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• Guides the Nation’s response to all 

types of disasters and emergencies

• Scalable, flexible, and adaptable

• Incorporates in the National Incident 

Management System (NIMS) concepts

• Describes specific authorities and best 

practices for managing all-hazard 

incidents

National Response Framework



ESF Title Coordinator
USDOT 
Support

1 Transportation USDOT

2 Communications DHS/NCS

3 Public Works and Engineering DOD, USACE ✓

4 Firefighting 
USDA Forest Service,

US Fire Administration

5 Information and Planning DHS/FEMA ✓

6 Mass Care, Emergency Assistance Housing, and Human Services DHS/FEMA

7 Logistics GSA, DHS/FEMA ✓

8 Public Health and Medical Services HHS ✓

9 Search and Rescue DHS/FEMA ✓

10 Oil and Hazardous Materials Response EPA ✓

11 Agriculture and Natural Resources USDA

12 Energy DOE ✓

13 Public Safety and Security DOJ/ATF

14 Superseded by National Disaster Recovery Framework --

15 External Affairs DHS ✓

Emergency Support Functions (ESFs)



ERT Leadership

Leadership Support

Planning Section
Intelligence 

Section
Mission Support 

Section

OA Leadership 

SMEs from Each OA ECs from Each OA

= FTA staff perform 

in these functions

Operations 
Section

Task Forces

USDOT Emergency Response Team



• Stafford Act

– Authorizes FEMA to direct other federal agencies to use their available 

personnel, supplies, facilities, and other resources to provide assistance 

in the event of a emergency declaration or major disaster declaration 

by the President

• Other Declarations

– A Governor or Mayor has declared an emergency and the Secretary of 

Transportation concurs
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Response Applications



• After Hurricane Katrina, it became clear FTA needed a process for waiving 

requirements

• FTA developed an emergency relief docket process:

1. Existing regulations that permit exceptions in emergencies; e.g. 

Charter, Planning, NEPA, Procurement

2. Requested by recipients through emergency relief docket

FTA Major Lesson Learned…
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https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-guidance/notices/2018-02083

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-02-02/pdf/2018-02083.pdf

FTA Emergency Relief Docket

https://www.transit.dot.gov/regulations-guidance/notices/2018-02083
https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2018-02-02/pdf/2018-02083.pdf


• Emergency transportation services being provided, including number of 

passengers and number of buses/drivers being used

• Status of regular service

• Damages to vehicles and facilities

• Impacts to transit employees
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Leaning Forward
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https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grant-

programs/emergency-relief-program/emergency-relief-

manual-reference-manual-states

Leaning Forward

https://www.transit.dot.gov/funding/grant-programs/emergency-relief-program/emergency-relief-manual-reference-manual-states
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