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FTA Administrator’s Tasking to TRACS 11-01
Transit Rail Advisory Committee for Safety Task Statement: TRACS recommended that FTA pilot a close-call/near-miss non-punitive reporting system. TRACS determined that FTA can improve the collection and analysis of vital safety data and trends by supporting the development of such a system.  TRACS is tasked with providing consensus advice to FTA on proposed models and strategies for transit systems to implement a voluntary non-punitive reporting system that comports with its recommendation. 
Task No.: 11-01 

Date initially presented to the TRACS: April 28, 2011 

Issues the report should consider but are not limited to: 
· What are the essential functions of a voluntary non-punitive reporting system?
· How would the system work (e.g., should it be confidential or anonymous)?

· What are the current best practices in the US and other countries?

· What technical capacity is needed to support an effective system?

· Should the system(s) be managed locally by the RTA or nationally by FTA?

· What information/data should be reported/collected/analyzed (flow chart the process from receipt of the report to closing the file)?
· What are the statutory, legal, and administrative protections for the collected data and are they adequate to protect the confidentiality of the data, the identity of the remitter, and the RTA from Freedom of Information Act  (FOIA) requests, public disclosure, and third party litigation requests?
· What should RTA managers do with the resulting information/data? 

· What are the critical success factors required of a transit system to implement the recommended model?

· What federal and local resources are required to implement the recommended model?

Refer to/establish working group: Yes
Target Dates: Deliver an interim report to the committee by November 30, 2011 and deliver the committee’s final report to the DFO by April 30, 2012. 
FTA Point of Contact:  bruce.walker@dot.gov or iyon.rosario@dot.gov
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