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PART 1 – Corrections / Updates to Qs & As already on the website

· In Section III, (Grant Development/Award), Subsection A (General) 

· Removed Q & A #  4
· Replaced with the following question and answer:
· Question:  FTA’s March 5, 2009 Federal Register Notice indicates that July 1, 2009 is the deadline for grants “submitted to FTA….” that need to be obligated by September 1, 2009.  What if there is an error on the application identified after that date?
· Answer:  The July 1, 2009 deadline stated in the March 5, 2009 Federal Register Notice is the latest an application can be received by FTA to be awarded by September 1, 2009.  However, the July 1, 2009 deadline does not allow any margin for errors or delays.  For this reason, FTA strongly encourages grantees to develop and submit grant applications well in advance of the July 1, 2009 deadline.  Any grant errors or issues that postpone the processing or Department of Labor certification review could cause a grant to miss the September 1 obligation deadline.  Application submission in early June is strongly encouraged, which will allow FTA and grantees to address any issues identified before the submission deadline.  
· In Section III, (Grant Development/Award), Subsection C (Transit Capital Assistance Urbanized Areas) 

· Removed Q & A #  12 (it is a duplicate)
· In Section III, (Grant Development/Award), Subsection F (Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction –TIGGER)

· Removed Q & A # 6 

· Replaced with the following question and answer:

· Question:  What is the deadline for submitting TIGGER proposals?

· Answer:  May 22, 2009, was the deadline for accepting proposals for FTA’s Transit Investments for Greenhouse Gas and Energy Reduction (TIGGER) program.  Under this program, $100 million in federal funding is made available to transit agencies for projects that will reduce either energy consumption, greenhouse gases, or both.  While FTA is still compiling a complete list of proposals and total number of projects within each proposal, we believe we have  received approximately 240 proposals containing approximately 500 projects, with an estimated total value of $1.2 billion.  
PART II – New Questions
· In Section I, (Program Administration), Subsection A (General) 

· Added the following questions and answers 
· Assigned the next subsequent number
· Question:  How will ARRA Fixed Guideway funds that become available after the September 1, 2009 withdrawal be re-allocated?  Will they be reallocated beginning in Tier 4 or Tier 5?
· Answer:  FTA has not yet determined how we will re-allocate any ARRA Fixed Guideway funds should they become available after September 1, 2009.  However, the statute indicates that only areas that received an apportionment in the initial allocation and obligated all those funds by the statutory deadlines are eligible to participate in any redistribution.    
· Question:  What will be the basis for reapportioning ARRA 5307 and 5311 funds?  Will the reapportionment be based on a discretionary review of submitted projects? 
· Answer:  FTA has not yet determined how we will reapportion ARRA Section 5307 and 5311 funds.  
· Question:  Currently, ARRA funds are not eligible for operating assistance.  There is a legislative proposal included in the Supplemental Appropriations Bill S. 1054 that, if enacted, will allow transit agencies to use up to 10 percent of their formula grants from the Recovery Act on operating expenses.  In the event that ARRA funds become available for operating assistance, how will FTA handle this change in the law?
· Answer:  Currently ARRA funds can only be used for capital projects and grantees should not include operating assistance in ARRA grant applications; rather they should continue to plan and submit applications for capital projects.  In the event legislation is enacted that allows ARRA funds to be used for operating assistance, FTA will implement the provisions of the new law, including amending previously obligated grants to the extent required and legally permitted.  
