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• Safety Data Reporting

• SSO Annual Reporting 

• NTD Monthly Safety Reporting by RTAs

• How we use the safety data

• What is the Rail Safety Data Report (RSDR)

• What it does not do

• Who is included

• Some examples of what’s in the RSDR

• Availability of the RSDR

Agenda
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SSO Annual Reporting
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• NTD safety data that transit agencies report to FTA:

• S&S 40 – Major event report form

• One for each reportable major event

• S&S 50 – Non-major summary report form 

• Monthly summary of all non-major reportable events

• For more NTD safety data info, please refer to Maggie Schilling’s 

presentation from the May, 2018 SSO workshop, posted on the FTA 

website 

• https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/national-

transit-database-ntd-safety-reporting

National Transit Database

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/national-transit-database-ntd-safety-reporting
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Transforming the data into information for:

• Supporting the SSO audit program

• SSO program performance monitoring

• Supporting responses to inquiries and specific safety concerns

• Rail Safety Data Report (RSDR)

How we use the data – currently



• Supporting Safety Management Systems (SMS) risk management and safety 

assurance activities

• Facilitating development of safety performance criteria for the National 

Safety Plan

• Helping States, MPOs and transit agencies set safety performance targets, as 

required under the Public Transportation Agency Safety Plan rule (PTASP)

How we use the data – upcoming
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• Presents trends and patterns in rail safety data

• By rail transit modes

• By person types

• By probable causes

• Focuses on safety outcomes in 2015 and the trend of the data between 

2007 and 2015. 

• Uses causal data reported by SSOAs

• Updates the 2007 - 2013 Rail Safety Statistics Report

What is the RSDR
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• It does not make safety performance predictions

• It does not compare individual rail transit agencies

• It does not make judgements as to why certain trends have occurred

The RSDR simply presents the reported data

What the RSDR does NOT do



Who is included?



• A fatality;

• Injuries to two or more individuals;

• Property damage to rail transit vehicles, non-rail transit vehicles, other rail

transit property or facilities, or non-transit property that equals or exceeds

$25,000;

• An evacuation for reasons of life safety;

• A mainline derailment;

• A collision with an individual on a rail right-of-way; and

• A collision between a rail transit vehicle and a second rail transit vehicle or

a rail transit non-revenue vehicle.

(Note: Definitions/thresholds for some event categories changed under 674)

Events (per 659.33)
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Events, Fatalities and Injuries
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Modal Comparisons
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• Passengers aboard rail transit vehicles or in the process of boarding or 

alighting;

• Patrons, including all other customers on transit agency property;

• Workers, including rail transit agency employees and contractors; and

• The public, including pedestrians, automobile drivers, suicides, and 

trespassers.

Person Types
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Fatality Trends by Person Types
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Year-to-Year Injury Rate Changes by 

Person Type
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• Rule violations/Human factors

• Equipment Failure

• Poor maintenance

• Slips and falls 

• Action of motorist (behavior of the driver of a non-transit vehicle)

• Imprudent customer actions

• Pedestrian actions: 

• Suicides: 

• Trespassing: 

• Medically related:

• Other (acts of nature or unknown causes)

Probably Cause – SSO Reporting
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RSDR Probable Cause SSO Program Probable Cause

Workforce or Infrastructure Equipment Failure

Rule Violations/Human Factors

Poor Maintenance

Customer Behavior Slips and Falls

Imprudent Customer Actions

Public Behavior Actions of Motorists

Pedestrian Actions

Suicides

Trespassing

Other Medically Related

Other

RSDR Probable Cause Groupings
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Causal Trends
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Available on FTA’s website 

https://www.transit.dot.go

v/regulations-and-

guidance/safety/rail-safety-

data-report

Thank you!

Rail Safety Data Report

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-and-guidance/safety/rail-safety-data-report
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