 1201(c) report.   Before the second report is due in August 2009, FTA expects to provide access to the 1201(c) reporting form [DOC] through TEAM.  Further reporting instructions can be found at FAQ’s on 1201 (c) reports  
 
In general, the 1201(c) report requests aggregate information by grantee for each ARRA program from February 17, 2009 through the end of the reporting period on the number of projects for which funding has been awarded, number of projects for which contracts have been put out to bid, number of projects for which contracts have been awarded, number of projects for which work has begun, and number of projects completed, and the ARRA funding associated with each category of projects.  The report will also request information on the number of direct on-site job hours associated with the ARRA funds awarded as of the end of the reporting period.  Grantees will not be expected to estimate employment data other than the direct on-site jobs (for example, construction workers building a maintenance facility, or transit agency workers doing preventive maintenance).  DOT economists will compute the number of indirect jobs (for example at bus manufacturing plants) or induced jobs (for example, jobs at suppliers or in unrelated industries as a result of the money flowing through the economy.)   The report also calls for information about State funding the grantee expected to receive and actually received between February 17, 2009 and September 30, 2010, for any projects that would be eligible for ARRA funding under the program for which the grantee is reporting.  These questions are related to the Governor’s 1201(a) certification of maintenance of effort, but only apply to the State funding directed to the grantee that is reporting.  
 
A separate report is required from each grantee for each of the three major FTA ARRA programs: Transit Capital Assistance – which includes money apportioned by the 5307 and 5311 formulas as well as TIGGER and Tribal discretionary grants; Fixed Guideway Infrastructure Investment – funds apportioned under the 5309 Fixed Guideway modernization formula; and Capital Investment Grants – discretionary ARRA funds for New Starts or Small Starts projects.

• Section 1512 includes specific reporting requirements for recipients of ARRA funds from all Federal agencies, not just DOT.  The ARRA (section 1512(f)) requires Federal agencies to impose the reporting requirement on grantees.  FTA has implemented this requirement through a special condition in each ARRA grant.  
 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has announced its intention to collect the reports through a centralized reporting mechanism, which has not yet been established.  OMB has postponed the due date for the first report until October 10, 2009, for the reporting period ending September 30, 2009.  Reports will be required quarterly thereafter.  OMB published the proposed reporting format and instructions in the Federal Register for public comment on April 1, 2009 (74 FR 14824).  Each grantee that has received an ARRA grant as of the end of the reporting period must report.  The 1512(c) reporting requirements include detailed information about the grant award(s) and about each project and sub-awardee (both sub-recipients and first tier contractors).   FTA will communicate the reporting methodology and deadlines to grantees as soon as the final information is available.  
 
Under ARRA, all direct recipients and first tier sub-awardees (including both sub-recipients and contractors) must obtain a Data Universal Numbering System (DUNS) number and register with the Central Contractors Registration (CCR) in order for the grantee to provide information required in the report (unless the applicant intends to pursue other Federal business, they do not have to complete the Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA) as part of the CCR registration process). [See questions IV, C, 8-20 for information about how to obtain a DUNS number and register with the CCR.  


• The President has to report to Congress every 90 days on status and progress of projects and activities funded by ARRA with respect to NEPA compliance.  Each Department is reporting the information to the President’s Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ), with the first report due to CEQ on April 30, 2009.  FTA is currently reporting based on the environmental determinations recorded in grant records in TEAM but may request supplemental information from grantees or applicants in the future.  

 

• Additional reporting may be required by the Inspector General (IG), the Government Accountability Office (GAO), or other entities, for example Congressional committees or individual members of Congress.  If any of these entities requests information directly from an FTA recipient, the recipient may respond directly.  FTA encourages grantees to copy the regional office on any responses to such requests for information.
 


· In Section IV, (Post-Award/Closeout/Oversight), (C. Contracts and Procurement) 

· Removed Q & A #  33
· Replaced with the following question and answer:
· Question: Is the Central Contractor Registration (CCR) requirement new with the ARRA funding or has this been required for regular formula funds?  Do county governments who will be subrecipients of 5311 funding need to register with CCR?
· Answer:  Under ARRA, all direct recipients and first tier sub-awardees (including both sub-recipients) and contractors must have DUNS and CCR registration (unless the applicant intends to pursue other Federal business, they do not have to complete the Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA)).  
· Removed Q & A #  35
· Replaced with the following question and answer:

Question:  CCR—do the requirements apply to prime contractors only or to subcontractors also?

Answer:  Under ARRA, all direct recipients and first tier sub-awardees (including both sub-recipients and contractors) must have DUNS and CCR (unless the applicant intends to pursue other Federal business, they do not have to complete the Online Representations and Certifications Application (ORCA)). 
PART II – New Questions
· In Section III, (Grant Development/Award), (General) 

· Added the following question and answer 
· Assigned the next consecutive number
· Question:  When executing my ARRA grant, I received a message asking for the rationale and purpose of the grant.  Is this step required? And if so, how is the information going to be used?  

Answer:  Yes, we added these fields to TEAM in response to the requirements of Section 1512 before the proposed guidance from OMB came out.  The categories under “purpose” are keyed to the purposes expressed in ARRA.  The categories under “rationale” are keyed to factors that make the specific grant purposes appropriate for funding as an ARRA grant.  FTA hoped by building these fields into TEAM to be able to pre-populate some of the fields in the 1512 report for grantees.  The grantees should select the boxes that best fit the grant.  We do not know at this time whether the information will be directly useful for 1512 reporting, but FTA expects to use the information for reporting and evaluating the impacts of the ARRA programs.
